SHEAD, Garry (1942-)

58. Ern Malley : The Darkening Ecliptic
Darwin : Basil Hall Editions, 2003. Nine etchings, each 150 x 220 mm, hand-printed by Natasha Rowell. Edition of 50; housed in a
purpose-built ceramic box (290 x 215 x 60 mm); the etchings join up in the fashion of a puzzle to complete Shead’s image, Petit
Testament; each of the nine etchings is signed verso, with the exception of the etching which represents the lower right-hand corner
of the full image, signed ‘Garry Shead ’03’ in pencil on the image; a card with the complete image, a short text by Sasha Grishin, and
the edition number, accompanies the etchings.
Shead’s work is based on the infamous Australian Ern Malley hoax of 1943. Malley’s The Darkening Ecliptic was published in the 1944
Autumn issue of Angry Penguins. The poem has been praised for its literary and poetic qualities, even though Sydney poets James
McAuley and Harold Stewart admitted that the work was cynically created by them to prove that the Melbourne literary scene could
not distinguish between great poetry and something less serious.The Ern Malley hoax has provided strong subject matter in Archibald
Prize winner Garry Shead’s paintings and drawings.
# 13066
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$3,300

[Warringah Printmakers Studio]; ANSON, Jennifer

59. Natural Collection
Sydney : Warringah Printmakers Studio, 2017. Elephant folio with printed wrappers, housed in buckram clamshell case with matching
printed lining, in printed calico bag. A publication of twenty-nine prints of varying method, showing flora and fauna of northern Sydney,
accompanied by artists’ statements and scientific descriptions. Limited to an edition of 10 copies, with signatures of all twenty-nine
contributing artists on colophon.
This publication is an impressive collaboration between some of Australia’s foremost printmakers, showcasing the diverse influences
and methods of contemporary Australian printing. Published to celebrate the twentieth anniversary of the Warringah Printmakers
Studio, with support of the North Head Sanctuary and the Australian Wildlife Conservancy.
‘To celebrate its 20th anniversary, the Warringah Printmakers Studio has produced “Natural Collection”, a stunning artist book of
original prints. Situated on the Northern Beaches of Sydney the Warringah Printmakers Studio is committed to connecting with its
community so chose the focus of this artist book of prints to be endangered species in the area. The project was supported by local
environmental groups, the North Head Sanctuary and the Australian Wildlife Conservancy giving the book a veracity and quality of
engagement that intensifies its pertinence.
With a foreword by Dr. Jennifer Anson from the Australian Wildlife Conservancy, the work features 29 prints by 29 members. Each
print is augmented by the artist’s statement and supporting scientific information about the chosen species. The book is unbound,
allowing the artists freedom to work on a type of archival paper and in the printmaking method of their choice. It is housed in a
clamshell box and measures 51 x 36 x 5.5 cm.’
A poignant reminder of the impact Sydney’s development has on its natural environment.
#16514

$3,000
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HITTI, Deanna

60. Cultural transaction [with] Towla
An extraordinary collection of works by contemporary Melbourne artist Deanna Hitti, comprising her artist’s book Towla and two
monumental wall pieces titled Cultural Transaction.
Towla
[Melbourne] : the artist, 2017. Folio, screenprinted buckram, screenprinted endpapers, pp. 40; [8]; 40; screenprinted on Somerset
115gsm Bookwove paper, housed in a screenprinted clamshell box. Limited to 10 copies plus three proofs. Signed, dated and
numbered by the artist.
Cultural transaction : English instructions
[Melbourne] : the artist, 2017. Black lettered charcoal solander box (525 x 350 mm) housing 24 cyanotype bifolia, each measuring
500 x 660 mm (central fold), the first with letterpress title, each cyanotype printed recto and verso to the sheet, depicting orientalist
imagery and traditional script, the English text transliterated into Arabic script.
Cultural transaction : Arabic instructions
[Melbourne] : the artist, 2017. Black lettered charcoal solander box (525 x 350 mm) housing 24 cyanotype bifolia, each measuring
500 x 660 mm (central fold), the first with letterpress title, each cyanotype printed recto and verso to the sheet, depicting orientalist
imagery and traditional script, the Arabic text transliterated into Roman script.
In this series of interrelated pieces, Hitti draws our attention to the ways Europeans have engaged with the Arab world.
‘Towla contains instructions [for the game of] backgammon that have been phonetically translated using the Arabic and Latin
alphabets. The Arabic letters spell the instructions in English and the Latin letters spell the instructions in Arabic. The artist co-wrote
the translations with her late father Antonios El Hitti and her close friend Katarina Achkar.’ (colophon).
Using the device of the backgammon set, which originated in the Middle East but has huge popularity in the West, Hitti presents an
intercultural dialogue between the Arab and European worlds. A set of instructions is presented in Arabic using Roman script, and
then repeated in English using Arabic script. Within the screenprinted backdrop of the set of backgammon, Hitti’s work comments on
the similarities of the two cultures despite the obvious differences of language and script.
The elements of Cultural transaction may be explored housed in their folios, or mounted vertically as seen here to present a visually
stunning installation which measured over 3 x 6 metres when hung. A highly relevant work by Hitti, who is of Australian-Lebanese
heritage, on the duality of cultural identity that is felt by so many Australians from migrant families.
Copies of the artist’s book Towla are also available singly for $3200.
# 18751
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$22,000
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HENSON, Bill (1955 -)

61. Bill Henson
Deluxe edition with two signed photographs.
Paris : Editions Bessard, 2016. Quarto, full silk with lenticular (holographic) cover, pp. [48], all full-page images of Henson’s photographs,
paper folder at rear containing a signed photograph of a nude girl measuring 11.5 x 16 cm, housed within a silver-lettered raw silk
clamshell box. The deluxe edition, limited to 30 copies, with an additional C-type photograph measuring 22 x 30.8 cm of a nude girl,
signed by the artist and numbered in an edition of 30 copies. A trade edition of 750 copies was also published.
#18723
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$3,000
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