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T H E  L A W B O O K  E X C H A N G E ,  L T D .

M C A T A L O G U E  8 3 M

BARTOLO OF SASSOFERRATO  [1314-1357] .

[Infortiatum: Super Prima Parte Infortiati]. 

[Venice, Nicholaus Jenson, 28 March 1478]. Collation: a10, b-z8, A-C8, D-E6. 221 leaves forming 442 
pages. Complete, except for the fi nal blank. Folio (16-1/2” x 11-1/4”).

Contemporary half pigskin over wooden boards, raised bands and later hand-lettered title label to 
spine, clasps lacking. Several tiny wormholes, a few cracks to spine, chip to foot of spine, signatures 
a and E6 partially detached, bookplate of Robert Proctor and 1942 bookseller description from The 
Rosenbach Company to verso of front board, pastedowns lacking (or never present). Text printed in 
60-line gothic type on wide-margined paper, initial spaces fi lled in alternate red and blue, most with 
fl ourishes, seven-line initial “Q” at beginning of text in red and blue with fl ourish in the margin, chapter 
numerals at head in red. Light toning to text, occasional discoloration to outer margins, minor worming 
in places. Contemporary (or early) manuscript table of contents to initial blank, annotations in similar 
hand to a few other leaves, interior otherwise clean. A handsome copy and a fi ne specimen of Jenson’s 
Gothic typeface.                                                                                                                                      $30,000.

BETWEEN 1250 AND 1450 the Post-Glossators, a group of legal scholars and teachers in Italy, 
initiated the recovery of Roman law texts from the corruptions of the medieval Glossators. Their efforts to 
apply Roman law to the jurisprudence of their day also prepared the way for the natural law school of the 
seventeenth century and helped to lay the foundations of the modern state. The greatest member of this 
group was Bartolo of Sassoferrato. Better known as Bartolus, he was a practicing lawyer and professor 
at the University of Perugia. His unrivalled reputation derives from his enormous literary output, much of 
it dealing with the texts later collected as the Corpus Juris Civilis. He produced commentaries on most of 
these texts. The most notable are the ones dealing with the Digest and Code; all of them went through 
numerous editions and issues. Super Prima Parte Infortiati is a commentary on a group of books from 
the Digest concerning donations between husband and wife, divorce, curatorship, wills and testaments 
and trusts and legacies. (The Medieval Glossators divided the 50 books of the Digest into three parts: 
Digestum Vetus, I-XXIV, Title 2, Infortiatum, XXIV, Title 3-XXXVIII, and Digestum Novum, XXXIX-L.) 
Robert Proctor [1868-1903] was the bibliographer and book collector who established the “Proctor order” 
for cataloguing incunabula at the British and Bodleian Libraries. A bookseller catalogue description of this 
book (purchased from The Rosenbach Company) shows it was purchased on June 15, 1942, from their 
Catalogue 33, item 40, Selections from Our Shelves, 1942. Rosenbach’s description mentions “the only 
copy [of this imprint] recorded in America by the New Census is in the Morgan Library.”  The ISTC locates 
3 copies of this imprint in North America (Harvard Law School, Morgan Library, New York Public Library). 
Goff B233. GW 3616.

1
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T H E  L A W B O O K  E X C H A N G E ,  L T D .

M C A T A L O G U E  8 3 M

GLANVILLE,  RANULF DE [D.  1190] , 
ATTRIBUTED. 

Tractatus de Legibus et Consuetudinibus Regni 
Anglie. Tempore Regis Henrici Secundi Compositus, 
Iusticie Gubernacula Tenente Illustri Viro Ranulpho de 
Glanuilla Iuris Regni & Antiquarum Consuetudinum eo 
Tempore Peritissimo. Et Illas Solu[m] Leges Continet et 
Consuetudines Secundum Quas Placitatur in Curia Regis 
ad Scaccarium et Coram Iusticiis Ubicunque Fuerint. Huie 
Adiectae Sunt a Quodam Legem Studioso Adnotationes 
Aliquot Marginales Inutiles. 

[London: In Aedibus Richardi Totteli, c.1554]. [iii], 5, 5-44, 43-113, [17] 
ff. (Fol. P8 a blank). Collates complete. Octavo (5-1/2” x 3-1/2”). 

Recent period-style calf, old calf covers with small central 
arabesques laid down on boards, raised bands and gilt title to 

20 spine, endpapers renewed, title page mounted. Light toning to 
text, some staining to title page and another leaf, gutter of last leaf 
adhered slightly to facing endpaper just touching text, two small 
wormholes to upper margins with no loss to text, early annotations 
to head of title page and a few leaves. Ex-library. Small inkstamp to 
fol. 59. An attractive copy.                                                      $12,500.

FIRST  EDITION.  Long attributed to Glanville (or Glanvill), this 
anonymous text in Latin, is widely considered the fi rst English legal 
treatise. Completed around 1189, it describes the procedure of the 
King’s Bench. There is much information pertaining to litigation 
and includes the texts of approximately eighty writs. Glanville 
was a major contribution to the development of the common 
law tradition. It continued to be a primary reference for several 
generations. Coke, for example, praised it wholeheartedly and 
used it liberally in his Reports. Though overshadowed by Bracton’s 
larger treatise, Glanville is still cited today. It also remains useful for 
its unparalleled insights into the nature of land law and procedure 
in medieval England. ESTC S102455. Beale T365. Sowerby 1769.

F I R S T  E D I T I O N  O F  T H E  F I R S T  E N G L I S H  L E G A L  T R E AT I S E
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I I  •  E N G L A N D  ( I N C L U D I N G  S C O T L A N D ) MM

“ T H E  B O O K E  T H AT  T E A C H E T H ”

[JUSTICES OF THE PEACE] .
[COURTS LEET AND BARON]. 

The Contentes of This Boke. Fyrst the Booke for a Justice of 
Peace. The Boke that Teacheth to Kepe a Courte Baron, Or 
a Lete. The Boke Teachynge to Kepe a Courte Hundred. The 
Boke Called Returna Brevium. The Boke Called Carta Feodi, 
Conteynynge the Forme of Dedes, Releasses, Indentures, 
Obligacions, Acquitaunces, Letters of Atturney, Letters of 
Permutacion, Testamentes, And Other Thynges. And the 
Boke of the Ordinaunce to be Observed by the Offycers of 
the Kynges Escheker for Fees Takinge.

[London: In Fletestrete Within Temple Barre, At the Sygne of the 
Hande and Starre, by Richard Tottil, 1559]. 192 ff. of 195, [11] ff. 
Incomplete. Octavo (5-1/4” x 3-1/2”). 

Somewhat later calf with recent rebacking, blind rules to boards, 
raised bands and lettering piece to spine, hinges reinforced. Light 
rubbing to boards, corners bumped and somewhat worn, fi nal 
leaf partially detached but secure. Moderate toning to text, faint 
dampstaining to margins in a few places, light soiling and fi nger 
smudges to a few leaves. Brief annotations in early hand to a few 
leaves, interior otherwise clean.                                              $1,000.

LATER EDITION.  First printed in 1505 by Richard Pynson, this 
is a handy anthology of treatises for justices of the peace, sheriffs, 
bailiffs. It includes the Carta Foedi and exchequer ordinance. It is 
sometime attributed erroneously to Sir Anthony Fitzherbert. OCLC 
locates 7 copies of this edition. ESTC S105844. Beale T153. 

C O P Y  O F  K I T C H I N ’ S  C O U R T  L E E T E ,  E T  C O U R T  B A R O N  F R O M 
L I B R A R Y  O F  T H O M A S  P A R K E R ,  F I R S T  E A R L  O F  M A C C L E S F I E L D

KITCHIN, JOHN [C.1520-C.1590] .

Le Court Leete et Court Baron Collect per Iohn Kitchin de 
Greies Inne un Apprentice in Ley. Et les Cases & Matters 
Necessaries pur Seneschals de Ceux Courts a Scier, & 
Pur les Students de les Measons del Chauncerie. Ore 
Novelment Imprimee, & Per le Author Mesme Corrigee, 
Ouesque Divers Novel Additions, Come Court de 
Marshalsey; Auncient Demesne, Court de Pipowders, 
Essoines, Imparlance, View, Actions, Contracts, Pleadings, 
Maintenance, & Divers Auter Matters. 

[London]: In Aedibius Thomae Wight, & Bonhami Norton, 1598. 
[xii], 289, [3] pp. Octavo (6” x 4”).

Contemporary calf, blind rules and small blind-stamped initials 
“GW” to boards, raised bands and later lettering piece and small 
hand-lettered shelf labels to spine. Light rubbing to extremities, 
a few minor scuffs to boards, corners bumped small tears to 
head of spine, pastedowns loose, later armorial bookplate of 
the Earl of Macclesfi eld to verso of front board, small embossed 
Macclesfi eld stamp to head of title page. Moderate toning to text, 
faint dampstaining and soiling to preliminaries, light foxing in a 
few places. Early owner signature of Thomas Parker to head of title 
page, markings and brief annotations in his hand to the margins of 
several leaves. A nice copy with an interesting association. $1,250.
  
LATER EDITION.  First published in 1579, Kitchin’s work is an 
important source of information on local courts and government. 
By outlining the differences between the previously undivided 
court, Kitchin, along with Coke, helped lay the foundations of 
modern legal theory. “In fact Kitchin was doing on a small scale 
what Coke was doing on a grand scale. Both were representatives 

of that school of literate Elizabethan lawyers... whose great and 
enduring work was the adaptation of medieval law and institutions 
to modern needs. Imagination necessarily played some part in this 
process of adaptation; and thus they are responsible not only for 
the enunciation of the rules of modern law, but also for legal and 
historical theories, the soundness of which was considered by 
many generations of lawyers and historians to be as incontestable 
as their statements of law.” This copy belonged to Thomas Parker 
[1666-1732], 1st Earl of Macclesfi eld, chief baron of the Court of 
Exchequer and Lord Chancellor from 1718 to 1725. His markings 
are mostly pointing hands (manicules). Housed in Shirbirn 
Castle, the library of the Earls of Macclesfi eld was one of the 
fi nest private libraries in Great Britain. OCLC locates 5 copies of 
this imprint in North American law libraries (Harvard, Library of 
Congress, University of Michigan, University of Texas, Washington 
University). HEL IV:130. ESTC S3959. Beale T374.

A N  I N T E R E S T I N G  P E R S P E C T I V E  O N  E L I Z A B E T H A N  E N G L A N D

LAMBARD(E) ,  WILLIAM [1536-1601] . 

Eirenarcha: Or of the Offi ce of the Iustices of Peace, In 
Two Bookes: Gathered 1579. And Now Revised, And First 
Published, In the 24. Yeere of the Peaceable Reigne of Our 
Gratious Queene Elizabeth. 

London: Imprinted by Ra. Newbery, And H. Bynnean, 1582. [vii], 
511, [15] pp. Octavo (6-1/4” x 4-1/2”). 

Recent period-style paneled calf, blind fl eurons to inside panels, 
raised bands and blind ornaments to spine, early hand-lettered 
title to fore-edge of text block. Title printed within woodcut 
architectural border, woodcut head-pieces, tail-pieces and 
decorated initials, woodcut arms of dedicatee, Sir Robert Bromley, 
facing dedication leaf, large woodcut device to verso of fi nal leaf. 
Light toning to text, some edgewear to endleaves and title page. 
Brief early annotation to front endleaf, interior otherwise clean. An 
appealing copy.                                                                         $3,500.                                                                                                     

SECOND EDITION,  one of two issues from 1582. Lambard, 
or Lambarde, a barrister and legal historian, was the keeper 
of records at the Rolls Chapel and the Tower of London. First 
published in 1581, Eirenarcha is esteemed for its comprehensive 
and systematic account of the organization of local government 
under the justices of the peace at the end of the sixteenth century. 
It was the standard authority for many years and often reprinted. 
Like many books of its kind, Eirenarcha offers fascinating insights 
into the society that produced it. This is evident in the detailed 
indictments for such offenses as murder via witchcraft, raping a 
child or maid (the age of distinction was ten), hearing a Catholic 
Mass, practicing usury or operating a bowling alley. ESTC S108154. 
Beale T388. 
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T H E  L A W B O O K  E X C H A N G E ,  L T D .

M C A T A L O G U E  8 3 M

T H E  B O O K E  O F  A S S I S E S  A B R I D G E D

[LIBER ASSISARUM].
[CALLOW, WILLIAM, SIR (FL. 1555), ATTRIBUTED]. 

The Abridgement of the Boke of Assises, Lately P[er]used 
Over & Corrected, & Nowe Newlye Imprynted by Rycharde 
Tottle, Ye Laste Daye of Septe[m]ber. An. Do. 1555. 

[London: Imprinted...in Fletestrete Within Temple Barre, At the 
Signe of the Hand & Starre, By Richard Tottel, (1555)]. [i], 165, [2] ff. 
Octavo (5-1/4” x 3-1/2”).

Recent period-style calf, raised bands, blind ornaments, and 
lettering piece to spine, endpapers renewed. Title printed within 
woodcut architectural border. Toning to text, some soiling and 
edgewear to title page and following leaf, early check-marks in 
pen to a few leaves, interior otherwise clean. Ex-library. Small 
stamp to foot and verso of title page. A handsome copy.   $4,500.

SECOND EDITION. Text in Law-French. With a table. The 
Liber Assisarum is a selection of reports from the Year Books 
covering regnal years 1-50 of Edward III (1327-77). The contents 
are arranged alphabetically by topic. “The Book of Assizes (...) is of 
great authority in law; and so called because it principally contains 
proceedings upon Writs of Assize of Novel Disseisin, which in 
those days was festinum et freems renaedium. ‘Tis often quoted 
and referred to by most of our ancient writers. (...) The questions 
are here discussed with more precision and clearness, and they 
contain more of those points of law that have survived to the 
present times. In regard to precision and clearness, all the reports 
of this reign excel those of the preceding; but the merit of these 
[reports] is of a peculiar kind, and has a very different appearance 
from what has in later times been considered as excellent in this 
way” (Rastell). OCLC locates 5 copies, the ESTC locates 6 in the 
British Isles, 6 in North America and 1 in Australia. Rastell, John, 
Preface to London, 1679, Livre des Assises et Pleas del’ Corone 
cited in Marvin 754. ESTC S101227. Beale R53. 

I N T E R L E A V E D  C O P Y  O F  T H E  B O O K E  O F  A S S I S E S  A B R I D G E D

[LIBER ASSISARUM].
[CALLOW, WILLIAM, SIR, ATTRIBUTED]. 
 
The Abridgement of the Boke of Assises, Lately P[er]used 
Over & Corrected, & Nowe Newlye Imprynted by Rycharde 
Tottle, Ye Laste Daye of Septe[m]ber. An. Do. 1555. 

[London: Imprinted...in Fletestrete Within Temple Barre, At the 
Signe of the Hand & Starre, By Richard Tottel, (1555)]. [i], 8-165, [2] 
ff. Interleaved. Lacking ff. 2-7. Title page present. Octavo (5-1/4” 
x 3-1/2”).

Disbound, contemporary front and rear boards present but worn, 
front board split in half. Title printed within woodcut architectural 
border. Moderate toning to text, considerable chipping to margins 
of title page and fi nal few leaves with no loss to text. About 10% 
the interleaves have brief contemporary annotations in a miniscule 
court hand. Ex-library, with stamp to head of text block, a few 
annotations in pencil to verso of title page. Housed in recent cloth 
clamshell box with calf spine label.                                         $1,000.

SECOND EDITION. ESTC S101227. Beale R53. 

No 25

No 24
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I I  •  E N G L A N D  ( I N C L U D I N G  S C O T L A N D ) MM

LITTLETON, SIR THOMAS [1402-1481] .
WEST, WILLIAM [FL. 1568-1594], EDITOR. 

Les Tenures de Monsieur Littleton, Ouesque Certaine 
Cases Addes per Auters de Puisne Temps: Queux Cases 
vous Troveres Signes Ouesque cest Signe [fl ower] al 
Commencement & Fine de Chescun de Eux. Au Fine que ne 
Poies eux Misprender pur les Cases de Mounsieur Littleton, 
Pur Quel Inconvenience, Ils Fueront Dernierment Tolles de 
Cest Lievr; Et cy un Soites plus Admotes al Request des 
Gentlehomes Students en le Ley Dengleterre. Revieu & 
Change en Lordre des Sections, Oue un Novel Index ou 
Table Pursuant Lordre des Dits Sections. 

London: In Aedibus Caroli Yetswerti Armigeri, 1594. [i], 170, [27] ff. 
12mo. (5-1/4” x 3”).

Contemporary calf, blind rules and large central arabesques 
fl anked by initials to center of boards, rebacked retaining spine 
with raised bands, clasps lacking, endpapers renewed. Some 
scratches and nicks, edges of boards mended, hinges cracked. 
Some toning to text, light browning to outer margins, edgewear to 
preliminaries and fi nal few leaves. Wide margins, annotations to 
most leaves, early owner signature (Henry Bradsharve) to center 
of title page.                                                                               $4,000.

WRITTEN DURING THE REIGN  of Edward IV [1442-1483] 
and fi rst published around 1481, Littleton’s Tenures is probably the 
most revered treatise in the history of the common law. Much 
admired for its learning and style, it is concerned with tenures 
and other issues relating to real property. This venerable work, 
which Coke called “the ornament of the Common Law, and the 
most perfect and absolute work that ever was written in any 
humane science,” is considered a landmark because it renounced 
the principles of Roman law (and Latin) in favor of guidelines 
and doctrines drawn from the Year Books and, when necessary, 
hypothetical cases. The annotations in this copy are mostly case 
references, but many are interpretive. HEL II:573. ESTC S108064. 
Beale T36. 

H E A V I LY  A N N O TAT E D  1 5 9 4  E D I T I O N  O F  L I T T L E T O N

26
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T H E  L A W B O O K  E X C H A N G E ,  L T D .

M C A T A L O G U E  8 3 M

[LYNDWOOD, WILLIAM (C.1375-1446)] . 
[BADIUS, JOSSE (1462-1535), EDITOR]. 

Provinciale seu Constitutiones Anglie cum Summariis 
Atq[ue] Iustis Annotationibus: Honestis Characteribus: 
Summaq[ue] Accuratione Rursum Impresse.

[Paris: Printed by Andreas Bocard at the University of Paris, May 
28, 1501]. Collation: a8 b6, c-g8 h6 i-q8 r6 s-z8 [et]8 [con]6 A-B6 
C8(-C8). cxcii, [19] ff. Complete. Main text surrounded by two-
column linear gloss. Folio (13-1/2” x 9-1/2”). 

Contemporary paneled calf, corner fl eurons and large arabesques 
to boards, recently rebacked, raised bands and lettering piece to 
spine, endpapers added, early hand-lettered title to fore-edge. A 
few shallow scuffs to boards, moderate rubbing to their extremities, 
corners bumped and somewhat worn, hinges cracked, later 
bookseller ticket, owner bookplate (of Walter Wigglesworth, dated 
1934) and two 1930s-era auction or bookseller descriptions affi xed 

to front pastedown. Text printed in red and black gothic type, 
woodcut decorated initials. Light toning to text, faint dampstaining 
in places, minor edgewear to leaves at beginning and end of text, 
some with repairs, inkstains and spark burns to a few leaves. 
Contemporary annotations to endleaves and portions of text, 
some with minor loss due to trimming. A nice post-incunable copy 
of an important title.                                                                 $5,000.

FIRST  POST-1500 EDITION.  Main text followed by 
nineteen-page, two-part index (Tabula). Compiled around 1433 
and fi rst published around 1483-1485, Provinciale is the main 
authority for early English canon law. Divided into fi ve books, it is 
a digest of the synodal constitutions of the province of Canterbury, 
from the period of Archbishop Stephen Langton [c.1155-1228] to 
that of Archbishop Henry Chichele [1414-1443], with Lyndwood’s 
gloss. It is considered the law of the Church of England by some 
authorities. This copy was printed in Paris for the English market. 
Beale T403. ESTC S103845.

27
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[MAGNA CARTA]. 

Magna Carta in F. Wherunto is Added More Statut[es] 
than Ever Was Imprynted in Any One Boke Before this 
Tyme, With an Alminacke & a Calender to Know the 
Mootes. Necessarye for All Yong Studiers of the Lawe. 
Anno Domini. M.CCCCC.XXIX [1529, i.e. 1539]. 

[Imprynted at Lond(on): In Fletestrete, By Me Robert Redman 
Dwellynge at the Sygne of the George, Nexte to Saynt Dunstones 
Churche, Anno D[omi]ni. M.CCCCC.XXXIX (1539)]. [viii], 108, 108-
148, [5], 2-74, [5] ff. Final two leaves are blanks. Collates complete. 
12mo. (6” x 2-3/4”). 

Contemporary paneled calf with elaborate blind tooling, including 
a roll border of vine leaves, early hand-lettered titles to top and 
fore-edges. Negligible rubbing to extremities, corners bumped 
and lightly worn, small chip to head of spine, pastedowns loose, 
revealing strips of vellum with early manuscript, later owner stamp 
of Albert Ehrman to versos of boards, his bookplate (Bibliotheca 
Broxbourniana) to verso of rear endleaf, later bookseller catalogue 
description tipped-in to front endleaf. Title page, other leaves 
in fi rst gathering and leaves in fi nal gathering, which contain the 
calendar and tables, printed in red and black, woodcut decorated 
initials. Light toning to text, a few cracks to text block, light soiling 
and a small faint stain to title page, a few small worm holes 

through fi nal gathering, annotations in fi ne early hand in a few 
places, later annotations, identifying ownership of Richard Heber 
and S. Christie-Miller to endleaves. An exceptional copy with an 
interesting chain of associations.                                            $17,500.

THE F IRST  EDITION ISSUED WITH A  TITLE  PAGE 
and the fi rst typographically handsome printing. Text of Magna 
Carta and Charta de Foresta in Latin (despite the claim in Redman’s 
title page), statutes in Latin and Law French. First printed by 
Pynson around 1508, this augmented edition includes the Charta 
de Foresta of Henry III, statutes and additional information. Among 
the most notorious statutes are those of Edward I concerning Jews, 
which condemned them for irreverence and prevented them 
from practicing usury or acquiring land from Christians through 
pledges. Other “Antique Statutes” relate to women, wills, forcible 
entry, “Fraudulent Deedes” and other topics. It also includes a 
table of court calendars, “Necessarye for All Yong Studiers of 
the Lawe.” This copy belonged to three notable book collectors: 
Richard Heber [1773-1833], Samuel Christie-Miller [1810-1889] and 
Albert Ehrmann [1890-1969]. Ehrman, a connoisseur and collector 
of early typography, was probably drawn to this copy for its 
appearance. OCLC locates 11 copies in North America, 6 in law 
libaries (Boston College, Harvard, Library of Congress, University 
of Michigan, University of Wisconsin, Washington University). 
ESTC S122126. Beale S8. 
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S C A R C E  E A R LY  P R I N T I N G  O F  M A G N A  C A R TA  I N  E N G L I S H

[MAGNA CARTA].
[FERRERS, GEORGE (1500?-1579), TRANSLATOR]. 

The Great Charter Called in Latyn Magna Carta, With 
Divers Olde Statutes Whose Titles Appere in the Next 
Leafe Newly Corrected. Cum Privilegio ad Imprimendum 
Solum.

[London: In Paules Church Yerde at the Signe of the Maydens Heed 
by Thomas Petyt, 1542]. [iv], cxxviii ff. Lacking ff. cxxvix-ccix and 
following 5 unfoliated leaves of text. Final leaf, with colophon, 
supplied in fascimile. Octavo (5-1/4” x 3-1/2”).

Recent speckled calf, blind rules to boards, raised bands and 
lettering piece to spine, title page mounted, repairs to corners 
of following three leaves. Light rubbing to extremities, moderate 
toning and occasional faint dampspotting to text, minor worming 
to margins of fi nal 30 leaves, light dampstaining in a few places, 
light soiling to a few leaves. Faint early annotations to title page 
and a few other leaves, interior otherwise clean.                  $1,650.

THIS  IMPRINT IS  BASED ON  the fi rst English translation 
published by Redman in 1534. It includes the Charta de Foresta of 
Henry III, the Statutes of Merton and Marlebridge, the Statutes of 
Edward I and additional information. OCLC locates 12 copies of this 
imprint in North America, 8 in law libraries (Columbia, Harvard, 
Library of Congress, New York University, UC-Berkeley, University 
of Michigan, George Washington University, Yale). ESTC S101057. 
Beale S13.

AT T R A C T I V E  1 5 5 6  M A R S H E  E D I T I O N  O F  M A G N A  C A R TA

[MAGNA CARTA].
 
Magna Carta et Cetera Antiqua Statuta Nunc Noviter 
per Diversa Exemplaria Examinata et Summa Diligentia 
Castigata et Correcta cui Adiecta est Nova Tabula Valde 
Necessaria. 

London: In Aedibus Thome Marshe, 1556. [12], 2-160 ff.

[AND]
Secunda Pars Veterum Statutorum: Anno M.D.L.VI. 

[Imprinted at London in Fletestrete Nere to S. Dunstones Churche, 
by Thomes Marshe. Anno. M.D.L.VI. (1556)]. [iv], 80 ff.

Octavo (5-1/4” x 3-1/4”). Later calf, blind rules to boards, rebacked 
retaining spine with raised bands, gilt ornaments and lettering 
pieces. Some rubbing to extremities, minor nicks and scuffs to 
boards and spine. Light toning to text, faint dampstains to a few 
leaves, clean tear to a leaf, light soiling to title page. A handsome 
copy.                                                                                            $7,500.

ONE OF  TWO EDITIONS FROM 1556 ,  the last pre-
Elizabethan printings. Also one of the earlier printings of Magna 
Carta, a work fi rst printed around 1508, Marshe’s (or Marsche’s)
edition is based on the version printed by Thomas Berthelet in 
1531. It includes the Charta de Foresta of Henry III, the Statutes of 
Merton and Marlebridge, the Statutes of Edward I and additional 
information. OCLC locates 5 copies in North American law 
libraries (Columbia, Florida State University, Georgetown, Harvard, 
Washington University). ESTC S101067. Beale S15, S23. 
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A  S C A R C E  N AT U R A  B R E V I U M

[NATURA BREVIUM]. 

Natura Brevium in Englishe Newelye Corrected: With 
Divers Addicions of Statutes, Booke Cases, Plees 
in Abatementes of the Saide Writtes: And Theire 
Declaracio[n]s: And Barres to the Same Added and Put in 
Their Places Moste Convenie[n]t. 

[London: In Flete Stret within Temple Barre, At the Sygne of the 
Hand and Starre, By Rychard Tottil, Ye xxvii Daie of Februarye, 
Anno Domini, 1557]. 180, [3] ff. Octavo (5-1/2” x 3-1/2”). 

Nineteenth-century calf, blind rules and corner fl eurons to boards, 
raised bands lettering piece and blind ornaments to spine, early 
hand-lettered title to fore-edge, marbled endpapers. Light rubbing 
to extremities, title page, which is missing most of its fore-edge 
and lower corner with minor loss to text, re-hinged and mounted. 
Toning, (very) faint dampstaining to lower half of text block, 
internally clean.                                                                           $1,750.

WITH TABLE .  Text mostly in English, translated from Law 
French; some text in Latin. A cornerstone of the common law, the 
Natura Brevium is a selection of writs, with commentary, based 
on the Registrum Brevium dating from the reign of Edward III. The 
fi rst printed edition of the Natura Brevium was published in 1494 

by Richard Pynson. After Sir Anthony Fitzherbert published his New 
Natura Brevium in 1534 it was referred to as the Old Natura Brevium. 
The ESTC lists three variants of this title, with fi ve copies found 
worldwide of our variant here. OCLC locates 12 of all three, 5 in North 
American law libraries (Columbia, Harvard, Library of Congress, 
Minnesota State Law Library, Yale). ESTC S105959. Beale T105a. 

1 5 8 4  T O T T E L  E D I T I O N  O F  T H E  O L D  N AT U R A  B R E V I U M

[NATURA BREVIUM]. 

La Vieux Natura Brevium, Dernierment Corrigee et Amend’, 
&c. Nouelment Imprimee. 

London: In Aedibus Richardi Tottelli, 1584. 180, [4] ff. 12mo. (5-
3/4” x 4”).

Contemporary calf, blind-stamped insignia and monogram “WC,” 
and later blind stamp “SC” to upper corner, raised bands. Moderate 
rubbing to extremities with wear to spine ends and corners, front 
hinge starting. Occasional light dampstaining. Despite these minor 
impediments, a well-preserved, highly desirable copy in its original 
state.                                                                                           $2,000.

THIS  EDITION STANDS APART  from the numerous 
editions produced during the sixteenth century because it was 
printed by Richard Totell [fl . 1553-1594]. Totell was an important 
London printer who owned the patent for many common law 
books. Walker 867. ESTC S113106. Beale T97. 
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PERKINS,  JOHN [D.  1545] . 

A Profi table Booke of Maister Iohn Perkins, Felowe of the 
Inner Temple Treating of the Lawes of Englande.

 [London]: Apud Richardum Totell, [c.1560-1565]. 19, 168 ff. Lacking 
fi nal blank leaf. Octavo (5-1/4” x 3-3/4”). 

Attractive late-nineteenth century maroon polished calf, blind 
frames to boards, raised bands and gilt titles to spine, endpapers 
renewed. Negligible light rubbing to spine ends and joints. Top 
edge gilt. The fi rst leaf of the proem has a splendid decorated initial 
illuminated in gold against a blue background, main text has a 
woodcut decorated initial. Early underlining and brief annotations 
to a few leaves. Offsetting to margins of endleaves, negligible light 
wear and browning to a few leaves, interior otherwise fresh. A 
desirable copy of a rare imprint.                                             $3,500.

EARLY EDITION OF  A  WORK F IRST  PUBLISHED in 
1528.  Main text in Law-French, preface in Latin. A popular work 
during the sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries that was held 
in high regard by Coke, Perkins’s Profi table Booke went through 
numerous editions in both English and Law-French. Devoted 
mostly to the land law as developed in the Year Books, it is divided 
into the following topics: grants, deeds, feoffments, exchanges, 
dower, curtesy, wills, devises, surrenders, reservations, and 
conditions. According to Marvin, “the English translations are, 
more or less, inaccurate, and have accumulated errors...the 
French editions, therefore, are generally to be preferred” (563). 
This copy does not have a publication date, but its colophon, 
pagination (stated above) and printing errors suggest either 1560 
or 1565. The colophon reads: “Imprinted at Lon-/ don in fl etestrete 

with-/ in temple barre, at the signe of/ the hande and starre, by/ 
Richarde Tottle”; leaf 154 is numbered 167. All of the imprints listed 
in Beale have printed dates. However, Pollard and Redgrave list 
two undated imprints with the provisional dates of 1560 and 1565. 
Records on OCLC with an identical colophon, pagination and 
printing errors of our copy state 1560, except for Harvard, which 
gives a provisional date of 1559. Our copy thus falls between the 
1555 and 1567 Tottel editions. OCLC locates 7 copies. HEL V:388. 
Pollard & Redgrave 19634/19634.5. ESTC S4042.

“A  P R O F I TA B L E  B O O K E ”

PERKINS,  JOHN. 

A Profi table Booke of Master John Perkins, Fellowe of the 
Inner Temple. Treating of the Lawes of Englande.

[London: In Fletestreete...Within Temple Barre...By Richarde Tottell, 
1586]. [xx], 168 ff. Octavo (5-1/2” x 4”). 

Contemporary calf, blind rules and large central arabesques 
fl anked by owner initials (E B) to boards, rebacked, lettering piece 
and blind rules to spine, corners repaired, endpapers renewed. 
Some rubbing to extremities, corners bumped and somewhat 
worn, crack in text block between title page and following leaf. 
Some toning, minor edgewear to preliminaries, chip to fore-edge 
of fol. [xvii] faint dampstaining to fore-edge and lower margins of 
most of text. Brief early annotations to a few leaves, a few minor 
inkstains, interior otherwise clean.                                           $1,250.

ESTC S108588. Beale T424. 

R A R E  I M P R I N T  O F  A  P R O F I TA B L E  B O O K E   T H AT  I S  N O T  L I S T E D  I N  B E A L E
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PLOWDEN, EDMUND [1518-1585] .
A[SHE], T[HOMAS [FL. 1599-1618], DIGESTER.

Abridgment des Touts les Cases Reportez Alarge per 
Monsieur Plowden, Ouesq[ue] les Exceptions al Pleadings 
& Leur Responses, Les Resolutions des Matters in ley, & 
Touts Auters Principal Matters Surdants sur les Arguments 
de Mesmes, Composee & Digest p[er] T.A. 

London: In Aedibus Ianae Yetsweirt, [1597?]. [1], 91, [1] ff. Table. 
Lacking Signature D (ff. 17-24). Like most copies, this not issued 
with a preface (as per ESTC). Octavo (5-1/2” x 3-3/4”).

Contemporary limp vellum with lapped edges, early hand-lettered 
title to spine, front joint reinforced, ties lacking. Light rubbing to 
extremities, light soiling, somewhat heavier soiling to spine, front 
joint starting near head, front pastedown loose, a few cracks to text 
block. Moderate toning to text, faint ink smudges to a few leaves, 

35 light soiling to title page, some edgewear to preliminaries and fi nal 
few leaves. Annotations in early hand fi lling front pastedown and 
verso of title page, other annotations in same hand to margins of 
several leaves.                                                                            $1,500. 

FIRST  EDITION.  Ashe’s was the fi rst abridgment of Plowden. 
Well received, it had a second edition in 1607 and was reissued 
in an English translation in 1650. First published in 1571 and 
covering the period of 1550-1580, Plowden’s Reports marks the 
transition away from the cumulative method of the Year Books to 
one based on exposition and commentary. In most respects it is 
a precursor of the modern reporter. The annotations in our copy 
indicate patient study. The notes on the preliminary leaves are 
case references linked to the text. The notes to the margins are 
glosses and summaries of key points. Some sources, most notably 
the Pollard and Redgrave Short-Title Catalogue, give a publication 
date of 1598. OCLC locates 3 copies in North American law libraries 
(Harvard, Library of Congress, University of Minnesota). Pollard & 
Redgrave 20037. ESTC R114904. Beale R491.

T H E  F I R S T  A B R I D G M E N T  O F  P L O W D E N  W I T H  C O N T E M P O R A R Y  A N N O TAT I O N S
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RASTELL,  WILLIAM [1508-1565] , 
COMPILER. 

A Collection in English, Of the Statutes Now in Force, 
Continued from the Beginning of Magna Charta, Made in 
the 9. Yeere of the Reigne of King H.3. Until the Ende of the 
Session of Parliament Holden in the 35. Yeere of the Reigne 
of Our Gratious Queene Elizabeth, Under Titles Placed by 
Order of Alphabet: Wherein is Performed (Touching the 
Statutes Wherewith Iustices of the Peace Have to Deale) 
so Much as was Promised in the Booke of Their Offi ce 
Lately Published.... Hereunto is Added Two Tables: The 
One...Declaring Under Titles by Order of Alphabet the 
Substance of Such Referments as Stood at the Ende of Eche 
Title in the First Collection of Statutes, Set Forth by Master 
Iustice Rastal. And in this Table, The Title of Iustices of the 
Peace is Speciallie Perused and Amended, For Their More 
Easie Finding of Matters in this Booke, Concerning Their 
Authoritie. In the Other Table... Are Set Downe by Order of 
the Kings Raignes, The Severall Times of Their Parliaments, 
Together with the Sundry Chapters and Intitulings of the 
Particular Statutes in Every of the Same: Whereby the 
Reader May Easilie Finde Under what Title, And in What 
Leafe of this Booke, Any of These Statutes be Placed: And 
May Also...Redilie See, What, And How Manie Statutes in 
Eche Kings Raigne, Do Concerne the Iustices of Peace, And 
in What Leafe of this Book to Finde Them. 

London: Imprinted by the Deputies of Christopher Barker, 1594. 
[xxx], 552, [14] ff. Main text in parallel columns. Folio (11” x 7-1/2”). 

Contemporary paneled calf over wooden boards, elaborate blind 
tooling to boards, clasps lacking, buckles present, front board 
carefully re-attached, endleaves renewed. Moderate rubbing to 
extremities, some scuffs and scratches to boards. Woodcut head-
pieces, tail-pieces and decorated initials. Light toning, somewhat 
heavier in places, faint dampstaining and edgewear to outer 
margins of preliminaries and a few other few leaves, light soiling to 
title page.                                                                                    $2,500.

RASTELL  F IRST  PUBLISHED  his great collection of statutes 
from Magna Carta to the present in 1557. It was updated periodically, 
the fi nal edition appearing in 1625. As the title indicates, it had 

fi nding aids to facilitate its use by justices of the peace. “It is partly 
of the nature of an edition of the Statutes at large, as the enacting 
parts of the public statutes in force are printed nearly word for 
word, and in their original language. But it is more of the nature 
of an abridgment.... The book was frequently republished and 
brought up to date in successive editions and in 1579 the Latin and 
French statutes were translated.”: HEL IV: 311-312. ESTC S121424. 
Beale S70. 

E A R LY  P R I N T I N G  O F  A  L A N D M A R K  W O R K 
I N  L E G A L  E T H I C S  A N D  E Q U I T Y

SAINT GERMAN (GERMAIN), 
CHRISTOPHER [1460?-1540] .

The Dyaloges in Englishe, Betwene a Doctour of Divinitie, 
And a Student in the Lawes of Englande, Newely Corrected 
and Imprinted Wyth New Addicions. 

[London: In Aedibus Richardi Tottelli, 1554 (i.e. 1565?)]. 48, 50-
177, [4] ff. Final four leaves, which comprise the index, supplied in 
facsimile. Octavo (5-1/2” x 3-1/2”). 

Later calf, blind rules to boards, raised bands and gilt title to spine. 
Some rubbing to extremities with minor wear to spine ends and 
corners, a few minor nicks to boards. Title printed within woodcut 
architectural border. Moderate toning to text, somewhat heavier 
in places, faint dampstaining to a few leaves, title page, following 
leaf and fi nal leaf partially detached. Early annotations to title page 
and a few leaves, later owner signature to front free endpaper, 
interior otherwise clean. An attractive copy.                         $1,500.

WRITTEN ORIGINALLY  IN  LATIN IN  1523 ,  Dialogus 
de Fundamentis Legum Angliae et de Conscientia, better known 
by its colloquial English title, Doctor and Student, contains two 
dialogues between a doctor of divinity and a student of English law. 
It popularized canonist learning on the nature and object of law, 
the religious and moral standards of law, the foundations of the 
common law and issues regarding the jurisdiction of Parliament. 
It was also a key work in the development of equity law. Doctor 
and Student went through numerous editions. An authority well 
into the eighteenth century, it infl uenced several writers, including 
Blackstone. A few sources believe the 1554 Tottell imprint was 
actually printed in 1565. Whatever the date, it is a scarce imprint. 
OCLC locates 7 copies in North American law libraries (Boston 
College, Columbia, Harvard, Jenkins, LA County, University of 
Michigan, University of Pennsylvania). ESTC S116343. Beale T473. 
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1 5 7 5  I M P R I N T  O F  D O C T O R  A N D  S T U D E N T

SAINT GERMAN (GERMAIN), 
CHRISTOPHER. 

The Dialoges in Englishe, Betweene a Doctor of Divinitie, 
And a Student in the Lawes of Englande. Newely Corrected 
and Imprinted Wyth New Addicions.

[London: In Aedibus Richardi Tottelli, 1575]. 177 [i.e. 176], [4] ff. 
Octavo (5-1/4” x 3-3/4”). 

Eighteenth-century calf, rebacked, raised bands and lettering 
piece to spine, endpapers renewed. Some rubbing to extremities, 
corners bumped and worn. Title printed within woodcut 
architectural border. Toning to text, faint dampstaining in places, 
a few worm holes to fore-edge leaves just touching text in a few 
places, light soiling to title page, which has a chip (1-3/4” x 1/2”) to 
fore-edge with some loss to printed border. Contemporary and 
later (probably eighteenth-century) annotations to title page and 
some text leaves, interior otherwise clean.                           $2,000.

OCLC LOCATES  4  COPIES  in North American law libraries 
(Florida State University, Harvard, Social Law, Washington 
University). Beale T476. ESTC S116366. 

A N D  A N  I M P R I N T  F R O M  1 5 9 8 

SAINT,  GERMAN (GERMAIN), 
CHRISTOPHER.

The Dialogue in English, Betweene a Doctor of Divinitie, 
And a Student in the Lawes of England. Newly Corrected 
and Imprinted, With New Additions. 

London: Printed by Thomas Wight and Bonham Norton, 1598. [2]-
176, [4] ff. Title page lacking, supplied in facsimile. Octavo (5-1/4” 
x 3-1/4”). 

Somewhat later sheep, blind rules to boards, blind rules and raised 
bands to spine. Moderate rubbing to extremities, small chip to 
head of spine, corners bumped, endleaves neatly removed. Light 
toning to text, brief early annotations to a few leaves.                        
                                                                                                        SOLD
ESTC S116373. Beale T480. 

C O N TA I N S  T H E  F I R S T  M E N T I O N  O F  G O L F 
A N D  T H E  F I R S T  D I C T I O N A R Y  O F  S C O T S  L A W

[SKENE,  JOHN C.1543-1617) ,  COMPILER] .

The Lawes and Actes of Parliament Maid be King Iames 
the First, And His Successours Kinges of Scotland: 
Visied, Collected and Extracted Surth of the Register. 
The Contentes of This Buik, Are Expremed in the Leafe 
Following. 

Edinburgh: Imprented be Robert Waldegrave, 1597. [v], 162; 178; 
[30]; [70] ff. Folding table. Four parts. First and fourth parts have 
title pages, the fourth titled De Verborum Signifi catione: The 
Exposition of the Termes and Diffi cill Wordes, Contained in the 
Foure Buikes of Regiam Majestatem. Lacks additional engraved 
title page found in some copies. Folio (10” x 7”).

Recent period-style quarter-calf over marbled boards. Toning 
to text, somewhat heavier in places, negligible foxing to a few 
leaves, a few leaves recornered. Woodcut initials and head and 
tail-pieces. Fore-edges trimmed with some loss to title page and 
head-piece of Fol. 1 of the second part.                                  $1,500.

SECOND EDITION. Expanded. This volume contains what 
is thought to be the earliest mention of golf in print, tracing its 
history to the manuscript Acts of 1457, when King James II decreed 
“that the fute-bal and golfe be utterly cryed downe, and not to be 
used. And as tuitching the futeball and the golfe, to be punished 
by the Baronnis un-law, and gif he takis not the un-law, that it 
be taken be the Kingis offi ciares.” This volume also contains the 
1491 re-confi rmation by James IV: “Item, It is stature and ordained 
that in place of the Realme there be used fute-ball, golfe, or uther 
sik unprofi table sportes, for the commoun gud of the realme & 
defense thereof.” In their bibliography, The Game of Golf and The 
Printed Word 1566 1985, A Bibliography of Golf Literature in the 
English Language, Donovan and Murdoch say “[t]he Acts is a prize 
that many golf collectors would like to win” (1). The last section, 70 
ff., was the fi rst appearance of Skene’s De Verborum Signifi catione, 
the fi rst published dictionary of Scots law. ESTC S116931.
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STAUNFORD, SIR WILLIAM [1509-1558] . 

Les Plees del Coron, Divisees in Plusors Titles & Comon 
Lieux. Per Queux Home Plus Redement & Plenairement 
Trovera Quelque Chose quil Quira, Touchant les Dits 
Plees. Dernierment Corrigee Avecques un Table Parfaicte 
des Choses Notables Contenues en Ycelle, Nouvelment 
Revue et Corrigee. 

[London]: In Aedibus Richardi Tottelli, 1574. [xiv], 198 ff.

[BOUND WITH]

STAUNFORD, SIR WILLIAM.

An Exposition of the Kinges Prerogative Collected Out of the 
Great Abridgement of Iustice Fitzherbert And Other Olde 
Writers of the Lawes of Englande. Whereunto is Annexed 
the Proces to the Same Prerogative Appertaining. 

[London: Imprynted...in Flete Strete Within Temple Barre...By 
Rychard Tottel, 1568]. [i], 85 ff.

Quarto (7-1/4” x 5-1/4”). Contemporary calf, blind frames to boards, 
corners mended, rebacked, raised bands and lettering pieces to 

spine, early hand-lettered title to fore-edge, endpapers renewed. 
Moderate rubbing to extremities, minor chipping to spine ends, 
front joint cracked, rear joint starting, cracks in text block before 
title page and after fi nal index leaf. Title page of Plees printed within 
large woodcut architectural border, woodcut decorated initials to 
both works. Minor toning, light soiling to title pages. Later owner 
signature (of Wm. H. Stillingfl eet, 1797) to front endleaf, notes in 
sixteenth and eighteenth-century hands in a few places, some 
affected by trimming with negligible loss. A nice copy.         $1,750.

LATER EDITIONS .  First published in 1557, Staunford’s Plees 
is considered a “principal book” by Pollock and Maitland, one that 
enables us “to trace our modern laws of crimes, from the later 
middle ages onwards.” Based on Bracton and the Year Books, 
Staunford’s treatise is divided into three parts. The fi rst treats 
offences, the second treats jurisdiction, appeals, indictments, and 
defenses. The third addresses trials and convictions. Plees was 
written after Staunford was appointed judge of the common pleas 
in 1554. Exposition of the Kinges Prerogative was fi rst published 
in 1567. It addresses discretionary rights enjoyed by the monarchy 
in foreign policy, domestic affairs, legal and governmental 
administration, religion and economic matters. Pollock and 
Maitland II:448. ESTC S117813, S117817. Beale T489, T492.
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F I N A L  E D I T I O N S  O F  S TA U N F O R D ’ S  P L E E S  A N D  E X P O S I T I O N 

STAUNFORD, SIR WILLIAM. 

Les Plees del Coron, Divisees in Plusors Titles & Comon 
Lieux. Per Queux Home Pluis Redement & Plenairement 
Trover a Quelque Chose que Il Quira, Touchant les Dits 
Plees, Composees per le Tres Reuerend Iudge Monsieur 
Guilliaulme Staundforde Chiualer, Dernierment Corrigee 
Auecques un Table Parfaicte des Choses Notables 
Contenus en Ycelle, Nouelment Reveu & Corrigee. 

[London]: In Aedibus Richardi Tottelli, 1583. [xii], 196 ff. 

[BOUND WITH]

STAUNFORD, SIR WILLIAM.

An Exposition of the Kinges Prerogative, Collected Out of 
the Great Abridgement of Iustice Fitzherbert, And Other Old 
Writers of the Lawes of England. Whereunto is Annexed 
the Proces to the Same Praerogative Appertaining. 

London: Imprinted...in Fleet-Streat Within Temple Barre...By 
Richard Totthil, 1590]. [i], [5]-84 [i.e. 85] ff.

Quarto (7-1/2” x 5-1/2”). Contemporary calf, blind rules and large 
central arabesques to boards, rebacked, raised bands and lettering 
pieces to spine, endpapers renewed, ties lacking. Light rubbing to 
extremities, corners bumped and lightly worn, front hinge cracked 
but secure, later bookplate to front pastedown. Title of Plees 
printed within handsome woodcut architectural border, woodcut 
initials. Light toning to text, some soiling to title page of Plees, 
negligible foxing to a few leaves. A handsome volume.      $2,500.

FINAL  EDITIONS .  ESTC S117812, S117820. Beale T490, T496.
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A N  I M P O R TA N T  E A R LY  W O R K  O N  W R I T S

THELOALL,  SIMON.
 
Le Digest des Briefes Originals, Et des Choses Concer-
nants Eux. 

London: In Aedibus Richardi Tottelli, 1579. [viii], 424 ff. With 
dedication and table. Octavo (6” x 4”). 

Seventeenth-century calf, blind rules to boards, raised bands and 
later lettering piece to spine, early hand-lettered title to fore-edge 
of text block. A few shallow scuffs to boards, some rubbing to 
extremities, front board beginning to separate, rear joint starting, 
some chipping to spine ends, corners bumped, pastedowns lacking, 
partial crack to text block between ff. 192 and 193. Light soiling to 
title page, toning to text. Annotations in neat early chancery hand 
to several leaves, later owner signature of William Jones to title 
page. An appealing copy.                                                          $1,500.

FIRST  EDITION.  An important early work on writs, Theloall’s 
Digest owes its origin to the suggestion of Staunford that it would 
be a good idea if lawyers would write treatises on the other titles 
of the abridgments similar to his study of the Title “Prerogative.” 
Staunford illustrated his meaning by showing how the Title “Brief” 
might be treated. Theloall chose this title, and wrote a treatise on 
it for his own use. The manuscript, having been lent, eventually 
found its way to a printer. “It deserved to be printed, as it is the 
most orderly treatise on procedure, founded on the Year Books, 
that had yet appeared... Historically, it comes between the older 
commentaries upon writs and the modern books on procedure.”: 
HEL V:381. A second edition was published in 1678. The owner of this 
book may have been Sir William Jones [1746-1794], the important 
jurist, legal writer and Orientalist. ESTC S118369. Beale T499.  
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T H E  L A W B O O K  E X C H A N G E ,  L T D .

M C A T A L O G U E  8 3 M

5  E D W A R D  I V,  T H E  “ L O N G  Q U I N T O ”

[YEAR BOOK]. 
EDWARD IV,  K ING [ 1442-1483] . 

En Cest Volume est Conteinus le Longe Report de Anno 
Quinto Edwardi Quarti. Ore Novelment Imprimee & 
Corigee, Ouesque References al Abridgement de les Cases 
in Brooke Addes in le Margent de Chescun Case. 

London: In Aedibus Richardi Tottelli, [1587]. [v], 108, 108-142, [1] ff. 
Collates complete. Folio (11-1/2” x 8”). 

Contemporary calf, blind rules and medium-sized arabesques 
to boards, raised bands and later lettering piece to spine. Some 
rubbing to extremities, chipping to spine ends, joints just starting 
at ends, corners bumped, pastedowns loose and edgeworn, 
as are other endleaves and title page, later annotations and 
private-library shelf label (Kimbolton Castle, Cambridgeshire) to 
verso of front board (behind pastedown, where it is loose). Title 
printed within handsome woodcut architectural border, woodcut 
decorated initials. Some soiling to title page, light browning to text. 
Underlining and brief annotations in fi ne contemporary chancery 
hand throughout. An appealing copy.                                     $1,350.

COVERS THE F IFTH REGNAL YEAR  of Edward IV (Easter, 
Trinity, and Michaelmas terms, 1465-1466). This is also known as 
the “long quinto,” the longer of the two Year Books for this regnal 
year, and one highly regarded for the quality of its reporting. It 
is diffi cult to overestimate the importance of the Year Books. As 
a series of notes on debates and points of pleadings in Norman 
England they are of crucial primary sources for our knowledge of 
medieval common law. They also provide a richly detailed portrait 
of contemporary English life, customs and manners. The origin 
of the Year Books is unknown. Maitland believed that the earliest 
volumes were notes taken by law students in court copied for the 
use of pleaders in later cases. Holdsworth says they were records 
of cases made by lawyers for personal use. Though it is not known 
when the fi rst manuscript volumes were compiled, it is clear that 
cases can be found to date from the 1270’s and the series continues 
to 1535. Marvin suggests that the Year Books are as old as the time 
of William the Conquerer. As Marvin has pointed out, these are the 
“venerable books” from which Littleton, Hobart, Hale and Coke 
drew “so much valuable ore, melting it into ingots and refi ning 
and sending it abroad as the correct coin of the Common Law.” 
Printed editions of the Year Books were fi rst issued by William de 
Machlinia between 1481 and 1482. The present volume is one of the 
so-called “quarto editions.” These volumes were issued separately 
with various dates and impressions between 1522 and 1619. HEL 
V:357-377. ESTC S101302. Beale R371. 

N O T  I N  B E A L E

[YEAR BOOK]. 
EDWARD V, KING [1470-C.1483]. 
RICHARD III, KING [1452-1485]. 
HENRY VII, KING [1457-1509].
HENRY VIII, KING [1491-1547]. 

Anni, Regum, Edwardi Quinti, Richardi Tertii, Henrici 
Septimi, Et Henrici Octavi, Omnes, Qui Antea Impressi 
Fuerunt, Iam Recens Post Priores Editiones Emendati 
& Repurgati, Numeris Interlinearibus, Notatis Tum in 
Margine, Tum in Capite, Priorum Editionu[m] Foliis, 
Respondentibus, Quorum Principijs Signa Ista ** In Textu 
Praeponuntur. Accessit nunc Primum, Annalium Regis 
Henrici Octavi, In Honorandi Illius Iudicis Domini Roberti 
Brooki Equitis, Epitomes Titulis Digestorum, in Margine 
Annotatio. 

London: In Aedibus Ianae Yetsweirt, 1597. [390] ff. in various 
pagings. Collates complete. Folio (11-3/4” x 8”).

Recent period-style calf, blind double fi llets forming two panels 
with corner fl eurons to boards, raised bands and lettering piece 
to spine, endpapers renewed with marbled paper, early hand-
lettered title to fore-edge of text block. Light rubbing to extremities, 
cracks in text block between text block and free endpapers. Title 
printed within handsome woodcut architectural border, woodcut 
decorated initials. Some toning to text, light browning in a few 
places, struck through signature to head of title page, annotations 
in tiny early chancery hand to a few leaves. Ex-library. Perforated 
stamp to title page. A handsome copy.                                   $1,500.

COVERS REGNAL YEARS 1  EDWARD V  (1483), 1-2 Richard 
III (1483-85), 1-16, 20-21 Henry VII (1485-1509), and 12-14, 18-19, 
26-27 Henry VIII (1509-1547). With an index of cases, side-notes 
and cross-references to Brooke, Fitzherbert and other authorities. 
OCLC locates four copies of the present imprint in North American 
law libraries (Columbia, Harvard and the Universities of Minnesota 
and Pennsylvania). Not in Beale or its supplement (published 
1943), but it is given the designation “382a” in an annotated copy 
and an unpublished “Supplement 2” held by the Harvard Law 
School Library (as noted in its online catalogue). ESTC S121406. 
Not in Beale. 

45

44


