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1836: Documenting the Texas Revolution from San Luis Potosí 
  

 
 On January 2, 1836, when President and General of the Mexican Army Antonio López de 

Santa Anna marched north to confront the burgeoning Texas rebellion, few cities in Mexico were 

more invested in the outcome, both literally and figuratively, than San Luis Potosí.  Not only was 

it Santa Anna’s staging ground--the place where he would launch his invasion of Texas--but it was 

here that he had gathered, equipped, and organized his force of more than 6000 troops.  What was 

more, he had raised funds by coercing its town council to offer him a 10,000-peso loan, then 

negotiated private loans of 400,000 pesos from two of its leading citizens.  Thus it is little surprise 

that San Luis followed the unfolding events in Texas so closely, and that for the duration of the 

conflict its only contemporary newspaper, the weekly La Opinion, periodico oficial del gobierno 

superior de San Luis Potosí, covered all aspects of the war and its aftermath. 

 

 
 

 Here we are pleased to offer this remarkable record of the revolution, an almost unbroken 

run of La Opinion for the entire year of 1836, perhaps the most significant twelve months in Texas 

history.  Spanning from January 1 through December 15, including 49 issues and 6 extras--many 

of which are unique--this is the most extensive known run of La Opinion for 1836, lacking only 

six issues.  And since the lone contemporary paper published in Texas, the Telegraph and Texas 

Register, did not operate from March 24 to August 2, rare Mexican newspapers such as La Opinion 

are essential primary sources for documenting these crucial months of the war.  We have located 

only six institutions holding any copies of this title, and we trace no comparable run of any 

other 1836 Mexican newspaper ever offered in the history of the trade. 

 

PRELUDE AT GONZALES 

 

 The first American citizen granted permission to settle a colony in Texas was Connecticut 

native Moses Austin, whose son Stephen would later come to be known as the Father of Texas.  In 

1820, Moses traveled from St. Louis--where both his lead mine and bank had failed--to the frontier 

post of San Antonio, where he convinced the Spanish Crown to reinstate the empresario system in 

eastern Tejas, then a sparsely populated part of New Spain.  Under this framework, an empresario 

was an individual given the right to settle on land in exchange for recruiting colonists and providing 

for the local defense.  Moses returned to Missouri to recruit 300 families, but died of pneumonia 

in June 1821 before seeing his scheme to completion.  Prior to his death, he passed his empresarial 

title to Stephen, who having few opportunities in Missouri himself, traveled to San Antonio to take 

up his father’s grant.  Austin learned along the trip that Mexico had declared its independence from 

Spain, that Tejas had become part of the new Mexican state of Coahuila y Tejas, and that the new 

Mexican state refused to recognize his title.  Austin eventually regained the empresario and began 

to advertise for colonists in New Orleans newspapers.  Not until 1825 would he successfully settle 

the required 300 families in his Austin Colony, but by 1830 another 25,000 had joined these Old 

Three Hundred across the sprawling territory.  Most of Austin’s settlers had immigrated from the 
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American South, bringing with them the institution of slavery despite strong opposition from the 

new Mexican government.  The inevitable flash point came in 1835. 

 

 For most of the decade, Austin had worked to maintain a fragile peace between the Mexican 

state and his Texas colonists, who chafed under the rule of the First Republic and its string of failed 

governments.  In January 1834, with the mistaken belief that Austin was pressing for independence 

and stirring his colonists to rebellion, government authorities had him arrested in Saltillo and taken 

to Mexico City, where he would remain in prison or under house arrest until August 1835.  Shortly 

after Austin’s arrest, former president and military general Antonio López de Santa Anna staged a 

coup that overthrew the First Mexican Republic, replacing it and its federalist Constitution of 1824 

with the conservative Centralist Republic of Mexico.  Choosing to rule from behind the scenes, he 

had his ally and fellow soldier-politician Miguel Barragán installed as interim president in January 

1835.  During the next several months, federalist rebellions and separatist movements would break 

out across eastern and northern Mexico, including in Yucatan, Tabasco, Zacatecas, and Coahila y 

Tejas.  For Austin’s colonists, the end of the federalist system was troubling enough, but Coahila’s 

new state constitution also promised an immediate end to slavery. 

 

 On October 2, a detachment of Mexican soldiers marched on Gonzales, Texas, to reclaim 

a cannon loaned to its colonists four years earlier to assist in their defense against Comanche Indian 

raids.  As word spread, more than 140 members of the Texas militia gathered to resist.  Shots were 

exchanged throughout the night and into the following day, resulting in the deaths of two Mexican 

soldiers.  Outgunned and outnumbered, the government troops eventually withdrew--without the 

cannon--to San Antonio de Béxar, about 70 miles to the west.  Although the skirmish was of little 

practical significance, its symbolic power can hardly be overstated.  As Austin himself would write 

just two days later, “War is declared against military despotism.  Public opinion has proclaimed it 

with one united voice.  The campaign has opened” (in Paddock 1922: 122).  After receiving news 

of the fight at Gonzales, the brother-in-law of Santa Anna, General Martín Perfecto de Cos, moved 

with 500 troops from Goliad to San Antonio.  Austin followed with his militia, and on October 11 

laid siege to Cos and his forces there.  Meanwhile, colonists from across Texas met at San Felípe 

de Austin to form a political gathering, known as the Consultation, charged with organizing a new 

government.  Sam Houston was appointed commander of the Texian Army, while  Henry Smith 

was elected governor.  Over the objections of the pro-independence Smith, the delegates voted to 

remain a part of Mexico, but only under the 1824 Constitution.  The Texians’ siege at Béxar held 

until December 9, when Cos and his men surrendered; Austin let them withdraw on condition that 

they not further oppose the Constitution.  Following Cos’s retreat, there was not a single Mexican 

garrison left in Texas, leading many colonists to think the war was over. 

 

 Santa Anna thought differently.  Having taken on dictatorial powers with the overthrow of 

the 1824 Constitution, he had begun styling himself the Napoleon of the West, and having nothing 

but contempt for the rebels, he resolved to personally deliver a punishing blow.  He stepped down 

as president and assumed command of the army, leaving Mexico City on November 28 for San 

Luis Potosí.  Here he gathered more than 6000 troops and prepared to march them north, in the 

dead of winter, across 800 miles of the Chihuahuan desert to Béxar.  On December 30, only a week  

before he departed from San Luis, his defense minister--Jose Maria Tornel--issued a proclamation 

from Mexico City that all foreigners fighting on behalf of Texas would be treated as pirates and 

shown no quarter if apprehended: “extranjeros que desembarcaran en algún puerto de la República  
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o penetraran en ella, armados y con objeto de atacar nuestro territorio, serán tratados y castigados 

como piratas.”  Meant to dampen the Texian’s fervor, the now infamous Tornel Decree was instead 

a fuel that turned the spark at Gonzales into the conflagration at San Jacinto. 

 

BÉXAR AND THE ALAMO 

 

 Santa Anna led his army out of San Luis Potosí on January 2.  After a grueling march of 

more than six weeks, during which the Mexican force--now numbering perhaps 8000 men--faced 

brutal winter storms and half-rations, they finally began crossing the Rio Grande into South Texas 

by February 15.  Eight days later, the first of Santa Anna’s troops reached Béxar and discovered 

the Texian rebels barricaded behind the walls of its old Alamo mission, which with its adjoining 

fortified compound sprawled across three acres.  In the weeks since General Cos had relinquished 

Béxar to Austin’s militia, the Texians had labored steadily to improve the compound’s ramshackle 

defenses, including building a catwalk along the walls.  Even so, the Alamo was only intended to 

withstand short attacks from Native American raids, not an assault by a large force equipped with 

artillery.  Moreover, the Texians barely numbered 250 men, and were perhaps as few as 180, far 

from what was needed to adequately defend the Alamo’s 1300-foot perimeter.   

 

 Back in early January, the Alamo’s acting commander, Col. James Neill, had written to the 

provisional government and to Sam Houston seeking additional men and supplies.  Houston, who 

was struggling to organize the Texian Army, could spare little of either, but instead sent Col. James 

Bowie and 30 men to retrieve the Alamo’s 20 cannon--all but one of which were left behind by 

Cos--and to destroy the complex to prevent its falling back into Mexican hands.  Soon after arriving 

at Béxar, however, Bowie agreed with Neill that defending the old fort was essential to the Texian 

cause and refused his order from Houston to destroy it.  On February 11, Neill had left the fort to 

recruit defenders from the surrounding countryside, leaving 26-year-old Lt. Col. William Travis 

to command in his stead.  The other defenders voted to put the older and more experienced Bowie 

in charge, such that the two men ultimately shared command of the fort.  During the second week 

of February, morale was bolstered by the arrival of former congressman David Crockett, then one 

of the most famous men in America.  An anti-Jacksonian who had just lost his bid for reelection 

to a candidate of the Jacksonian machine, he had made his way from Tennessee to San Antonio de 

Béxar with the aim of rekindling both his personal and political fortunes.  Offered a commission 

at once (with his age and military experience he would have outranked any man at the Alamo), he 

offered that he would be honored to serve instead as a simple private.  Despite pleas from Travis 

and Bowie, no more than a trickle of reinforcements would arrive in time to help them hold the 

old garrison.  The Alamo’s defenders were on their own. 

  

 The Texians realized neither how rapidly Santa Anna was approaching nor the size of his 

force until February 23, when Mexican troops were nearly within sight of the garrison.  Santa Anna 

immediately laid in a siege and began bombarding the Alamo with long guns and howitzers placed 

well beyond the reach of Texian volleys.  Things were progressing well for Santa Anna’s campaign 

beyond his own siege, as well.  At San Patricio, halfway between Béxar and Matamoros, General 

José Urrea twice launched devastating surprise attacks on a Texian force under Dr. James Grant 

and Frank Johnson that was charging south in an ill-advised foray to take Matamoros (a strategy 

opposed by Sam Houston himself).  Urrea surprised Johnson’s half of the force, about 40 men, as 

they slept at San Patricio on February 27, killing 16 and taking 21 captive, though Johnson escaped 



Primary Sources, Uncharted Americana 

______________________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                    

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
  6 

 

toward Refugio.  Then three days later Urrea caught Grant’s detachment as they were returning to 

San Patricio, killing 40--including Grant--and taking six more as prisoners, as well as all of their 

munitions, supplies, and horses.  Urrea sent notice of his victories to Santa Anna and asked what 

he should do with his prisoners.  Foreshadowing what was to come, the commander replied that 

Tornel’s decree and thus Mexican law was clear: there were to be no prisoners, they would make 

an example of the Texians for other would-be rebels.  Urrea should kill them all. 

 
 Urrea’s lightning strikes spurred Santa Anna to make his move against the Alamo.  By the time he 

learned of the Mexican victories at San Patricio, the Texian defenses at Béxar had been under constant 

bombardment for nearly ten days, and many of his closest officers believed that the collapse of the 

old fort’s walls was imminent.  What was more, the siege had cut the garrison off from any hope 

of fresh supplies or reinforcements.  With a bit more patience, there would be no need to launch a 

full assault; they could wait instead for the rebels’ inevitable surrender.  But Santa Anna perceived 

Urrea’s bold strokes as a threat to his personal role as vanquisher-in-chief.  For that he needed not 

an uninspiring surrender but glorious victory in battle.  He would take the Alamo by force, even if 

doing so came with the cost of needless casualties among his own ranks. 

 

 On the night of March 4, Santa Anna held a council of war with his staff where he declared 

his intention to end the siege and storm the fort.  Several officers meekly questioned the timing of 

this shift in strategy, but opposition was short lived.  Soldiers received their orders the following 

afternoon: at four o’clock the next morning, March 6, the army would make its move.  Inside the 

Alamo, some of the Texians were pressing Travis to seek terms of surrender.  Bowie, his nominal 

co-commander, had fallen ill a few days earlier and was confined to his bed with raging fever and 

delirium, leaving Travis to make such decisions alone.  In his earlier letters to Sam Houston and 

the provisional government he had famously proclaimed “Victory or Death!,” so it is unlikely that 

the young officer would have seriously considered the possibility of surrender.  Moreover, he knew 

well enough that Santa Anna would surely reject any terms that spared their lives.  So instead he 

placed his hope in the possibility that reinforcements might still arrive in time, for if not, they had 

little chance of holding back a full assault.  The Texians slept as Santa Anna’s four columns slipped 

silently into their positions on each side of the fort--east, west, north, and south.  Then a bugle call 

sounded at dawn, and with roars of “Viva Santa Anna! Viva Mexico!” the Mexican army launched 

itself against the garrison and its unsuspecting sentries. 

 

 It should have been a massacre, a total rout.  That it was something more is testament to 

the Texians’ remarkable tenacity and fervor in the face of their own destruction.  Santa Anna hurled 

hundreds of his poorly trained, forced conscripts against the battlements of the Alamo, and scores 

were cut down by its cannon and artillery, which the quickly roused colonists had leapt to at the 

sound of that first bugle blast.  But the numbers were overwhelming--at least 2000 Mexican troops 

against what was probably fewer than 200 defenders.  In less than an hour the attackers breached 

the outer walls.  What followed was thirty minutes of almost unimaginable hand-to-hand combat 

from building to building, room to room, all the way to the doors of the mission chapel itself--that 

part of the Alamo that still maintains an iconic place in Texas history.  Inside, the last defenders 

were cut down, and Santa Anna could claim his victory.  Travis had died early in the melee, killed 

instantly by a shot to the head during fierce fighting on the northern parapet.  Bowie died in his 

bed, though accounts vary as to whether he was capable of defending himself.  The circumstances 

of Crockett’s death have long been the subject of debate.  Some reports claim that he was killed in  
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fighting between the chapel and a barracks; others claim that he was captured with several others 

near the end of the assault and that Santa Anna stood watching as Mexican soldiers cut him down 

with their swords.  What is known with near certainty is that there were no survivors among the 

Texians.  Yet Santa Anna’s direct attack on the Alamo cost him dearly--nearly 600 soldiers either 

dead or wounded.  At the time such losses might have seemed sustainable, and perhaps even worth 

the glory of having defeated the rebel colonists in such dramatic fashion.  In little more than six 

weeks, though, they would play no small part in deciding Santa Anna’s own fate.   

 

TEXIAN INDEPENDENCE AND THE GOLIAD CAMPAIGN 

 

 While the Alamo was still under Santa Anna’s siege, the Convention of 1836 was getting 

underway about 175 miles to the east at Washington-on-the-Brazos.  The provisional government 

had called for a convention the previous December--over the veto of then-Governor Smith--and 

delegates were elected on February 1.  They began to arrive at Washington a month later, on March 

1, and would remain in session until early in the morning of March 17.  On the second day of the 

convention, the delegates approved with no debate the Texas Declaration of Independence, drafted 

only the previous day by George Childress and a committee of five.  Based primarily on the works 

of John Locke and Thomas Jeffereson, it formally established the Republic of Texas (though a full 

year would pass until any other nation recognized the Republic, when the United States finally did 

so on March 3, 1837).  After adopting the Declaration, convention delegates immediately set to 

work on a constitution.  But as this document was nearing completion, on March 15, news arrived 

of the Alamo’s complete destruction.  The delegates managed to work through all of the next day 

and into the night, adopting the Constitution of the Republic of Texas on March 16 and electing 

David G. Burnet as ad interim president.  Then on the morning of March 17, on learning that Santa 

Anna’s forces were only 60 miles away, they hastily adjourned and fled, with Burnet stuffing the 

signed copy of the Declaration into his saddlebags. 

 

 After surprising the detachments of Johnson and Grant at San Patricio, Urrea had marched 

his troops north across open prairie toward Goliad and its Fort Defiance, manned by a garrison of 

more than 400 Texians under command of planter, slave-trader, and West Point dropout Col. James 

Fannin.  The troops at Goliad had entered the war with high confidence: the fort was strong, they 

were well-supplied with food, arms, and munitions, and the arrival of a large party of Americans 

on February 12 had bolstered their numbers to what seemed a formidable size.  Near the end of 

the month, Fannin had prepared to leave Goliad with a force of 320 men and four pieces of artillery 

to reinforce Travis at the Alamo.  Yet less than a quarter-mile from the gates, one of the ox-drawn 

wagons carrying the artillery broke down, then the crossing of the San Antonio River proved more 

challenging than the relief force had anticipated.  They soon gave up the attempt and returned to 

Goliad.  Morale within the garrison began a steep decline, along with a loss of confidence in the 

capabilities of its commander.  In mid-March, Fannin dispatched a company of 28 men to evacuate 

colonists at Refugio, about 30 miles to the south.  When Urrea’s cavalry surrounded this group in 

Refugio’s mission, Fannin sent 120 more.  All of the troops of both parties were ultimately killed 

or captured, costing Fannin a quarter of his force.  Shortly after, he received two letters from Sam 

Houston.  The first reported the Alamo’s fall; the other ordered him to abandon and destroy Fort 

Defiance and to retreat 25 miles east to Victoria, where Houston was regrouping the army.  Not 

knowing what had happened at Refugio, Fannin resolved carry out the order soon as his missing 

troops returned.  He waited a full week, long enough for Urrea’s forces to draw near.   
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 Finally, on March 19, the Texian troops at Goliad began their retreat toward Victoria.  But 

rather than move rapidly--an urgent necessity given Urrea’s far superior numbers--Fannin and his  

men departed with heavy cannons, hundreds of extra guns, and as much of their personal baggage 

as they could cart or carry.  The going proved so slow that before noon the first morning they were 

compelled to leave most of their gear and equipment along the road.  The column advanced toward 

the woods along Coleto Creek, and when Urrea’s forces came into view, Fannin’s officers pleaded 

that they make a sprint for the cover of the treeline.  Fannin refused, ordering the company to draw 

into a hollow square instead, with the remaining artillery placed on each corner.  The Texians held 

their own for much of the day, repulsing several Mexican charges, but Urrea’s full army arrived 

and quickly surrounded their formation.  During the night they ran out of water, whether to slack 

their thirst or cool their cannons, and in the morning when the Mexican artillery began to bombard 

their exposed position on the plain, Fannin sought to parley.  Urrea made clear that he could accept 

nothing but an unconditional surrender, while Fannin seems to have understood that Urrea would 

persuade Santa Anna to spare the lives of his troops.  In any event, the Battle of Coleto Creek, also 

known as Llano del Perdido, was nothing short of a disaster for Texas. 

 

 The Texian prisoners--more than 350 in all--were marched back and imprisoned inside the 

ruined Fort Defiance, and Urrea wrote a letter to Santa Anna appealing to his commander’s sense 

of military honor.  But Santa Anna was furious that Urrea had taken any prisoners at all, insisting 

that he should have left them dead on the battlefield.  Referring to the Tornal Decree of December 

30, he concluded that there could be no quarter.  Urrea, knowing the likely outcome and seeking 

to keep the blood from his own hands, had already departed for Victoria, so that when it arrived 

on March 26, Santa Anna’s order to execute every Texian fell to his replacement, Col. Jose Nicolas 

de la Portilla.  The following day, Portilla carried out the command, marching his prisoners to the 

banks of the San Antonio River where they were shot at point-blank range.  Fannin was the last to 

be killed.  Having witnessed the slaughter of his men, he asked that he be shot in the chest--not in 

the head, that his possessions be sent to his family, and that he be given a Christian burial.  Fannin 

was shot in the face and stripped of clothes and belongings, after which his body was tossed onto 

a pile with rest of the dead and burned.  Of the men who had departed Fort Defiance under Fannin’s 

command, barely more than two dozen are known to have survived. 

 

SAN JACINTO AND ITS AFTERMATH 

 

 After the Goliad debacle, the fate of an independent Texas lay almost entirely in the hands 

of Sam Houston.  And no one knew better than Houston that his Texian Army--an organized force 

in name only--was woefully unprepared for a full-on confrontation with the unified Mexican troops 

under Santa Anna and Urrea.  Despite the protests of his men and the insinuations of cowardice by 

Interim President Burnet and other members of the Texian government, Houston did everything 

he could to avoid battle.  He retreated deeper into Texas, drawing the Mexican Army with him and 

lengthening Santa Anna’s already fraying supply lines.  For Santa Anna, on the other hand, a quick 

end to the war was essential.  As president-general, any extended absence from the capitol offered 

his enemies there an opportunity to undermine his authority, while leaving the clean-up in Texas 

to Urrea meant seeing another return to Mexico with the laurels of victory.  To complicate matters 

further, his own hand-picked interim president, Miguel Barragán, had died unexpectedly in Mexico 

City, leaving the General’s political position vulnerable.  So Santa Anna pushed on after Houston’s 

ragtag outfit, driving east over more than 200 miles of rough ground. 
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 Then in April Santa Anna learned that members of the Texian government had abandoned 

Washington-on-the-Brazos for Harrisburg, now located within the limits of modern Houston.  The 

general acted decisively, if rashly, on the news.  Without conferring with his staff, he pulled nearly 

750 seasoned troops from their units and shot off in haste toward Harrisburg on April 14, intending 

to take the rebellion’s political leaders by surprise and bring the insurrection to its end.  Arriving 

the next day, he found that word of his advance had preceded him by only a few hours; as Mexican 

forces watched, President Burnet escaped in a boat bound for Galveston Island, where the rest of 

the government had already retreated.  For Santa Anna, this was merely an inconvenience, no more 

than a delay of the inevitable.  With the Texian leaders having essentially imprisoned themselves 

on Galveston, all that remained was for him to destroy Houston’s so-called army.  Believing that 

Houston planned to join the other leaders offshore, Santa Anna burned Harrisburg and pushed on 

toward the ferry at Lynchburg Crossing.  There he would cut off the retreat. 

 

 But Houston’s force was moving toward Harrisburg, not the ferry at Lynchburg.  Entering 

the still-smoldering town on April 18, they happened upon a Mexican courier carrying information 

on all Mexican troops in Texas, as well as plans on their future movements.  Houston realized that 

for the first time his own forces, now perhaps 800 men, actually outnumbered those who had gone 

with Santa Anna in their failed pursuit of the Texian government.  Seizing the moment, he extolled 

his troops, “Remember the Alamo! Remember Goliad!,” and they sped toward Lynchburg.  The 

Texians reached Lynch’s Ferry first, on the morning of April 20, and made camp in an oak grove 

along the banks of Buffalo Bayou that concealed the size of the force.  The Mexicans arrived some 

hours later, and against the recommendations of his staff, Santa Anna ordered his men to establish 

camp on an open plain near the San Jacinto River.  Several skirmishes erupted during the day, but 

Houston held his main force in the trees, while Santa Anna pondered how to draw the Texians out 

onto the plain.  Early the next morning, while Houston slept, General Cos--who had surrendered 

the Alamo to Austin six months earlier--reached the Mexican encampment with a contingent that 

instantly doubled the number of Mexican troops.  Many of the Texians, watching from the treeline 

500 yards away, were furious at Houston for not having attacked the day before.  But Cos’s men 

were inexperienced recruits who had marched 24 hours with no rest or food.  Santa Anna believed 

that if the Texians had planned to attack, they would have done so in the morning.  Since he had 

slept little the night before, having overseen the construction of a breastworks, he instructed Cos’s 

men to stack their arms and nap, then did likewise himself. 

 

 At 3:30 in the afternoon, Houston ordered his men to form up.  Only a short distance from 

the Mexican line, they moved forward without notice, protected from view by tall grass and a small 

hill between the opposing camps.  At less than a quarter-mile, Houston--mounted atop a borrowed 

white stallion--ordered his cannon to open fire and his infantry to charge.  Among the unsuspecting 

Mexicans, pandemonium ensued.  It took less than 18 minutes for Santa Anna’s forces to abandon 

their camp and take flight, although the killing would continue for hours.  Houston tried to put an 

end to the slaughter, but the atrocities of the Alamo and Goliad were much too fresh in the minds 

of the Texians.  By the end of the day, at least 650 Mexican soldiers were killed, another 200 were 

wounded, and 300 more were taken prisoner.  Despite the overwhelming rout, the Texians’ victory 

was due almost entirely to the element of surprise and had come against a fraction of the Mexican 

Army.  The undefeated troops of General Urrea were charging toward San Jacinto, as was the bulk 

of the army under General Vicente Filisola--Santa Anna’s second-in-command who to this point 

had managed logistics and supplies behind Santa Anna’s advance forces.  Badly outnumbered and  
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Exerpt from La Opinion No. 166 (December 16), with Santa Anna’s list of protests to Texas President 

 David G. Burnet on June 9, 1836 (from Telegraph and Texas Register No. 32, October 4) 
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with far less training and combat experience, the Texian Army would be no match against these 

combined forces in a pitched battle.  Houston’s choices were to order another retreat and face both 

the wrath of his government and a likely mutiny by his own men or to gamble Texas independence 

on the fervor of his troops and their penchant for overcoming remarkably bad odds.  Fortunately 

for Houston, Santa Anna would offer an alternative. 

 

 Texian troops captured the president-general of Mexico the following day, April 22.  Santa 

Anna had spent the night hiding in the marsh, and in the morning had come across an abandoned 

cabin where he traded his fine general’s uniform for a simple pair of trousers and a private’s light 

jacket.  He made a few miles on foot but was spotted by a party of Texians on horseback.  Having 

satisfied their bloodlust the day before, they marched him back to the camp without realizing who 

they had just taken prisoner.  Santa Anna’s ruse unraveled upon arrival in the Texian camp, where 

his troops--prisoners like himself--greeted their leader with calls of “El Presidente!”  Most of the 

Texians would have killed the architect of Tornel’s Decree immediately and without mercy, but 

Houston saw an opportunity.  He would spare Santa Anna’s life if the Mexican commander could 

accept his status as a prisoner of war.  Not only did Santa Anna agree, but he replied that he had 

tired of war and was prepared to negotiate the boundaries of Mexico and Texas.  Houston was no 

fool and knew that Mexico would likely reject any terms negotiated by their dictator while he was 

being held as a prisoner of war with a literal gun to his head.  Instead he obtained a concession of 

more practical significance in the moment: Santa Anna dictated a letter to Filisola ordering that he 

withdraw his forces to Béxar and that Urrea pull back to Guadalupe Victoria.  Had either general 

defied their commander’s order as the ploy of a man putting self before country, then the fates of 

Mexico and Texas would doubtless have unfolded quite differently.  But neither did, and although 

the details would require rounds of diplomacy, saber rattling, and occasional bloodshed, Texas had 

gained its liberty, which Mexico would never seriously threaten again. 

 

 Santa Anna signed two Treaties of Velasco on May 14, one public and one private.  In both 

he agreed not to take up arms against Texas again during its war for independence, and nor would 

he use his influence to have others do so.  The Mexican Army was to cease hostilities and withdraw 

from the territory of Texas, to the other side of the Rio Grande.  And as soon as it should be deemed 

proper, General Santa Anna would be returned to Veracruz.  As it happened, Texas did not deem 

it proper to release the General back into Mexico until February 1837.  Meanwhile, the Mexican 

government refused either to ratify any part of the treaty or to recognize Texas as an independent 

nation, nor would it until the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo ended the Mexican-American War in 

1848.  But in 1836, few Mexicans or Texians believed the war was truly over, and most of Santa 

Anna’s forces clamored to return to the fight.  The sharpest rebukes, ironically, fell on Filisola for 

following Santa Anna’s order to retreat.  In Mexico City, he was stripped of his rank, with Urrea 

promoted to commander of the army.  In a matter of months Urrea raised a force of 6000 troops at 

Matamoros for the reconquest of Texas, but they were directed instead to put down a series of 

federalist revolts across the Mexican interior.  When Santa Anna returned to Mexico in 1837, Urrea 

turned against his former commander, taking the field against him at the Battle of Mazatlán.  Yet 

Santa Anna managed to prevail and would command Mexican forces against the United States a 

decade later.  Losing Texas to Houston was painful, but his loss to General Zachary Taylor would 

cost Mexico 55% of its total territory.  Sam Houston was elected the first president of the Republic 

of Texas on September 5, 1836, defeating Stephen Austin handily.  And in 1848, when the United 

States made Texas its 28th state, he was elected one of its first two senators. 
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LA OPINION, PERIODICO OFICIAL 

 

 At the time of the Texas Revolution, La Opinion, periodico oficial del gobierno superior 

de San Luis Potosí, appears to have been the only newspaper published in San Luis Potosí.  As its 

name suggests, it was the official newspaper of the state government, printed at the government 

printing office by José María Infante.  Infante had printed an earlier periodical, El Yunque de la 

Libertad (Anvil of Freedom), from 1832 until beginning production of La Opinion in 1834.  La 

Opinion itself would continue until 1837.  As with most Mexican periodicals of this era, surviving 

copies of La Opinion are quite scarce.  We trace only six institutions with any holdings, including 

extras and supplements: [Yale, 89 issues; SMU, 7 issues (all 1835); Bancroft, 2 issues (both late 

1836); UTexas, 1 issue (1837); UTSA, 1 issue (1834); and Huntington, 1 extra (1836)].  The long 

file of 55 issues and extras that we offer here--all dating from January 1 to December 15, 1836--is 

second only to that held by Yale.  Yet the collection at Yale includes only 39 issues and extras for 

1836, and fewer than half of these (19) date to the war months of January to June.  In contrast, our 

run contains 29 issues and extras from this same period, nearly half of which are unique.  For the 

entire year, our run lacks only six issues: Nos. 122, 127, 141, 150, 167, and 168. 

 

 We have traced no comparable run of any 1836 Mexican periodical ever offered at auction 

or in the trade, and the only such record we have located in an American institution is the 1836 file 

of Diario del Gobierno de la República Mexicana (Mexico City) at the Library of Congress.  This 

is no small detail in documenting the history of the Texas Revolution as it unfolded, as the only 

Texian newspaper during these war months, the Telegraph and Texas Register, issued no numbers 

from March 24 to August 2.  Our file of La Opinion and the file of Diaro del Gobierno at LOC 

are thus among the most complete periodical records of the war.  In 1963, Edward Eberstadt 

& Sons offered an extensive run of the Telegraph in their monumental Catalogue 162, which was 

devoted entirely to Texas.  No less an authority than Archibald Hanna observed in his forward to 

the catalogue that he considered this file to be the best item in a remarkable list.  Priced at $7500 

(more than $110,000 today), it was also the most expensive.  But the Eberstadt file began with the 

issue for August 2, weeks after the war had ended.  In the past 25 years, several issues of both the 

Telegraph and La Opinion have appeared at auction.  Post-war issues of the former have sold for 

$2000-4000.  In 2024, the April 29 issue of La Opinion (No. 132), with waterstaining and a tattered 

top edge but containing Interim President José Justo Corro’s repeal of the Tornel Decree, brought 

$10,800 at Heritage Auctions.  In 2025, also at Heritage, four more 1836 issues brought a total of 

$12,375.  The only other war-date issue or extra of La Opinion in commerce appears to have been 

the January 2 Alcance (extra) of No. 129, reporting the departure of Santa Anna’s army from San 

Luis, which made $56 at Anderson Galleries in 1922 ($4880 today). 

 

 As a group, the issues of La Opinion that we offer here are in exceptional condition.  All 

are untrimmed with wide margins on laid or wove paper, and although a few issues have old stab 

holes along the left margin, there is no evidence that any were ever bound.  Apart from occasional 

marginal waterstains, nearly all of these issues are unstained, unfoxed, and in very good condition 

or better.  Most issues contain information on the events in Texas, but given that such news either 

had to cross the Chihuahuan Desert or travel from Mexico City before reaching San Luis, there is 

often a one-to-two week lag between the date when an event occurred and the date of its appearing 

in print.  Texas-related material includes first-hand reports on the progress of the war--often from 

well-known participants such as Santa Anna and Urrea, but also from common officers; laws and  
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decrees from Mexico City pertaining to the war; and editorials offering local (and usually critical) 

perspectives on Texian outrages.   

 

Some highlights include (recorded copies in [ ]; apparently unique unless so noted): 

 

No. 115, January 2, Alcance: Broadside announcing Santa Anna’s departure from San Luis 

Potosí to confront revolutionaries in Texas.  Anderson Galleries described it in 1922 as “A fiery 

broadside wherein the Texans are characterized as ‘vile foreign ingrates’ [Huntington]. 

 

No. 116, January 8: Front page contains an early printing of the Tornel Decree, stating that any 

foreigner combatants captured in Texas would be treated as pirates and summarily executed.  

Streeter could find no surviving example of a Mexico City printing, and this printing from San 

Luis is three days earlier than Streeter’s own copy of a Tamaulipas printing [Yale]. 

 

No. 118, January 22: Pages 2-3 contain a long and detailed account of military actions at sea 

involving Texian Navy officer William Hurd and his armed schooner, San Felipe. 

 

No. 119, January 29: Front page contains decree that new commandancias will be established in 

Coahuila and Tejas to prevent the revolt from spreading [Yale; another copy sold at Heritage in 

2025 for $4000]. 

 

No. 120, February 5: Pages 1-3 contain the only known Spanish translation and Mexican printing 

of the first message delivered by Texas governor Henry Smith on Nov. 16, 1835.  An English-

language broadside of the message printed at San Felipe de Austin brought $18,750 at Heritage 

in 2018.  Accompanied on pages 3-4 by a long editorial response to Smith’s message [Yale]. 

 

No. 121, February 12: Pages 1-4 contain Spanish translations of accounts regarding the ill-fated 

Texian expedition against Tampico in November 1835 [Yale]. 

 

No. 121, February 15, Alcance: Unrecorded broadside providing an account of fifty Texian 

colonists who fled after an aborted attack on the city of Mier in January and were captured by the 

citizens of Ciudad Guerrero.  Gen. Francisco Vital Fernandez raising an auxiliary division of 500 

troops at Matamoros.   

 

No. 124, March 10, Suplemento: Unrecorded broadside printing a February 27 letter from Urrea 

to Santa Anna that reports his successful surprise attack on Texian forces at San Patricio.  Urrea 

writes that 16 Texians were killed and 21 taken prisoner, and that he also took their flag.  He 

concludes: “Ahora me ocupa en buscar al Dr. Grant parece se halla con 50 rifleros.”  Urrea 

would surpise Grant’s party on March 1, killing 40 (including Grant) and capturing six more. 

 

No. 125, March 11: Announces the unexpected death of Interim President Miguel Barragá at 

Mexico City on March 1. 

 

No. 128, April 1: Front page contains Santa Anna’s announcement of victories in Bexar, noting 

that he had made an example of the rebels: “era necesario contener y castigar tamaña osadia, y ya 

en S. Patricio, y Lipautlitan, y esta Ciudad [Bexar] se han presentado ejémplares consiguientes á 
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tanta temeridad.”  Page 2 contains his March 6 report on the destruction of the Alamo, including 

having seen the corpses of Bowie, Travis, and Crockett.  Page 3 contains a Spanish translation of 

R. M. Williamson’s famous letter to Travis at the Alamo, ending “P. S. For God’s sake, hold out 

until we can help you” (Por Dios sostenganse Vdes. hasta que los podamos ausiliar). 

 

No. 130, April 15: Page 4 contains an account of the Alamo from an officer of the 1st battalion 

of San Luis who had since joined Urrea’s division [Yale; another copy sold at Heritage in 2025 

for $4500]. 

 

No. 131, April 22: Pages 1-2 contain an April 4 account from the Port of Matamoros describing 

the most important naval engagement of the war, an encounter between the Mexican man-of-war 

General Bravo and the Texian schooner Invincible.  Page 2 publishes a report on the victory at 

Coleto Creek by Rafael de Lovara from Refugio on March 21.  Pages 2-3 carry the longer report 

of Urrea to Santa Anna on the Goliad Campaign and Fannin’s surrender, including the fact that 

Urrea had taken 600 prisoners.  Page 3 also contains a March 23 letter from Urrea reporting on 

the surrender of William Ward’s Georgia Brigade near Guadalupe Victoria [Yale]. 

 

No. 132, April 29: Front page contains the April 9 decree of Interim President José Justo Corro 

repealing the Tornel Decree of December 30, 1835, replacing the sentence of death for captured 

Texian rebels with a sentence of banishment [copy sold at Heritage in 2024 for $10,800]. 

 

No. 134, May 13: Front page contains an April 27 report from Matamoros detailing the advances 

of Mexican forces against the Texian rebels, concluding that “From the tenor of all that we have 

seen and has been written about Texas, it must be inferred that by now the Mexican nation will 

have recovered that precious part of its territory which, with the blackest ingratitude, had been 

usurped by its new settlers” (Del tenor de cuanto hemos visto y se escribe sobre Tejas, debe 

inferirse que á la fecha he brá recobrado la nación mejica na aquilla preciosa parte de su 

territorio que con la más negra ingratitud, habían usurpado sus nuevos pobledores) [Yale]. 

 

No. 136, May 27: Pages 1-2 contain several reports of the Mexican defeat at San Jacinto and the 

dramatic news of Santa Anna’s capture [Yale] 

 

No. 137, June 3: Front page contains José Justo Corro’s announcements to Tornel that the war 

against the Texians will continue and that the Mexican government will refuse to recognize any 

agreements made by Santa Anna while imprisoned.  Until the president’s safe return, all flags are 

to be flown at half-mast in military contexts and black crepe ribbons will be tied to all flags of 

the Army corps [Yale]. 

 

No. 138, June 10: Front page contains Tornel’s announcement that a Legion of Honor is to be 

established for veterans of the Texas War [Yale]. 

 

No. 138, June 14, Alcance: Unrecorded broadside warning against anarchists using Santa Anna’s 

capture as a pretext for overturning the Supreme Government. 

 

No. 139, June 17:  Pages 2-3 contain an attack on Filisola for following Santa Anna’s order to 

retreat and a spirited letter from Urrea to his troops on June 5 pressing a return to the fight. 
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No. 142, July 8: Page 4 contains a July 1 statement issued by officers of the Mexican Army at 

Matamoros, admonishing any anarchists and would-be dictators emboldened by Santa Anna’s 

capture and proclaiming “Let the wretch who interrupts the tranquility and public order to hinder 

its operations against external enemies prepare his neck!” [Yale, another copy sold at Heritage in 

2025 (with No. 144) for $3875]. 

 

No. 143, July 13: Pages 2-3 contain a two-page table listing all of the citizens of San Luis Potosí 

who have made financial contributions to the war with Texas and the amounts given.  We trace 

no other publication of this table or any of the information it contains [Yale]. 

 

No. 144, July 19, Alcance: Unrecorded broadside announcing Gen. Valentín Canalizo’s total 

victory over the rebels in Oaxaca on July 13.  This was one of the internal rebellions that made it 

difficult for Mexico’s central government to continue the war in Texas. 

 

No. 147, August 26: Pages 2-3 contain a two-page table listing all casualties (dead and wounded) 

suffered by the 1st Battalion of San Luis Potosí at the Alamo, Llano el Perdido (Battle of Coleto 

and Goliad Campaign), and the occupation of Brazoria.  We trace no other publication of this 

table or any of the information it contains. 

 

No. 152, September 9: Pages 2-3 reprint a proclamation by Texian Brig. Gen. Thomas Green of 

June 27: “Proclamation to the Free People of Texas.  Your enemy, the Mexican, is again on the 

western border threatening to annihilate the men, women, and children of Texas.”  Commentary 

on the proclamation follows. 

 

No. 153, September 16: Pages 2-3 reprint an order by Texian Brig. Gen. and Secretary of War 

Thomas Jefferson Rusk of May 10: “Do you have confidence in the enemy with whom you are 

fighting? Can you have confidence in Santa Anna who killed your brothers and friends in la 

Bahia?”  Commentary on the proclamation follows [Yale, Bancroft]. 

 

No. 159, October 28.  Pages 3-4 contain a “Manifesto” signed at Matamoros on October 16 by 

more than a dozen Mexican officers, demanding an order to return to the campaign to defeat the 

rebels of Texas and to rescue Santa Anna [Yale]. 

 

No. 162, November 19: Page 2 reprints stories from New Orleans newspapers detailing discord 

among the Texians, including reports of Generals Lamar and Rusk accusing President Burnet of 

treason for desiring to free Santa Anna.  Page 3 reprints from the Telegraph a letter by Stephen 

F. Austin of August 4, detailing his candidacy for President of Texas [Yale]. 

 

No. 166, December 15: Pages 2-3 contain the list of protests that Santa Anna presented to Texas 

President David G. Burnet on June 9, 1836, together with Burnet’s response (translated from the 

Telegraph and Texas Register No. 32, October 4) [Yale, Bancroft]. 

 

Altogether, this extensive file of La Opinion offers a nearly unparalleled record of the Texas 

Revolution--through the lens of the Mexican press--for the entire decisive year of 1836.  We 

do not believe that any comparable source has ever been offered in commerce. 

 



Primary Sources, Uncharted Americana 

______________________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                    

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
  22 

 

Relevant sources: 

Barr, Alwyn 

1990  Texans in Revolt: The Battle for San Antonio, 1835.  University of Texas Press, Austin. 

Brands, H. W. 

2004  Lone State Nation.  Doubleday/Random House, New York. 

Castañeda, Carlos E., editor 

1928  The Mexican Side of the Texas Revolution 1836 by the Chief Mexican Participants.  P. L.  

          Turner, Co., Dallas, TX. 

Costeloe, Michael P. 

1988  The Mexican Press of 1836 and the Battle of the Alamo.  Southwestern Historical Quarterly  

          91(4):533-543. 

1993  The Central Republic in Mexico, 1835-1846: Hombres de Bien in the Age of Santa Anna.   

          Cambridge University Press, Cambridge. 

Fowler, Will 

2015  The Texas Revolution of 1835-1836 and Early Mexican Nationalism.  In Contested Empire 

          Rethinking the Texas Revolution, edited by Eric Schlereth, pp. 97-138.  Texas A&M  

          University Press 

Hardin, Stephen L. 

2010  Texian Iliad: A Military History of the Texas Revolution.  University of Texas Press, Austin. 

Haynes, Sam W. 

2022  Unsettled Land: From Revolution to Republic, the Struggle for Texas.  Basic Books, New  

          York. 

Lack, Paul D. 

1992  The Texas Revolutionary Experience: A Political and Social History, 1835-1836.  Texas  

          A&M University Press. 

Winders, Richard Bruce 

2004  Sacrificed at the Alamo: Tragedy and Triumph in the Texas Revolution.  Texas A&M  

          University Press. 

 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

 

 

[Texas Revolution--Early Mexican Periodicals].  LA OPINION, PERIODICO OFICIAL DEL 

GOBIERNO SUPERIOR DE SAN LUIS POTOSÍ.  NO. 115 TO NO. 166 (JANUARY 1 TO 

DECEMBER 15, 1836).  San Luis Potosi, Mexico.  Imprinta del Gobierno á cargo del Ciudadano 

José Maria Infante.  49 sequential numbers for the year 1836 (lacking six issues) and 6 broadside 

extras (4 alcances and 2 suplementos).  All numbers [4] pp. ea., 4to.  All printed on laid or wove 

paper, untrimmed, and apart from a few stab holes, no evidence of ever having been removed from 

a previous binding.  All numbers and extras housed removable plastic jackets that permit reading 

while remaining in sleeve.  Some issues with marginal dampstaining or tanning (heaviest on a few 

of the latest issues), but the set is generally in very good condition or better.   

 

$110,000.  HOLD.



 

  

 

 

 

 


