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1531

The comet of 1531 was the first in a notable series of astronomical events
visible to the naked eye, preceding those of 1532, 1533, and 1536. This first
comet (seen again in 1607, 1682, and 1758) was later named Halleys Comet,
in honor of the English astronomer who correctly predicted its return in the
mid-eighteenth century (1705).

1 SCHONER, Johannes (1477-1547). Coniectur odder ab nemliche
auslegung uber den cometen so im Augstmonat des M. CCCCC.XXXI. jars
erschinen ist zu ehren einem erbern Rath und gemeyner burgerschafft der stat
Nurmberg ausgangen [Conjecture or interpretation of the comet that appeared
in the month of August in the year 1531]. Leipzig, Michael Blum, 1531. 4to
(195 x 146 mm), [6] ff.,woodcut on the title page, later half binding reusing an
old vellum, some worming in the margin of 3 ff., last leaf somewhat browned

in the margin.
SOLD

Leipzig edition published in the same year as the first edition by Peypus in
Nuremberg; two additional editions were also issued in 1531 at Magdeburg
and Zwickau. It is illustrated with a magnificent woodcut on the title page
shows a comet approaching the Earth. An observer, presumably the astronomer
himself, stands upon a terrestrial globe, pointing with a single finger to the
comet’s position, as though he could almost touch it.

Johannes Schoéner, a former clergyman and canon in Bamberg, was one of
the most important German mathematicians, astronomers, geographers, and
cosmographers of the early 16th century. In 1526 he became professor of
mathematics at the Gymnasium Aegidianum in Nuremberg. He published
numerous works and played a major scientific role as editor of texts by Arab
astronomers and by Regiomontanus. Schoner also produced terrestrial and
celestial globes, carving the woodcut gores himself and printing them in his
own workshops as early as 1515 and again in 1533. Throughout his career, in
Bamberg, Kirchehrenbach, and Nuremberg, he maintained his own printing
presses, where he printed both his smaller writings and his most significant
globes.

Provenance: Robert Honeyman; P. Véron, their bookplates.

References: USTC: 624772 1 copy. Briining, Bibliographie der Kometen-
literatur, 109; Zinner, Astronomischen literatur, 1464; Pilz, 600 Jahre Astronomie
in Niirnberg, p. 177.



1570

2 WAILER, Benedikt (16th C.). Von dem effect und wiirckung des
newen erschinen cometen in M.D. LXIX. jar den achten Novembris. Auch
vonn der bedeutung bayder Finsternufl des mons so in disem M.D.LXX. jar
geschehen mit allen fleifl beschriben worden... Den edlen Herrn Burgermayster
und Rathe des hayligen Roemischen Reichs statt Augspurg. [The effect and
impact of the new comet that appeared in MDLXIX, on the eighth day of
November]. Augsburg, Hans Zymmerman, [1570]. 4to (190 x 147mm), [8] ff.,
the last bl., woodcut to the title. Modern speckled boards.

SOLD

First edition, very rare.

This pamphlet appears to be the only separately published contemporary
account of the comet that was visible in both Europe and China as it passed
through the constellations of Sagittarius and Capricorn. It was observed,
among others, by William Gilbert at Cambridge between 2 and 12 November
1569, and by the mathematician Benedict Wailer at Passau in Bavaria from 8
to 11 November. Wailer records his observations and testimony in the present
work.

lustrated with an attractive woodcut vignette on the title page depicting the
passage of this comet.

Provenance: P. Véron (bookplate).

References: USTC 703196: 1 copy. Briining 256; Zinner, 2537
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1577

The Great Comet of 1577 (C/1577 V1) was visible from November 1577
to February 1578.

3 FIORNOVELLI Giovanni Maria. (16th C). Discours sur la comete
aparue en I’an mille cing septante sept, és terres de Ferrare avec I’observation
des effets de plusieurs autres comettes aparues en divers temps antiques et
modernes recueillis par M. Jean Maria Fiornovelli. Lyon, Patrasson, 1578.
12mo (154 x 98 mm), [8] ff., Woodcut vignette on the title, later suede calf.
Corner somewhat rubbed, slightly dampstained.

CHF 5000

First French edition. The original Italian edition had appeared in Ferrara in
1577. The final section contains the prognostications, notably concerning the
relationship between cometary appearances and epidemics.

In the discorsi, as in other learned writings and commentaries, the shape of the
comet, the colour of its body, the direction of its tail, and other characteristics
could all contribute to the definition of a cometary type. Various systems
of cometary classification were in use during the sixteenth century, largely
derived from Greek and Arabic astrological traditions. Giovanni Maria
Fiornovelli classifies the comet as a “Pertica”, described as having a large ray
(“un gros rayon”) and a star-like head, associating it with the Africo or Garbin
wind. It was situated in the sign of Capricorn, in conjunction with Saturn.

Provenance: P. Véron (bookplate).

References: USTC: 6270 (3 copies.) Baudrier, II, 196. Briining 342 (for
the italian printing); Hellman, “The Comet of 1577: its place in the history
of astronomy”. With an appendix: A bibliography of tracts and treatises on
the comet of 1577. New York, AMS Press, 1971. In: Studies in the Social
Sciences, 510, n°41.
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4 PRAETORIUS (Johannes) [i.e. RICHTER (Johann)] (1537-1616).
De Cometis qui antea visi sunt, et de eo qui novissime mense novembri
apparuit narratio. Nuremberg, Catharina Gerlach & Montanus, 1578. 4to
(204 x 160 mm), [12] ff., last bl., woodcut ornament on the title page and
at the end. Modern board reusing a 18th marbled paper, title gilt on a green
morocco label on the cover; small worming on the corners of pages, not
touching the text.

SOLD

Sole edition, of this important work, written after the passage of the comet
discovered in November 1577, this comet was the first whose distance was
successfully estimated.

Johannes Praetorius, also known as Johann Richter, was a German
mathematician and astronomer, he first worked in Nuremberg in 1562,
manufacturing scientific instruments.

“The treatise of Johannes Praetorius (1537-1616), De cometis..., published
at Nuremberg in 1578, has recently attracted attention from historians of
astronomy as the means by which Tycho Brahe became acquainted, albeit
inadequately, with the optical arguments of Pena against the existence of the
celestial spheres. But Praetorius’s work also included a catalogue of comets
and associated events, described as histories, which took as its starting point
the opinions of philosophers and ancients about the phenomena, and which
mentioned as one source of inspiration the cometary writing of Praetorius’s
teacher, Joachim Camerarius.” (Adam Mosley, “Past Portents Predict :
Cometary Historia And Catalogues in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries”,
Celestial Novelties On The Eve Of The Scientific Revolution (1540-1630),
2013, p. 12).

Provenance: P. Véron (bookplate).

References: USTC: 629273; Briining 466; Zinner 2845; Pilz 253; Hellman,
81.
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1618

The comet C/1618 W1, visible to the naked eye from 1618 to 1619 because of
its extraordinary brilliance, was the first to be observed through a telescope.

Johannes Kepler observed the comet at Linz on the morning of 29 November
and was able to determine its orbit from observations made between that date
and 7 January. Nevertheless, contemporaries generally interpreted it as a
divine warning and a harbinger of great calamities, from the 1630s onward, it
was frequently associated with the outbreak of the Thirty Years’ War.

5 WENDLER, Franz. Methodus cometae practica. Dieser Comet oder
Wunderstern ist am und in firmamento erschienen. [This Comet or wondrous
star has appeared upon and in the Firmament.] Gorlitz, Johann Rhambaw,
(1619). 4to (190 x 155 mm), [22] ff., large woodcut title vignette. Modern
paper wrapper; worn, spotted or browned throughout; marginal worming with
minimal loss of text; leaves Eii and Eiii loose.

CHF 1500

Rare pamphlet by the Gorlitz physician Franz Wendler, dedicated to Baron
Johann von Schoneich-Carolath. It is illustrated with a large astronomical
woodcut on the title page. The opening chapters contain little-known additions
to the interpretation of the so-called Nuremberg figures of Paracelsus.
According to Paracelsus, who had himself commented on the Comet of 1532,
magical figures and comets were intimately linked within a mystical vision
of the cosmos, in which the heavens acted as a mirror of earthly events.
He regarded comets not as mere astronomical phenomena, but as divine
messengers of God’s wrath, heralding upheaval and catastrophe.

Provenance: Library bibliographic label on rear pastedown.

References: USTC: 2070026. Briining, 909; Zinner 4798.
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1652

The comet C/1652 Y1 is a non-periodic comet, independently discovered by
several astronomers on 18 December 1652, and visible until early January
1653. Among its observers were Cassini in Bologna, Boulliau in Paris,
Gassendi in Digne, and Hevelius in Danzig, who noted that the comet shone
as brightly as the Moon.

6 CAESAR, Johann (1612?-1694), Des Cometen, So im Decembr: 1652
erschienen, lauf, hohe von der erden, grosse und muthmaBliche bedeutung,
beschrieben von Johanne Caesare zu Halle in Sachsen. [Comets appearing in
December 1652, at Earth’s altitude, size and presumed significance]. Halle,
Christof Salfeld, 1653. 4to (195 x 155 mm), (17) ff., woodcut to the title,
modern paper wrapper, browned throughout, dampstain on the two fist leaves.

CHF 1800

First edition, illustrated with a woodcut depicting astronomical instruments.
Johann Caesar served as librarian at the Marienbibliothek in Halle from
1641 to 1687. Proficient in mathematics and astronomy, he began publishing
vernacular calendars in 1647 under the pseudonym Johann Keyser, aiming to
counter superstition and provide rational explanations for natural phenomena.
His 1653 publication on this comet was part of the same effort.

Provenance: P. Véron (bookplate).

References: USTC 2614789, 2 copies. Briining 1006; Klaus-Dieter Herbst:
Biobibliographisches Handbuch der Kalendermacher von 1550 bis 1750, on
line.
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7 TREW, Abdias (1597-1669). Observationes des jlingst erschienenen
Cometen sambt Muthmassung von dessen Wiirckung und Bedeutung [On the
recently appeared Comet, accompanied by hypotheses about its effect and
significance]. Nuremberg, M. Endter, 1653. 4to (195 x 153 mm), [2] ff., 11-
[1] pp., one folding engraved plate. Modern paper wrapper, somewhat toned

throughout.
CHF 2500

First edition, illustrated with a large engraved copperplate containing two
figures: one showing the appearance of the comet and its trajectory across the
sky as seen from Earth, the other depicting the Comet’s path relative to the
Earth according to Ptolemy’s geocentric system.

Abdias Trew was a German astronomer, astrologer, and mathematician. From
1636, he held the chair of mathematics at the University of Altdorf, near
Nuremberg, and in 1650 succeeded to the chair of physics, where he established
the city’s first astronomical observatory. An orthodox Lutheran, Trew rejected
Nicolaus Copernicus’s heliocentric model as contrary to Scripture, advocating
instead the system of Tycho Brahe (1546-1601). In doing so, he contributed
to the gradual abandonment of the traditional Ptolemaic worldview while
resisting full acceptance of Copernican astronomy.

Provenance: :P. Véron.

References: USTC: 2699346; Briining 1030; Pilz 280.
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1661

The Comet observed by the Polish astronomer Johannes Hevelius in 1661
has been identified as an earlier apparition of the periodic comet 153P/lkeya-
Zhang. It is a long-period comet with an orbital period of approximately 366
years, and its appearance in 1661 was one of the recorded returns preceding
its rediscovery in 2002.

8 BROADSHEET. Kurtze Auffmerckungiiber den Comet-Stern, welcher
sich de3 Morgens in diesen Landen gegen Siidt-Osten sehen lassen, im Jahr
1661. [Brief observation on the Comet-Star which was seen in these Lands
in the South-East]. /Germany, 1661]. Broadsheet, folio (ca 440 x 285 mm), a
copper-engraved illustration, text arranged in three columns; minor repairs at
the top, somewhat cut in the margins.

CHF 3000

The illustration (120 x 140 mm) shows men and women gathered along a
city wall beneath the night sky, observing the comet, one of them through
a telescope. Beginning of the text: “Die Planeten haben von vielen Zeiten
gezeiget und sehen lassen/ dall/ wann dieselben erschienen/ Wunder-seltzame
sachen geschehen ...”

References: USTC: 2656623, 2 copies in Germany. Drugulin, Historischer
Bilderatlas: Verzeichniss einer Sammlung von Einzelbldttern zur Cultur...,
2537. Briining 1052 records a Strasbourg edition of 1661 with a slightly
different title.
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9 Warhafftige Beobachtung defl jiingsterschienenen Cometen so
von unterschiedlichen Orten und Zeiten glaubwiirdig einkommen [True
observation of the recently appeared Comet, reported credibly from different
locations and at different times]. /Germany, c. 1661]. 4to (146 x 149 mm), [2]
ff., headpiece engraved on wood. Modern tawny half leather.

CHF 2500

Very rare pamphlet describing the observation of the comet in Olomouc
(Czech Republic) from 8 to 9 February 1661.

Provenance: P. Véron (bookplate).

References: USTC 2597891 (4 copies).
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Der Comet onuiifiiefich felbfiswar 1bptliche/
yind Doch Daben simlich bleichund blafi:defjers
Tiau it groffer ansufeden geivefen als uny

efebr it Stern derdritten Grofie fepnmag,
%_ane%ﬁvcg_ung/obﬂ Gang/ iftmgleicher
IBeite Homm A0ler befinden orden

IRy INy -OBS'ER TION defieifics
Die 'ﬁ.ggifgonfetcniben ﬁn St. Nov. efily

Q8o

@@t@oﬁmmm 5. Ubr/undungefehe
&30, Sinuten cinefi einigen Grad naber
bettidler/als gefeern aufgegangen; ufi sivar
alfo/dafi e deRAdlersHatpt gefehenivuy
de/4-. Grad vondemmfelbigenmittleren hellen
Gtern (dag it/ Adler) dagumal entlegen:
Deflen Farbe aberivarnicht fobleich/ ficvors
geftern/fondern etsvas heller/ ferebete auch i
amehr mit feinem Schiveiff, oder Schivang/
gegendem&Delphin Coder feerfchivein) i
fondern gevad fiber fich. effenCorpus aber/gg
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10 SOLAR ECLIPSE. BROADSHEET. Warhaffter und glaubwiirdiger
Bericht, eines erschrecklichen Wunderzeichen, so sich den 28. Januari dieses
1664 [A true and credible account of a terrifying miraculous sign which
appeared in the sun on 28 January of this year 1664]. Jahrs, friie um 8. Uhr,
an der Sonnen erzeiget, und in dem Fiirstenthum Crain bey Ober-Laybach
zum H. Creutz, von sechs PP. Capucin. ist gesehen worden: welche sich auch
erbieten, solches sub Iuramento, auf Begehren auszusagen [Datum Ober-
Laybach, in dem Fiirstenthum Crain beym H. Creutz, den 29. Jan. 1664].
Niirnberg, Paul Fiirst, 1664. Broadsheet, folio (ca 360 x 295 mm), text on two
columns, typographic frame, a large copper-engraved illustration (156 x 280
mm).

SOLD

Remarkable illustrated broadside featuring a beautiful engraved illustration
depicting the Capuchin friars of the Principality of Carinthia observing the
partial solar eclipse of January 1664.

References: USTC: 2612958 one copy: Wolfenbiittel, Herzog-August-
Bibliothek, IP8. Harms, W. Flugblatter, [,197.
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1664 & 1665

The Comets C/1664 W1 and C/1665 F1

In November 1664, an exceptionally bright comet appeared over Europe. When
it faded in March 1665, a second comet emerged, brighter still. Together, these
comets sparked one of the earliest international scientific debates: for the first
time, astronomers established genuine cross-border networks and exchanged
observational data in an effort to determine their trajectories. The phenomenon
generated a remarkable number of publications. The debate also extended well
beyond the astronomical community, engaging theologians, astrologers, and
other learned observers. Their interpretations varied considerably from one
country to another, as reflected in the pamphlets gathered here, ranging from
empirical observations and mathematical analyses to religious reflections and
prophetic prognostications.

11  AUTHAEUS, Philipp Ludwig (1621-1684). Judicium historicum
de cometis ex observationibus Philippi Ludovici authaei. Francofurti ad
Moenum, Paul Hummius, 1665. 4to (194 x 152 mm), [1] ff., 38 pp., woodcut
ornaments. Modern paper boards.

CHF 1800

Rare firstedition of this historical catalogue of known comets. The introduction,
in German, discusses the types of comets and their significance. The author, a
German lawyer from Frankfurt, then compiles an index of all comet passages
known up to 1664.

Provenance: P. Véron (bookplate).

References: USTC 2620637 1 copy. Houzeau & Lancaster no. 575; Briining
1109.
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Bonider Cormeten Wefen/ Ave/
ond Eigenfchaffe. —
CAP.L

4 Achdem vns Sotever AlmdchtigeHirmmlifche
V) Batter/ jego eclich viet mat/ allerband niche allein Trets
SRS vand Warnungen sugefchicke und geseigee/ fondern auch
PRy die Straffen barauff erfolgen laffen / deren vieleicht an
Ortent genuglam gedacheift / affoldffecer bochniche ab/ uns ju
analnen/ su einnern/ ju drduen / ob boch folches eewas Hefffen mbgt/
und uns ju dey Buf und Defferung berwegen. Aber leider@ott erbarms/
6 gebetan diefem/ wic andevm mehr/ man achte nichenur fir fich gar
nicht auff Seichen nd Wunder / welche uns fiirgeficllet waden / fons
ber verachtes auch dic jenigen/ fo diefelbigen su betrachen fiirhaben ¢
fprechend/esbetreffefrgend das Wetter /anderung def Suffts /oder dex
soeltlichen Regimenten / gar niche ibren Wandel / Slauben/ oder By
glauben/ £6aen auch feine fondere3eichen def JinaftenTags feyn/veil
wan Dergleichen vou anbegin der Welt gefchen Hab. Aber fic bedens
cken niche/ Dap@ote dic Niniuiten/ die Hierofolymitatier und Andere /
ourchy Propheten/ durch Wunderseichen am Himmel und auf Srden/
Cometen unnd dergleichen suvor gewarnet Habe / a fie bedenclenn
nicht / Dap Shriftus felber fagt/ daf olche Seichen an Sternen / follery
Beichyen bef legeenGeriches fepn, Luc, 21. Was aber nu dife jegigeReiz
chenund Cometen anlange /will vonndtenlfepnt / in germein Furg subes
fchreiben / was dey Cometen Z%t/ Vatur und Sigenfehaffefepe. Ss
' : ’ feind
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12 BEUTEL, Tobias (c. 1627-1690). Admirabilia In Aere Et Aethere Oder
kurtze Beschreibung Der Wunderbahren Wercke Gottes So sich zu begeben
pflegen In der Lufft, und am gestirneten Himmel: Durch Veranlassung des
im Decembri Anno 1664. erschienenen, und observirten Cometen Wovon
hierinnen absonderlich gehandelt wird, Auffgesetzt von Tobias Beuteln.
[Wonders in the Ether. God’s Marvellous Works in the Sky]. Leipzig, Johann
Friederich Schneider, 1665. 4to (202 x 145 mm) [3] ff., 18 pp., title in red
and black. Modern paper wrapper, the first 5 pp. gnawed at the bottom right
corner, no lack of text. Outer margin of the leaves browned, fragile.

CHF 900

with: De admirabilibus in aethere. Von Denen wunderbahren Wercken Gottes
am Himmel [Of the marvellous works of God in the heavens], Leipzig, Johann
Friederich Schneider, 1665. 31 pp.

Tobias Beutel was a mathematician and astronomer from Dresden. In 1658,
he was appointed chamberlain of the Kunstkammer of the Electors of Saxony.

Provenance: P. Véron (bookplate).

References: USTC 2676321 (6 copies). Briining 1116.

13 BEUTEL, Tobias (c. 1627-1690). Dreyfache Zugabe Der Admirabilium
In Aere et Aethere Oder Wunderbaren Wercke Gottes, In der Lufft und am
Gestirnten Himmel: So auff vorher erschienenen groflen Cometen, sich noch
ferner begeben, An Dreyen Sonnen und Regenbogen. An erschrecklichen
Feuer-Zeichen. Und an einen Neuen Cometen. Welche anderweit vor- in- und
nach denen Heiligen Oster-Feyertagen dieses 1665. Jahres observiret worden,
Von Tobias Beuteln [Threefold Reminder of the Wonders in the Air and the
Ether, or the Wonders of God in the Skies and the Starry Heavens]. Leipzig,
Johann Friederich Schneider, [1665]. 4to (202 x 140), [20] ff., engraved
frontispiece, some woodcuts ornaments. Modern blue paper wrapper,
somewhat browned in places.

CHF 1800

Forms the continuation of Admirabilia in Aere et Aethere. One of two editions,
both printed by Sporel for Schneider.
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It is illustrated with a fine copper-engraved frontispiece depicting the passage
of the comet. It contains 3 parts: First part: “On three suns and a rainbow
recently seen in and around Dresden”; Second part: “On terrifying fiery signs
in the sky observed in Dresden and Leipzig in the year 1665”; Third part: “On
the newly appeared Jovian Comet, observed with mathematical instruments
by Tobias Beutel in Dresden in March and April 1665.”

Provenance: :P. Véron (bookplate).

References: USTC 2569676 (5 copies); Briining 1116. 3; not in La Lande and
Houzeau-Lancaster.

14 BEUTEL, Tobias (c. 1627-1690). Nun folget Eine auBfiihrliche
Beschreibung des erschienenen Cometen: Wie solcher nicht nur im Decembri
Anno 1664. Sondern auch im Ianuario 1665. observiret worden. [A detailed
description of the comet that appeared, as observed not only in December
1664, but also in January 1665] Leipzig, Johann Friederich Schneider, 16635.
4to (201 x 150 mm) [4] ff., 47 pp, vignette to the title page. Modern paper
wrapper; title and last page somewhat browned; outer margin of the leaves
spotted.

SOLD

First edition, illustrated with a large engraved vignette on the title page
depicting the passage of the Comet.

Provenance: P. Véron (bookplate).

References: USTC 2594095 (7 copies); Briining 1117.
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15  Celeste Anatomia delle Comete, col pronostico sopra la Cometa
apparsa nell’ Autunno dell” Anno 1664. Dell’ Accademico Innominato.
Milano, Antonio Malatesta [1665]. 16mo (121 x 66 mm), 59 pp. including
title, woodcut vignette on the title page. 18th century paper boards. Small
marginal paper loss to p. 21, affecting two letters.

SOLD

Firstedition of this very rare anonymous publication, attributed by Cesare Cantu
to a certain Carlo Moraschi, an attribution not retained by the Italian national
union catalogue. The work examines comets from various perspectives: their
colours, morphology, movement, the opinions of the ancients, as well as their
effects and the prognostications of astrologers, which are discussed in the final
chapter.

Provenance: P. Véron (bookplate).

References:  ICCU: 009079, 2 copies. Cantu, C, Commento storico ai Pro-
messi Sposi o la Lombardia nel secolo XVII, 1874, p. 60.

16  La Cometa decomata, Cio¢ spogliata delle virtu pit minute d’operare,
0 significare, sopra de’ paesi, e persone singolari, discorso filosofico. /[Milan,
circa 1665]. Small 12mo (142 x 80 mm), (6) ff., 82 pp., [1] bl. leaf. 18th c.
paper boards.

SOLD

First edition, dedicated to Luis de Guzman Ponce de Leon (1605-1668), Count
of Villaverde, the Spanish soldier and diplomat who served as governor of the
Duchy of Milan from 1662 until his death. Cesare Cantu attributed the work to
a certain Corrado Confalonieri, about whom nothing further is known.

The comet of 1664 exercised the presses of European printers to a remarkable
degree. Astrologers believed it threatened the world with the most dreadful
disasters and shared their visions with the public, while others vigorously
opposed the fantasies and predictions of Astrology and Cometomancy. In
the preface, the author sharply criticizes astrologers and their exploitation of
public fear surrounding comets, accusing them of profiting from superstition
by presenting fanciful and alarming predictions as scientific truth.

Provenance: P. Véron.

References: ICCU: 050614 (after 1650; 4 copies). Cantu, Lombardia nel
secolo XVII, p. 60 (1664).
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CELESTE ANATOMIA
delie Comete,
< COL PRONOSTICO
SOPRA LA COMETA
Apparfa nell’Autunno dell’
Anno 1664.-
DELL*ACCADEMICO INNOMINATG .

Al'H lufrifs. Sig. mio, Sig. , € Pfon Colen.,

. IL SIGNOR
DON PIETRO CAVALLERIO

SOLANT, :

Auditore Generale de gl"Efferciti , Arti-

glieria, Fortezze, ¢ Caftelli nello

Seato di Milann, € Lm‘n‘bardia
per Sua Maefta Catrolica .

IN MILANO, FER ANTONIO MALATESTA.
Con licgnza de'Superion «

LA

CHOM'E T\
DECOMATA,

Cieé (pogliata delle virth piti mi-
nute d’operare, 0 fignificare,
Sopra de’ pacefi e perfonefi ngolari,
DISCORSO FILOSOFICO.
DEDICATO
ALLILLMO ET ECC.MO SIG.
IL SIGNOR
DONLVIGI DEGVZMAN
PONCE DE LEON,

Gentilhuomo della Cameradi S. M.
del fuo Configlio di guerra,Capi-
tano della Guardia Spagnuola,
Gouernatore , ¢ Capitano
generale dello Scato di
Milano &ec.

5
Antidoto contro [a Pefte cap. 4.? &
Epifanio Ferdipandi nelli fioi cento
cafi Medicinali , dicono efler fegni
di futura Peflilenza ; Ma perche per
Yefperienza fi vede , che la prouiden-
za Diuina hadeftinazala Pefte ogni
cinquanta , o feflant’ Aani, comes
dice il Doglioni neila fua Hiftorias
gencrale del Mondo, & per effetta
comprobata dallaPeflilenza paflata,
quale fuccefla 5 5. Arni doppola Pe-
fle antecedente del 1672, , che fl det
1575 1576. s & petcio Rimo; chiEil
noftro Uluna non fij par foggiacere
-a Peltilenza generale, maben si 2
febri maligne , & acutte , cou frene-
fic,& morti repentine; chie Dio ce ne
liberi .
Gleffetti della Coneta dureranno

tanti Anni, quanti Me(i durcra la {ua
apparitione.

Quanto a’ particolari, quelli, che
haueranno I"afcendente Parule nel
luogooue faranatala omneta, por-
tano pericolo di commuctatia vicas

con

5
CAPO 1IV.

Oxants male I Afvologia gindichi in fasti dowe
o di vagione .

( ;V-:ul:lgnau gid all"Aftrologia la giurifdit=
tione del gindicare 5, quafi la mane al
giuoco 5 & il poflelo nella liee © mi cade in
acconcio moltrare di paliggio quante male
ella poffa improuifando poceare 3 mentre
bell® agio , si fcioccamente ella verleggias
quanto deboli fien per effere le difefe fu-
bitanee in campagna ;5 mentre le difegnate
con iftudio , le piantate con tempn le per=
fertionate con difpendio riefcono & faciliad
ellir occupate . Es'ella tanto male ribacce vn
colpo premeditate per molei fecoli 5 quanto
peggio porrd reggere va'allilto di nuous, ed
improuifa fcherma# Parliam fenza merafora,
fe quefti Altrologi non predicono i1l vero doue
hanno per bafamento fodiffimo, le dimolira«
tioni infallibili, & cuidentiffime dell’ Altrono=-
mia, doue (come in Terreno di pacifico pollef=
fo ) ponnod beli’agio architecrare , quanto lo-
ro aggrada di Pronoftici accercar: intorno alle
mutationi de’ tempi, al temperamento delle
ftagioni, alltabbondanza, & careftia de' raccolei,
doue ' Aftrologia é Scicnzay ¢ nobiliflima , co-
me hd detto, i di lei fondumenti fono demol-
trationi efaminate 5 e comprouate per cant (&=
eoli, e fono mfieme nontlime 4 quelli della
rofe Mone, cioé¢ publicace in ant Libri, I qua=
fi fon turro grormo alld mano degh Aftrologis
doue non € opinione , mi fcienza quelladegls
Eccliffi, e fimili 3¢ pure quande fi viene all’ ap-
plicatione de’ parcicolari, percagion d”cilem-

pio, [ 'anno habbida ;!l'cr ftenile, o {r:ul:.,}o,;
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17 [CROIXMARE, Nicolas sieur de Lasson (1629-1680).] Le Courier
de traverse ou le Tri comete observé a Oxfort en Angleterre depuis le 22
Novembre jusqu’au 28 Janvier mil six cens soixante-cing. Traduit de I’ Anglois
de M. Vortfischer. Paris, Boiiillerot, 1665. 4to (227 x 165 mm), 8 pp. includ.
the title page. Modern marbled paper boards, spine with a brown title label
(with lack), somewhat spotted in places.

CHF 2500

First edition. Le Courrier de traverse ou le tri-cométe was written by Nicolas
de Croixmare de Lasson, an aristocrat from Rouen residing near Caen, member
of'the local “Académie des sciences ”, and interested in both the fine arts and the
sciences. It was, however, published under the name M. Vortfischer, presented
as the translator of this work from English into French. Given the Anglomania
that influenced certain authors (such as his fellow Norman Pierre-Daniel Huet)
this pseudonym was likely de Croixmare’s way of satirizing English virtuosi
and their French imitators.

At first glance, Le Courrier de traverse appears as a playful fantasy, mocking
geometric language, for example: when the “prostasphereses” (a play on
prosthaphaeresis, a method for multiplying ) and “apocastastes” ((referring
to an astronomical cycle) of the tri-comet are said to be identified using a
“spherical-spherical.” The Journal des Sc¢avans remarked that the work
was intended “to laugh at false savants and at those who delight in celestial
observations and the vain curiosities of astrology” (30 March 1665, pp. 88-
89).

At the same time, however, the text claims to rediscover an ancient truth,
already known to Seneca, Ptolemy, the Babylonians, and the Chaldeans,
according to which comets are primordial stars composed of the original
light. Considering that de Croixmare was involved in alchemical studies, he
may well have taken this ancient theory seriously. So, while Le Courrier de
traverse clearly adopts a parodic tone, this does not imply that de Croixmare
disbelieved in everything he wrote.

Provenance: P. Véron (bookplate).

References: OCLC: 794708640, WorldCat record one copy in Leiden. 3
copies in France, Barbier I, 798. Roux. “The Two Comets of 1664-1665: A
Dispersive Prism for French Natural Philosophy Principles.” In Anstey, Peter
R. The Idea of Principles in Early Modern Thought, Routledge, 2017, pp.98-
146.
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18  Discorso sopra la Cometa contro il sentimento de i Fisici, & degl’
Astrologi. Milano, Ambrogio R[Am]ellati [1665]. 16mo (97 x 81 mm), 34
pp-, including the title, [1] blank leaf. 18th c. paper boards; somewhat foxed
in places; small lack at the foot of the first 3 leaves, partially affecting the
printer’s name.

SOLD

First edition of this exceedingly rare anonymous publication, dedicated to
Count Fabricio Gattinara. The dedication, dated 19 February 1665, is signed
by a certain Carlo Antonio Ferrari (?). The author criticizes astrologers for
exploiting the appearance of the Comet to spread fearful predictions of disasters
and misfortune, arguing that people are naturally more inclined to proclaim
evil than good. He adopts a more restrained and “quasi-scientific” position,
stating that the Comet should not necessarily be regarded as a supernatural
omen but rather as a natural celestial or meteoric phenomenon.

We have been unable to trace any recorded copies of this pamphlet.

Provenance: P. Véron (bookplate).
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conda,mifpande folamente davn ¢

lato quel fuo chiarore,pigliarani per
crinite quelle ftefle, le qualidiciamo
codute: come cheil crine fi diftenda

folamente nella parte pofteriore,per
lafciarne libera la fronte.

Auertendo i Fifici al colore di
quefte ftelle, onde altre tendono al
folco, altre al roleggiante , &alere al
bianco, dicono che eflendo turee
impreflioni terreftri accefe alla Stera
delfuoco,finoalla quale alcendono,
fela materia loro tiene dell’humido
ardono con dificolta ,come il legno
verde, che concepito il fuoco quafi
fopito manda fumo, chenon s'infiam
ma ; che percio nel loro color fofco
Porgono inditio lamateria effere in=

26
mate effere fempre ftate portentofe
alMondo,conformandofi agl’euenti.
Al che ficonfi I’opinion volgata,che
Ie operationi della natura infolite
fiano prodigiofe, & non buone ; per-
che mentifcono & rendono bugiarda
Ja madre medefima natura a guifa -
de i parti moftruofi. Che percio fi
douerebbe ricorrere piu toftoa chi
per dono di Dio hd priuilegio d’in-
gerpretare quefti occulti {uoi carat-
terl,fiano 6 di minaccie ,0 d’auerti-
menti: alchenonfi po alcendere, fe
non aconfideratione dellacaufa ;o
come diffi principio loro. Quefte non
va dubio , che fono vapori effalanti
dalla terra eleuati ali’aria, & inalza-
titanto , quantoporta la qua}it:i li-
; gicre

g

fetta & peftilente , & indi nepredi-
cono morbi, infettioni, & morte de i
corpi mifti , & principalmente de_yp
Principi come di téperaméto pitdeli
catos & cosi meno refliftente allein-
fettioni: quafi che ladelicatezza dé
corpi non fia ancor propria delli {pi-
riti nobili ,de gl'ingegni eleuati, &
de gl'intelletti contemplativi , dalla
qualei Fifiognomonicinecauanota
li argomenti: & quafi che ancora tal
volta non forgano al Mondo tali
Principi inalzati piti dalla Fortuna
& dal cafo, che dallanatura, di dura
& ripugnaate compleffione , quale
era di quel Tartaro Precopita, che
offcrtog allaprefertura elertiva del
regno di Polonia vacante per las
2 QL% As e

et 2

giere & calda della materia fuz?: la
quale fe fi congiongein gran mafla,
& eccede nella qualicd fua la qualiv
ligiere dell’aria ,po alzarfi oltre la
regione di quefta, & auanzarfi nel
ciclo ftefla vertiginofo,dal cuifluflo
circolare portata riceua effa ancora
ilmoto diurno del primo mobilesco-
me lealtre felle, & i mantenga lon-
gamenteineflo , a fimilitudine delle
Qellg vere, come liberadalle muta-
tioni , corruttioni, & agitationi eic-
meatari, quali fono quelle che facil-

.meate faono rifoluere i vapori piu

bafi detti ftelle cadenti, non ino'
trate fopra I'aere, perefler minore il
liger fuo, &il fuo fotrile.
Argomentando adunque dallas
- natura
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19  Eigendliche Anmerckungen, des im Monat Novembr. verwichenen
1664sten Jahres erschienenen, und noch biss dato am Himmel lauffenden
grossen Wunder-Sterns...[Personal remarks on the Great and Marvelous Star
that appeared in November 1664 and still shines in the Sky today]. Gérlitz,
in Joh. Cundisii Buchladen zu finden, 1665. 4to (193 x 150 mm), [12] ff,,
woodcut vignette to the title page depicting a comet. Modern paper boards.

SOLD

Very rare pamphlet printed in Gorlitz in Lusatia. In the preface, the editor
explains that, in response to numerous requests for an explanation of a recently
observed comet, he consulted a learned astronomer, who preferred to remain
anonymous, though readers are invited to receive the work favorably, since no
satisfactory account had yet appeared in print. The resulting treatise, received
on 6 January, was published in order to satisfy public curiosity regarding
the comet’s appearance, trajectory, and movement across the heavens. An
additional observation, covering sightings up to 15 December, is appended.
The author also recalls the traditional belief that comets serve as celestial
warnings or divine signs announcing important events or punishments. The
work concludes with a lengthy prayer.

Provenance: P. Véron (bookplate).

References: USTC 2814422 1 copy. Not in Briining.



Eigendfiche

AuamerFungen/

Des in Sonac Novembr, vermwidenens sy fien Jabres
erfehicnenen/und sioch bif dato am Nimmel lauffenden groffen

§Cunoer-Sterns/

Go von einem berfifmeen Aftronomo i bicfls

ger Nachbaridhafie auf unterfchiedencs anbalten guter
Sreunde sur Nachricke ber(chicke worden / und nun vieler belichen und
begebren nadh / von fulbigen einien in Drud gegeben,

XOelben
Jiies andern/ bengefirae worden die Dedentung und gues
achtencines andern Auchoris fiber dicfen Cometen,

: ; Ynd dan folgen g
Drittens/ ekliche Gotrfelige Sedanden umd fehone Andache
$er/ bey dicfer clenden beeritbeen it / jeden frommen Chrifien
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20  HAHN, Johann Philipp (c. 1638-after 1705). Anderweit und endlicher
bericht von dem im Decembri des 1664.sten jahres erschienenen Cometen
Stern... [Another and final report on the Comet that appeared in December
1664]. Dresden, Christian Bergens, [1665]. 4to (194 x 152 mm), [12] ff.,
woodcut ornaments. Modern paper boards.

CHF 1200

After studying law in Wittenberg, Hahn, originally from Dresden, returned to
settle there and published various astrological writings and calendars, some
of which were printed in Prague. In the same year, he published in Dresden:
Kurtz eilfirtiger Bericht Von Dem im Decembr. Anno 1664. Kurtz eilfdrtiger
Bericht Von Dem im Decembr. Anno 1664. Neulichst erschienen Cometen...

Provenance: P. Véron (bookplate).

References:  Klaus-Dieter Herbst: Biobibliographisches Handbuch der
Kalendermacher von 1550 bis 1750 (On line). Not in Briining.




21  Historischer Bericht von Cometen, Das Ist: Eine Erzdhlung Aller
Cometen und ihrer Wirckungen: so viel deren von Anfang der Welt her, in
Historien aufgezeichnet worden, und was jederzeit darauf erfolget. [Historical
report on Comets]. /Germany], 1665. 4to (193 x 148 mm), [8] ff., woodcut
ornaments. Modern paper boards.

CHF 1200
A narrative of all comets.

Provenance: P. Véron (bookplate).

References: USTC 2545136 (1 copy). Not in Briining.
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22 BROADSHEET. [HONOLD the Elder, Jakob (1633-1691)]. Die
newe Cometen Seyn gwisse Propheten [The new comets are said to be certain
prophets]. Semper, adhuc diri quoties arsére Cometae, Certa secuturi signa
fuére mali... Wolmeynend vorgestellet von M. J. H. Ulm, Balthasar Kiihnen,
1664. Broadsheet, folio (ca 275 X 170 mm), half-page copper-engraved
illustration (114 x 160 mm); somewhat spotted and cut in the margins, minor

folding traces.
CHF 3200

First edition. The translation of the distich reads: “As often as terrible comets
have burned in the sky, they have been sure signs of a calamity to follow. The
interpretation of the appearance of comets lies beyond human knowledge, but
the experience of past apparitions [the comets of 1618, 1651, and 1661 having
shown this] demonstrates that such unusual signs are well to be considered as
threatening and warning signs, signs of divine wrath, and certain heralds of
future misfortune and of God’s punishment.”

Jacob Honold the Elder was born around 1633 in Ulm, the son of Jacob Honold
(1599-1664). His father was a professor at the Ulm Gymnasium from 1626
and, from 1634, first an assistant and later a preacher at Ulm Minster. From
1651, the calendar maker studied liberal arts and theology at the University of
Strasbourg. After his studies, Honold initially went to Jungingen, near Ulm, as
a pastor in 1656. From 1659 he taught mathematics at the Ulm Gymnasium,
and from 1674 as a teacher (praeceptor) of the sixth grade. Honold belongs to
those calendar makers who, from the 1660s and 1670s onward, increasingly
used their calendars to educate readers about the untenability of various
aspects of astrological prediction.

References: USTC: 2660404, 2 copies (Germany), SB Munich4°Astr.P.520/24
bears as here, the monogram “A” in the right corner of the engraving; Harms,
W., Deutsche Illustrierte Flugblitter des 16. und 17. Jaahrhunderts, I, 200;
Briining 1085; Schmitt & Appenzeller, Balthasar Kiihn, 306.
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23 Kurtze Beschreibung und einfiltige Erklirung Des Cometen, Oder
Geschwantzten Sterns, So sich im December dieses 1664sten Jahres hat
sehen lassen, gestellet durch C. B. L. M. V. R. [Brief description and simple
explanation of the comet or shooting star that appeared in December of this
year, 1664...] [Germany], Gedriickt im Jahr Christi 1665. 4to (193 x 150
mm), [10] ff., woodcut vignette to the title page depicting a comet. Modern
paper boards; somewhat dampstained in the margin.

SOLD

[Nlustrated on the title page with a black Comet, the pamphlet concludes, after
a series of dark prognostications, with a passage from the Book of Sirach
(Ecclesiasticus): “The winds also are created for vengeance, and in their fury
they bring destruction...” etc.

Provenance: P. Véron (bookplate).

References: USTC 2538980 3 copies. Briining 1124.

24  Kurtze jedoch eigentliche und Wahrhafftige Beschreibung, des in
diesem 1664 Jahre am 3,13 Decembris alhier zu Hamburg zum erstenmahl
gesehenen, anitzo aber noch brennenden Grossen und Grewlichen Cometen,
Aus rechtem Grunde der Sternkiindigung und Astrologiae dem Leser zu
gefallen gestellet. [A brief accurate and truthful description of what was
seen here in Hamburg for the first time on 3 December of this year 1664].
Hamburg, 1664. 4to (193 x 152 mm) , [4] ff., woodcut to the title page, one
plate engraved on wood. Modern paper board.

SOLD

Rare description of the appearance of the Comet observed from Hamburg on 3
December 1664. It is illustrated with a woodcut of the Comet on the title page
and a fine full-page woodcut showing the comet passing above a ship, with
constellations depicted as zodiacal symbols.

Provenance: P. Véron (bookplate).

References: USTC: 2634690 (3 copies). Not in Briining, describes only the
Frankfurt issue of 1665 (n°1174).
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25 Kaurtze jedoch eigentliche und wahrhafftige Beschreibung des in
diesem abgewichenen 1664. Jahre im Monat Decembri zum ersten mahl
gesehenen... [A brief yet accurate and truthful description of what was seen
for the first time in December of that most unusual year 1664]. Breslau,
Jonisch, 1665. 4to (194 x 152 mm) [4] ff., woodcut to the title and a full-page
woodcut on the verso of the final leaf. Modern paper board. Title page with a
few fold marks.

CHF 3000
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The title vignette depicting the Comet, and the full-page woodcut is partly
modeled on the illustration from the pamphlet published in Hamburg in 1664
(n° 24). The dates of observation differ from those given in the Hamburg printing
and appear to correspond specifically to observations made in Breslau or Silesia.

No Ustc copy, not in Briining.

Provenance: P. Véron (bookplate).
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26  MuthmaBliche Gedancken, Die Bedeutung Des jlingsten im
Decembri, A. 1664. erschienenen Cometen Betreffende: Darinnen beedes
die Symbolische, und Schrifftmissige Erklarung dieser Himmlischen Stern-
Bilder, als nemlich Des Raaben, der Wasser-Schlangen, der Jungfrauen, des
Lowen, Krebs, wie auch der Cassiopeae, Von einer hochgelehrten Person
verabfasset [Conjectural Thoughts on the Significance of the Recent Comet
of December 1664...] Nuremberg, Wolff Eberhard Felf3ecter, 1665. 4to (193 x
148 mm) [8] ff., initial and a large tailpiece engraved on wood. Modern paper

boards.
CHF 1200

At the end, two leaves of Latin text provide a description of the Comet
observed in Vienna “on the first night” of 1665.

Provenance: P. Véron (bookplate).

References: USTC 2597245. Houzeau & Lancaster, 5760; Briining 1190.
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27  NEUBARTH, Christoph (1607-1681). Astrologische Gedancken,
Uber die Zween neulich entstandene erschreckliche Comet-Sterne: Deren
einer, im Christ-Monat, verwichenen 1664. Jahres, Und der ander, im Ianuario,
deB draufffolgenden 65. Jahres, erschienen und gesehen worden, Einfaltig, und
ohne Affecten, auffgesetzt und an Tag gegeben, Von Christophoro Neubarthio,
B.S. Theo-Astro-logo [Astrological reflections on the two frightening comets
that appeared recently, one of which disappeared during the Christmas month
of 1664...] Breslau, Johann Christoph Jacob, [1665]. 4to (193 x 142 mm) [16]
ff., initial and woodcut headpiece. Modern paper boards.

CHF 1200

A native of Lower Silesia, Christoph Neubarth (1607-1681) studied theology
in Leipzig before entering the ministry. He continued the publication of
numerous calendars for Lusatia and Silesia originally produced by Georg
Baumann in Breslau.

Provenance: P. Véron (bookplate).

References: USTC 2646358 (1 copy). Houzeau & Lancaster n° 5756;
Briining 1195. Cf. Klaus-Dieter Herbst: Biobibliographisches Handbuch der
Kalendermacher von 1550 bis 1750 (online)
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28 [PARDIES Ignace-Gaston (1636-1673)]. [Observations sur la
cométe]. [Bordeaux (?) circa 1665]. Autograph manuscript. 4to (222 x 163
mm), 6 pp., ink on paper. With a small sketch in the outer margin of the second
page, and contemporary corrections and revisions.; traces of folding.

SOLD

Rare, unpublished manuscript on the observation of the Comet of 1665. One
of Pardies’ earliest scientific contributions.

Ignace-Gaston Pardies, who was educated at the Jesuit college in Pau, his
native city, entered the Society of Jesus as a novice in 1652. From 1654 to
1656 he pursued philosophical studies at Toulouse, followed by four years of
humanities at Bordeaux. Ordained a priest in 1663, he taught the humanities
from 1664 to 1665. In 1666 he was appointed professor of physics and
mathematics at the Jesuit college of La Rochelle, before moving in 1670 to the
College de Clermont in Paris. Pardies belonged to the international tradition
of Jesuit scientists represented by figures such as Athanasius Kircher, Fabri,
or Grimaldi. He stood at the centre of contemporary debates on the nature
of Light and corresponded with leading European savants, including Isaac
Newton, Leibniz, and Huygens. He died prematurely in 1673; his Atlas céleste
was published posthumously a few months later.

The spectacular comets of the seventeenth century inspired Pardies’ early
interest in astronomy and the physical sciences. Before completing his studies,
he published a treatise on sundials (Paris, 1662) and, in 1665 at Bordeaux, two
works on comets. In his Dissertatio de motu et natura cometarum, he sought
to demonstrate the permanent nature and regular motion of comets, arguing
that they travel in straight lines. The treatise is particularly noteworthy for its
emphasis on practical methods of observation, the simplest of which employs
a ruler or stretched thread aligned with the comet and two fixed stars.

It is precisely this method that is described at the beginning of the present
manuscript. Aware of the difficulties involvedin determining a comet’s altitude
through parallax, as well as the skill required to use astronomical instruments
accurately, Pardies proposes a simpler and more reliable procedure requiring
nothing more than a ruler or a thread. Applying this method, he concludes that
the Comet is situated at an immense distance from the Earth, far beyond the
lunar sphere and deep within the celestial heavens.
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“Considerant la grande difficulté qu’il y a a mesurer la hauteur des Cometes
par la parallaxe en suivant la methode ordinaire, et combien l’usage des
instrumens nécessaires demande une longue pratique, afin que les operations
en puissent estre iustes, et les grandes precautions, qu’il faut apporter dans les
consequances qu’on tire de ces observations ; je me suis resolu de chercher
quelque methode plus aisée, pour trouver combien est esloignée de nous cette
Comete qui paroist despuis [pres ?] d’un mois. Et je croy en avoir trouvé une
d’autant plus infaillible, qu’elle est facile a pratiquer, que toutes les operations
en sont plus simples, et qu’il n’est besoin pour tout instrument que d’une
regle ou d’un filet que les moins versés dans cette sorte d’operations peuvent
manier treés aisément (...) suivant cette méthode j’ay trouvé que la comete est
extremement esloignée de la terre, et qu’elle est non seulement au-dessus de
la lune mais aussi au dela de toute hauteur etc.”

The manuscript refers to observations made at Poitiers, Toulouse, and Pau,
comparing sightings from these different locations in an attempt to determine
the comet’s trajectory and distance from the Earth: “Or de toutes les
observations que nous avons reveu de divers androits de Poictiers de Toloze et
de Pau il nous [?] que la Comete paroist par tous ces endroits dans la mesme
ligne que nous luy avons marquée pour son chemin, et que son mouvement
propre la porte successivement en divers endroits de ce cercle, mais que iamais
la parallaxe ne 1’abaisse d’un seul point.

Drawing on observations made over three nights, Pardies believed himself
able to determine a number of important points concerning the comet,
including the region of the heavens from which it had begun its course before
becoming visible, the point at which it would disappear, its velocity, and the
future conjunctions it would form with the Moon, planets, and fixed stars.

Unlike many of his contemporaries, Pardies remained sceptical of Judicial
Astrology and rejected the notion that comets were either the causes of
terrestrial events or reliable portents of future calamities. The present
manuscript already contains the ideas that would form the central theme of his
second work on comets, also published in 1665, Remarques sur les cométes et
autres phénomenes extraordinaires de ces temps, where Pardies rejected the
common practice of interpreting celestial phenomena as portents of disaster.

The final paragraph is devoted to the “prédiseurs de mauvaises nouvelles”, “qui
ont fait courir le bruit par la France que cette Comete avait son propre lieu sur
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I’isle de Madagascar(...) [et] se trouverait sur la fin au dessus de la Martinique,
afin qu’il ne manquat rien au pronostiques de la ruine totale de la compagnie
des Indes.” (the predictors of bad news who had spread the rumour throughout
France that the comet had its proper place above the island of Madagascar and
would eventually appear over Martinique, thereby completing the prediction
of'the total ruin of the East India Company). Il ajoute: “ces sortes de personnes
ne sont pas toujours des plus intelligens de ce monde dans la théorie des corps
célestes.”

The two publications that Pardies devoted to comets drew him into an active
correspondence with several Jesuit men of science. Among his most important
correspondents in this regard was Father Jacques Grandamy (1588-1672),
professor at the Collége de Clermont in Paris, the foremost Jesuit institution
in France for scientific and pedagogical studies. In a small work published
in 1665, Le Cours de la Comete qui a paru sur la fin de 1664, Grandamy
refers to the “observations excellentes (...) envoyez de Bordeaux par le Pere
Pardies de nostre Compagnie” and praises Pardies’s demonstration that the
comet had passed well above the Moon; “Cela se prouve evidemment par
I’observation tres-exacte qu’en a faite avec beaucoup d’intelligence le Pere
Pardies a Bordeaux™. (p. 12).

This manuscript of observations is almost certainly identical, in both substance
and method, to the report communicated to Father Grandamy. The impression
made by the young Pardies on the elderly professor at the Collége de Clermont
appears to have been considerable. Grandamy may have recommended him
to his superiors for a teaching appointment in Paris, then the most prestigious
Jesuit post in France in the sciences and education.

A crossed out note in the author’s hand on the blank verso of the final leaf
reads: “Pour le R. P. de la Roussie”. It is followed by the inscription, which is
also crossed out :

“Le R. P. Pardies salue V(otre) R(everence) et luy envoie ses observati[ons
sur| la Comete, elles sont dignes de luy tout le monde les a [? raturé] fort
[admirées?] en ce pays. Si V. R. les communique a nos peres elle s[ondera?]
leurs sentiments et elle nous obligera de nous le faire s[avoir] la lere fois
qu’elle escrira au R. P. Grimard.”



We have not identified the Jesuit to whom this version of Pardies’ Observations
and Method was addressed (Father Francois de La Roussie, born in 1646,
Dordogne?), but we do know about Etienne Grimard (1612-1690), who
was syndic of the Maison professe des jésuites de Bordeaux. He entered the
novitiate of the Society of Jesus in 1633; served as procurator of the Province
of Aquitaine, residing at the College of Bordeaux from 1663 to 1669, and then
as procurator of the college from 1669 to 1675.

References August Ziggelaar, Le physicien Ignace Gaston Pardies S.J.
(1636-1673), Odense Univ. Press, [Odense], 1971. Christiaan Huygens a A.
Auzout, lettre du 12 Février 1665, in Guvres completes de C. Huygens, V,
1664-1665, n°1327, p. 230. Albert Gaillard, La Baronnie de Saint-Magne,
1911, T. 11, p. 66.
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29  PIMENTA, Antonio (1620-1700). Sciographia da nova prostimasia
celeste & portentoso cometa do anno de 1664 offerecidaa Luis de Vasconcellos
e Sousa conde de Castel Melhor. Lisboa, na officina de Domingos Carneiro,
1665. 4to (183 x 135 cm), pp. [8] 79 [7]. Later pastiche binding, marbled
calf, spine with raised bands, divided into gilt compartments, title gilt on red

leather piece, edges red, minor soiling.
CHF 3500

Firstedition of this rare work in Portuguese by Antoénio Pimenta, mathematician,
scholar, astronomer, Jesuit, and professor at the prestigious University of
Coimbra in Portugal.

Pimenta clearly demonstrates his familiarity with the seventeenth century
controversy surrounding comets, including abundant quotations of Tycho
Brahe, Kepler, Michael Maestlin, Cornelius Gemma, Adam Tanner, Johann
Baptist Cysat, Giuseppe Biancani, Cristoforo Borri, Christoph Scheiner and
Niccolo Cabeo. When he turned to the physical composition and origin of
comets, Pimenta’s view was that comets consisted of concentrations of
planetary exhalations originating from certain celestial conjunctions.

References : USTC: 5093374. Luis Miguel Carolino, C. Ziller Camenietzki
“Tokens of the future: comets, astrology and politics in early modern Portugal”,
in Cronos, 2006, n°9, 33-58. Not in Briining.



'SCIOGR APHIA
- DanovaProftimafiacelefte, &
portentofo Cometado Annode1664.

E OFFERECIDA
‘A LVIS DE VASCONCELLOS,

E Sovsa.
CONDE DE CASTELMELHOR;
Do Conlclho de Eftado de S.Mageftade, feu Repofteiro
Mor, & Efcrivao da Puridade: Senhor das Villas de Ca-
ftel-Melhor,Almendra,& Valhelhas, & do Morgado da
Mouta Santa; Comendador das Comendas de Sam
Martinho de Pombal, N.S.da Conceicam da Villa
da Redinha, S.Miguel da Tacha, Salvaterra
do Eftremo,& N.S.da Caflelha; Alcaide
mor dos Caftellos,de Pombal,Pena-
macor, Salvaterra do eftremo,
Bt & Caflelha,&c.
PELLO PADRE ANTONIO PIMENTA,
| Lente que foy de Humanidades, & da Mathematica, na Vni«
t vetfidade de Coimbra, Meftre em Artes,Doutor em Canones,
i &naSagrada Theologia; Protonotario Apoftolico de .
Santidade, & Vigario daIgrejadeS. Paulo
defta Corte, & Cidade de
LIS BOA.

e —

Com as licengas necefSarias
NaOflicina de Domingos Carnciro. ‘Anno de 1665.

|
e =

61



62

30 SPLEISS, Stephan (1623-1693). Beildufftiger Bericht Von dem
jezigen Cometsternen: Wie solcher In disem zu end lauffenden 1664. Jahr, bei
anfang deB Christmonats, in Schaffhausen und benachbarten Orten beobachtet
worden, und bei klarem Himmel noch kan gesehen werden, Zum Vortrab
einer vollkommenern beschreibung, auf vilfaltiges begehren wolmeinend
mitgetailet von Stephano Spleissio, Gymn. ibid. Rectore, Astronomiae Cultore
[Occasional Report on the current Comets, such as those appearing at the end
of this year 1664...]. [Germany 1664]. 4to (211 x 158 mm), 16 pp., large
engraved vignette on the title page, two woodcut headpieces showing books
and instruments, initials. Disbound, title somewhat soiled with lack of paper,
somewhat dampstained in places.

CHF 2500

Stephan Spleiss, was a pedagogue, mathematician, and astronomer; he served
as rector of the Gymnasium of Schaffhausen in Switzerland. After citing
biblical passages from Jeremiah and the Psalms (which present the starry
heavens as the realm in which God reveals Himself to humanity) the author
focuses on the days 7/17, 8/18, 9/19, and 10/20 December 1664 (Julian/
Gregorian calendars) to examine the comet’s position relative to the fixed
stars. He then discusses the comet’s path and dimensions, aiming to determine
its true magnitude and to reconstruct its orbit around the Sun in relation to the
planetary spheres.

The work is illustrated with a large astronomical copper engraving showing
the celestial theatre of the Comet’s appearance, together with the neighbouring
constellations (Corvus, Crater, Hydra) and a chart of its trajectory.

References : USTC: 2682781 (2 copies); Briining 1100; Haller 1, 1209 Klaus-
Dieter Herbst: Biobibliographisches Handbuch der Kalendermacher von
1550 bis 1750 (online).
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31 Vertraulich und Erbaulich Cometen-Gesprich, Sonderlich des
Inhalts, Ob Cometen Gutes oder Boses bedeuten: Bey den neulich zu End
des 1664sten Jahrs entstandnen Schrecklichen Cometen Von zwey ungleichen
Personen, Pyrrhonio einen Weltgesinnten und Eusebio einen Gottesfiirchtigen,
gehalten. Beyldufftig gemercket und in Druck gegeben [Confidential and
edifying conversation about comets, particularly on the question of whether
comets are good or bad. About the frightening comets that appeared recently
at the end of 1664], [Germany] Gedriick im Jahr 1665. 4to (193 x 150 mm)
[14] ft., title vignette and woodcut headpiece. Modern paper board.

CHF 1000

First edition. The pamphlet presents the arguments and explanations
surrounding the phenomenon of the comet through a dialogue between two
archetypal characters: Pyrrhonius, a man of worldly mind, and Eusebius, the
God-fearing man.

References : USTC 2544919. Houzeau & Lancaster n°® 5762; Briining 1242.
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32 WAGNER, Elias (1624-1676). [Prodromoi ton erchomenon.] Zwiefaches
Wunder Gottes Der beyden grossen Comet-Sternen am Himmel: In etlichen
Christlichen und wolgemeinten niitzlichen Erinnerungen ohn Aberglauben,
Gott zu Ehren, Und Dem Nechsten zum Fromen Mit Fleif3 untersuchet, und auff
Begehren an Tag gegeben, Von Elia Wagenero, Laubano [The divine miracle of
Zwiesach: the two great comets in the sky]. Breslau, Johann Christoph Jacob,
[1665]. 4 to (193 x 144 mm) [14] ff. woodcut headpiece, initial. somewhat
dampstained in the lower margin. Modern paper boards.

CHF 1000

A native of Upper Lusatia, Wagner studied philosophy and theology in
Strasbourg, then travelled around Germany, becoming assistant to the
mathematician Philipp Miiller in Leipzig. In 1650, he was appointed parish
priest of Waldau (Lower Silesia). In addition to this pamphlet, relating to his
observations made at Zwiesach (i.e. Wszech$wigte), he published a treatise on
astronomy about the comet of 1652, Cometa Vespertinus Prodigiosus.

Provenance : P. Véron (bookplate).

References :USTC:2617136(2copies).Klaus-Dieter Herbst: Biobibliographisches
Handbuch der Kalendermacher von 1550 bis 1750 (online). Not in Briining.
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1677

The comet of 1677, identified under the designation C/1677 HI, was a
remarkable comet observed in the spring of that year, particularly during
April and May. It was the subject of detailed observations by contemporary
astronomers, including Johannes Hevelius in Danzig.

33 BROADSHEET. NICARIUS DE MONTE AUREO (?). Einfluss
und Wiirckung dess Newen Cometsternen welcher schon in underschidlichen
Stitten und Landern erschinen, fonderlich aber auch zu Méyland den 24.
Und 25. Aprill 1677 Nachts umb 7 Uhr beobacht worden, durch Nicarium de
Monte Aureo [Influence and effect of that which was seen in various places,
and in Milan on 24 and 25 April 1677]. Freyburg im Breissgaw, Wehrlin, 1677.
Broadsheet, folio (ca 385 x 285 mm), illustrated with a comet-star woodcut,
text on two columns; minor tears and marginal losses, minor folding traces.

CHF 3500

The text combines astronomical observation and astrological interpretations.
It discusses the nature of comets, referring to Greek and Roman authorities
such as Anaxagoras, Aristotle, and Seneca, and questions whether comets are
merely “dry vapours” igniting in the upper atmosphere or enduring celestial
bodies. As was common at the time, comets are interpreted as divine warnings
announcing wars, famines, plagues, or the death of great rulers. The text also
records sightings above Milan and elsewhere in Europe during the spring and
autumn of 1577, before concluding with a moral and religious exhortation to
repentance and piety.

Very rare. WorldCat records only one copy preserved at the Bibliotheque
Nationale de France, not in Drugulin, not in Briining.
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angejoaner Vrfach in mefner Befdhreibung dee Somerens / rwelee gemelnlich ders
glefchen effekmit fich bringen. €& fhyreibe cin Aachor,paf berComer/fo in Orient
vor Sennen AufFaang ecfdeiner/ bedeuee den Tobe aines hohen Porentaen # dber
veffen fanb ober Proving der Comer geffracts herein paffiers mdem Seichens roile
chem folches Orih oder fand vndertvorffen iff.  Aufweldiens ann feidlichvas
ladicium jit formicren von gedentocrriges Comerens (o vmb 7. B herfitroiney sw
Betrdfftigung aber aefageer efedten, bringe aemeldrer Auchor den €emeren ers
Beye der Anno 304. vor dem Dinerine Confantint aefehen merden # wre Wacrotug
bejeuaer. IBie auch eln anberenfo gefehen worden vor semAblabendeb Kelerss
pondem Birailfus melder: nec dicitotiesarsére Comete . Bnd nadh bem grol
fen Somecensfo Annor98, aefehon wordenshae manden Erfolg def Dinfdhetdens
¢lned groffen Porenraren vernemmen mijfen.

Sonflen in genuen surebencpfieaas bis Comerar Ansegungen end Derbore
ten jufeyn Bnfitigen 2ocls, ond Jorn Sortes widee vrjire Siind- veeldse dev hoche
fte Soet freaffer miconmdifiger Higs Triadnes vad Direeder Exdins Mangeldeh
ofta|ers mie bfichuna der Fifchs mir Rrieq duvels die Sanderiber welche der Eoe
et hevedn lanffe 2 pnd aush mic graufamen Seurmusinden oud Bnaerotizer / wie
Ponanus melde: Ventorum quogae cerea dabancubi figna Comerz.  Bher
bag fagecin Yrabiffer Authorvon cinem dergleichen Someeens daf er bedene Els
[enbond Badergang der Reldyen: Menge dee Teibfal pnder dem Baucdvoldt:
Striea Blureeraiefungs vnd einer flienebmen hoben Perfon Buverganas fambe
aroffer Sovche endSerovsnoth : susleich and aroffe Diieres ugenevnd Dauprosches
Dichterbens Axelicher bnid vornember Mdnner Befilraung 2 vnd degeadizungs
¢entgeaenErhabuna gemeiner Leutenit obne areffen fchadlich-end nadbalia? Eifers

Auf dee Siane ond gerelrem Geapnfird Comeren roitd abgencmmens 2af fcin
effedt ond DWiirctuna febnel vnbd bald, nemblich auff das reeniaf fm deleenDionat
nadhdem Anfang feinerExfcheinunafich erctanen endberfiie than reerde. BVod 1E
bachlich subefdrehtensdab fiin Airctung werdewnaavebnlich wnd dber bi: maffen
Beffia feons aub Befach el ev fich surSribitnadsei erietaer alg melche garnie bes
quenind raualich 2 beraleihien cocpora metheorica pnd Sonwien » meaen el
berfliMiger Seuchee 7 wueanfiven. Dahiroubetennen 2 dafigemelren Somergns
Brfadh aans frembd vnd vnbefande 7 vndalfo Sdndichs oder mehe dbeenarirlidy
alg nauiclp fove Anfrehhem dannadnieder fomen folle 2 daf e cin prodigium,
end gang fendecbar vngewobnliches bofes portentum foy.  Sage deromedsn mit
Gtieea lib, 7 quelt,mor, Nemo ¢b ulquetarduselt , & hebes, & demitfus in
tetram, ut ad divina non erigatar, actota meare canfurgas, ubinovam aliquad
2ceelo miraculum falfit, Micmand i affo liederlichs verjfocfesond frinerveracfs
fensbaf e fich it gang wind gar ju SOre betehre # in deme thym ¢ newes Wunder
vonDimmid herab aefchinen bats dannwicberoufisfo fommen devafeichen Eefiete
nunger/ondNimmlifehe Phanomenanit verachens vud shnasfibe i duffrvakrs
algob fic nady bent LauiFder DNatue enclpreffen rodren / fondern ceetanen [id aup
Eulichem B(0en vud Vefelchs  Dafero fefen roiv il fileig # wa file arofievnd
pngevehnre Comcten fich evictae haben vor dem Tede filereefflidier vnd heiliger
Mdnnersalgde D, Thomzs vnd anderer mebr . Dip feye filr vifmahl acnugs
fveilen anfego nie Dlag it aefagen Comsens Lanffs fhnelle Vevdndernnas mit
mehrerm meltlduffiger dar puehun,

Dce ainiae Sefee fan fich hlemie exinneen wnd s Semulfe fifeansdafmann
deraleldhen Wiberivertialeleen # teeden enferen Sitnden aufichen 7 vonndeen foy
weedes winb Sdulichen acfafeen Joinss vud gereehirer Siraffs Abneendunas wie
gecnleefchrens Deegen ju cenfhaffree Buf qugreifens  Darnach auchs dab nitdie
Cometflernensfonder die Rurben vnd aevecyee Hand def eryiienenSDutes wfdrdye

i feye/ welce wir ellende Wenfeben mic vnfeeen Simpen vnd affen

jue billichen Rach end Strcicher anvelions ond
berfiiclodfem.
ERNDE
Getrtiekt 0 Serybiirg ln Brolfigarw beo Feb. Yacos Tehrlin bn Yabee 7.
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1680

C/1680 V1, known as the Great Comet of 1680, Kirch's Comet, or Newton's
Comet, was the first comet ever discovered through a telescope, identified by
Gottfried Kirch on 14 November 1680. Reportedly visible even in daylight
and famous for its extraordinarily long tail, it provided Newton with crucial
material for testing and confirming Kepler's laws.

34  BROADSHEET. Abbildung des Comet-Sternen, Welcher sich in dem
Monat Decembr. 1680 hat sehen lassen [The comet star Which appeared in
the month of November 1680]. Straffburg, Zu finden bey Fridrich-Wilhelm
Schmucken, Kunst- und Buchhdndlern [1681 ?] Broadsheet, folio (ca 370 x
280 mm), text on 3 columns, one copper-engraved illustration.

CHF 3000

With a religious poem composed of twelve verses. It expresses fear of the
wrath of God (“Gottes Grimm”) and interprets the comet as a warning of
impending disasters, including wars and epidemics. The printer Friedrich
Wilhelm Schmuck was active in Strasbourg at the end of the seventeenth
century, specializing in religious works and engravings.

References: USTC: 2558073. WorldCat records 3 copies, Basel, Zurich,
Dresden. Briining 1390.

35 [EGGER, Johann].Kurtzer Bericht Und Beschreibung, Defl Auff-vnd
Undergangs, Hohe, Grosse und gantzen Lauffs, Defl Zum End-verwichenen
1680. Jahrs erschienenen Comet-Sterns. Observirt und beschrieben In der
Lands- Fiirstl. Haupt- Stadt Grétz. [A brief report and description of the
rising and setting, height, size, and entire course of the Comet that appeared
at the end of the year 1680]. /Graz], In Verlegung Sebastiani Haupt, 1681.
4to (199 x 155 mm), 33 pp. 19th c. red paper wrapper, lack of paper to spine,
somewhat spotted.

CHF 1800

Sole edition, rare. In addition to a brief explanation of comets, the work
contains a detailed chronology of observations made in Graz (Styria). This
is followed by a chapter on the comet’s course and its appearance in Asia,
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Europe, and America. The volume concludes with a comparison to earlier
cometary phenomena. Attributed by Holzmann-Bohatta to a Joh. Egger (?)

An engraving may have originally accompanied the work but is not present
here.

Provenance: Ex-bibliotheca Lambertina (manuscript entry to the title page);
P. Véron (Bookplate).

References : Briining 1392; Holzmann-Bohatta I, 5550a; Graff, Bibliographia

Widmanstadiana 1586-1805, no. 714; not in VD17, La Lande, or Houzeau-
Lancaster.
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36 BROADSHEET. FEigendlicher Abril Und Beschreibung des
erschrocklichen Cometen, welcher des zu End lauffenden Jahrs 1680, den 16.
17. 18. 20. 26. Decemb. 26. 27. 28. 30. (5.) Jan. Abends umb 5. bif} 6. Uhr in
dieser des Heyl. Reichs Stadt Regenspurg gesehen und beobachtet worden.
Regenspurg, Hanckwitz, 1680. Broadsheet, folio (ca 395 x 315 mm), text on
two columns, a large copper-engraved illustration (131 x 116 mm), repairs to
some minor tears and marginal losses.

CHF 3500

“An Account and description of the Terrifying Comet, which was seen and
observed in the Holy City of Regensburg”.

The text refers to the comets of 1652/53, 1661, 1664, 1665, 1672 and 1677.
The main text is set in two columns, separated by decorative borders. The first
column contains a prose explanation of the Comet. In the right-hand column
is a prophecy, in prose and a poem.

References : USTC: 2568189, WolrdCat record 4 copies in Germany. Briining
1310. Drugulin 3033.

37 BROADSHEET. Eigentliche Figur oder Abbildung Def3 Neuen grof3
erschrocklich lang schweifichten Comet- oder Wunder-Sterns : Was massen
solcher nicht nur im November und December, deB hingelegten 1680sten,
sondern auch im Jenner deB neu-angefangenen 1681sten Jahrs, in der Welt-
berithmten Stadt Rom ... auch in der ... Haupt- und Residenz-Stadt Wien und
anderer Orten... gesehen... H.B.C.P. [Nurnberg] Gedruckt im Jahr Christi
1681. Broadsheet, folio (circa 460 x 380 mm), large copper engraving (185 x
185 mm), text on 3 columns. Minor tears, 3 corners repairs.

CHF 4500

A large and striking ephemeral broadside. The title states: “Actual form or
depiction of the new, exceedingly terrifying, long-tailed comet which was
observed not only in November and December of the past year 1680, but also
in January of the newly begun year 1681, in the world-famous city of Rome,
as well as in Vienna, and other places”.

The engraved illustration bears the imprint “Niirnberg” and the name of the
printer Johann Leonhard Buggel.

References : USTC: 2705888, 4 copies in Germany; Briining, 1385.
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Cigendlicher Abrif

- Defdreibung ded erfdrdctliien COMETEN /

foelcBer des 3 Snd lauffenden Jabrs 1680 | den 1617182026 Db Nbende umb 5. 6iff
6. LD in diefer bes Henl, ReichHs Gm’tn nﬁ&@%‘bﬁﬁ@ gefefen tmdbeobachtet

SRR smstesssnne

AD | ﬁ.é:no |;s;:énl:l%§unn_gn.:6f;. ;r[tbun;‘lg
- Der Comet und beffent cigener Sanffin 5, met im redyten Fuf des Orions, uni

%age_u frjgmm un . bif 6.11fe °|§_ auf dag Mitrerndditige Mkrma
erviret.

2. 1661, imFebruario gicug einer von bem Delphin
B. Dev Ganymedes oder Antinous. st ucd Dis X0pY ek ab Emty B0l
C. Der Avler und deffen tidjter Stern, ¥

. 1664, Ditfer batte einen rounberfichen Panf vom
c B"E,“Jém“' vom Sdjveiff bevectte 2 éBdTﬁibﬁnbgzdr'bmsiiuﬁmiddmsm.maﬂkw

. offen Hunb, Sdilange/ Raben 7 und menbete
D. Der Delphin. %rd‘:l-ﬂun\ﬁmm bie Ecliptic herauf nabe ben bee
‘E. Der Pleil. icd Pirg. ju ban £8mens Swiling  Stier unb

FE. Die 2, Stern imFigel des Shivan 8/yivis
feen focldye ver Selyiweiff gangen.

G. Das Ficine Pferd.

H. Der Steinbock,

Fom. bem halben Deccmb. bif quf ben

18- Febr.

4 1665.Eben biefer / oberroie man willl eln anbeeees
gieng in_Apnl burd) ben Pegafton in bie Sroile
Iing unb Stier.

;-( E)g;‘radms. 5. 16723m t?;ringi}ﬂpﬁl?n%&pdrmodm,
- Die Ecliptic ober Sonnen:Linie, en Sopf Deg Stiers yu den Orion,
Der ,qua:f,r wr“ g}';lll-?:qu'i':f‘. 6. 1677. %n bem Mitternddbtigen Fifdim Monath

April und Majo (bavon Epiflola Hevelii ad Ami-
com hanbelr) unb madyte mit bed vorigen Eaufels
nem Eriangel.

(Diegenaue Anmercung biefer eryebfen iffinbes bee

M. Die Braddes Meridiani.
N. Die Gradder Ecliptic, fondeclidh bie bem
Cometen refpondiren.

<

RIS

Oo. GinZheil Pegal, des gefliigelten Plerdes. ’—.% Hevelit Machina Coclefti parc. 2. jufine
P-i‘n‘a!uBTyggs. EMesS Y ) ben-)

SN NS
SPOD9OSeseRnS T h) oo L E99898e.seees
FeLRsee i edteiet | practae= X Tam o) SRR RLE AT er e

a Sefer COMET {ft sfoat vor cinem Dionat frfih Morqens gegen 4lheds  Dicfer it nun mnechalb 28, Fahren det fiecbende * Aber getwif audy dee

emmal von womgen biefiges Oets gefeheny dodh von wemand eigendlich i mirdoiiedigite. IWanudann die Cometin/fo des Winters erfihemen die Kal:

%~“obferviret foorden : Sndemer bey damals eingefallencn Nebel Scnee 5te meedlich vermehren follen: So hat esdiefer beveit gethan.  Sumablener
uniondenfei; folgends benZage unfernAugen entgangen. Bif Er uad) fei- 2t der Sonnen wid dem Hbend-Stern in feuch-und falten3eichen.  Sonfi
nen durch etliche Srad der Fungfrau ; dannder gﬂnw orpion und Schagen R ft nicht sn verneuten / vaf ex feine ob fdyon umtheil unbetanden Cinfiuf und
fdbnell perrichteten Saufrendlicd benAnfang des Decemb, gegenAbend upm hHalb BB hrcdung auf Eeden haben fwerde. i
5 LIhe fichSuv-2WBeft mercen laffen. Doch aber foegen gefcbivindenLinteegangs 2Bas er bedeutet/ foicd / wicman ausdem fhnellen Cauff (woducd) ee i ei:
unbanhaltenbenSdmee: Luffenidyt chee eigenblich betrachtet twecben tbien als ﬁmm DionacNMorgends und ‘e‘tﬁnmscrrd;lenn_n ju fiblicffen pfieqet / gacbald
benif Decemb. uim 5 Lifie. da Er mit ber@ennen Linter gang/ fich su einen rechriZieefolgen,  Lind ddeffee Lingiic genug von Miccgen und Abend fonrmen : Wo
entfeslidhenAnblid heevor gethan/wic folgt:(r.) SeimeHidHcvon ngmmﬁmm%mwt_ﬂufmate Buffe der guinge GBOEZ; o fm:bermtn_rﬁgm vondem A=
toa felbiger Seit ungefehr 6. Gead.  (2) Das Himmlifche Bilo/dacinn Ee fich H0end ift/auch unfece Ubertretung bou uns fein [iffet.  IWee vi Seichen/ foeif
beanddce lind e Fuf Gamymedis obet Ansimor, faft/ivo derComer An. 177. ex:5 t6 Meiftens feme natiicliche Lefachen hat/ (wictvohlen man doch diefe nicht ei=
febienen. TWie cr vann bey nabeeinecley LanfFunt diefem gebalten, Seine Stelleas Jentlich roel) verda:thch birit; mag bedenden/ daf Cafs: Sprivchivort niche
mdee Eclepric ober Sonnen=Linie toar dee 15.Brad desSteimbods, Die Difan=tRalleseit gelte; Now Scorpronet meius, fed Sagiscarios cre.
und Entfecnung von gemeldter Ecliprre 9.Grad Nord: toerts. (3.) Seinfdneller
fondecbahreranff gehet denen 12.3eidyen im Zodiaco oder Thter-Crelf nady /
doch der Seit von Weften gegen Often / undlenciet fich sugfeich Nord-verts /5 %
(@) DerSternanfich 1ft nicht fondeclich grof/ ungefehr dem Gefichee nach/ als .
ein halber Thaler. Dec Schiveiff abec toardicfen Abend iber 70, Gsrad. 0““'% ) Ot und Wefien/ Sud und Nocd deohet Hunger/ Krieg und Todt!
chetauf Erden auf rroo.Mieilen) fo tweit Ee genau gu fehen; Lind gieng demAd. & Keine Rutbe ift yulang : Wegen fbermachter Simbern
lerdurch denKopfroaBEr benSteen gan bedectete; folgends pivifchen bemPfeilysNiuf der Eeven niber ju fich aus feinen Wicheln toinden
und Delphin und die 2. Steenim linden Fllgel des Shivans. it gang uu%ermmcm Strahlein vor Rach exblafter Stern

Den 17,27, Decemb. ead, hor, Erlends biet G aufsue Bu/ il die Steafenicht mehe feem.

Stunde € vordemlidhten Sten indet Bruftdes Adfers 16.Brad. Det dentA Blick't er nicht die Srenhett an, und diequid nenFeicdens: Frichte!
erivichenenAbendbededte Stern im Haubt aber fain tviderhervor/und flunbeg Leg’t fich in dic Wagemit/ halt vem Linvecht das Gefvichee !
gants nahean den Schiveiff. Sintemabl Er auch diefe furise Seitin der23. Brad Wienn bee freche Scorpion tddlich ftiche und fich veraifft /

Gt nunmit entfeben andifed Newe Himmels-Jeichen
j Welches in fo Euriser Seit muf mit fehnellen LaufFourchfiveichen
Saftden halben Sonnen-Ereif! Wiedes Hicbften hacter Both

bes Srembodsunbalio fiber 7. Bead fortgeeudet. Bonder E:I(r'grk toac ex i, Gobiehtber ?imme! emenPreilder das Heek empfindlich tifft.
®radb. D Schiveif tourde von bem Dond vecbundelt / baf Ee nue aufﬁ;.%‘fﬁlmm bie Schafe flud getwobn’t fich den Bdeken suacfelien/
Grad lang sufehen. Den 18.28.Decemb. h. e, ‘K inderdeserfandten Liches fich in Finfteenis veritelen /

Gtunde Evnabe bey ben £quatorober Diteel: Linie/von den lichten Steen Reib’tem Boek die Hovnerabmehran dem/de gleich dem Skein
im bler 10,Grad/und der Schiveifz.Grad von dem exften Steen imKopf. Fm SHHact von Hevsen md fichdfinet’ faft undbectomdlich fein.
28.@ravdes Steinbods, Lon der Ecliprie 18.83rab, SeinCorpus o ettvnssz AlMzufichver Ganymed | Qujt des Adlevs/laf dich famlen

fleincr. Den 19, foar neblich Wetter, : (Rufft die Sung’ und Feder noch mit faft heifcher’n Ach und famlen) -
Denzo.z0. Ejusd. Lintee BOrres-Flhigel Scbuts ! Sieh’ dochhbec div den Pfeil
Tar Ee von bem gedbacstenlichten Steen bes Adlers 9. rad/im 2.eab/bes Lhnddes Delphing bife Thck! Fitdie Wunde doch Eaum heil
Qaffermanng ; 22, Grab von der Ecliprica, fiberdben £quatoren. Lind der Sehtoan fchonFlitgel:(0B. ~¥af dich difen Steeich getvinmen

d.26 Dec.s5.Jan.1681.h,e. IBar bie Hdhe vom Horiz. 33, Br. flunde sivifchen,hy Stell dich difec Welt niche leich/tveif vou auffen, febtvaces von inien !
ben Equul. unb Stetuin Maut mfﬂ“.ﬁm“’ ctivns hdher. Long. 25.&rad. bes SOt dee fiche’e Schylaff/twenndic Guaddes Morgens et /
Saffmains Lac 27 ber@diedf gieng ifiben Catiopejam b Andro-g inbdengangen Eroen et Brtes 3omuocs Abends ede T
med. bif hmauf auf Ferleum.

Regenfpurg / Gedeuckt bey Auguftus Hancien, 1680,
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38  Geistlicher Betrachtungs-Lust, Oder Geistliche AuBlegung, Del3
Comet-Prophetens, und Himmlischen Ambassadeurs: Welchen der grosse
Himmels-Konig, und Herr aller Herren, als der Welt Bul3- und Warnungs-
Prediger, Den 12. Tag del Monats Decembris Anno 1680. Feuer-straalend,
BuBfertig zu betrachten und hochzuachten; hat an seine Himmels-Konigliche
Residentz gesetzet, Beschrieben und erklaret Durch M. Z. G. [Spiritual Air
of Contemplation, or Spiritual Interpretation of the Comet, Prophet and
Heavenly Ambassador, whom the great King of Heaven and Lord of all Lords
sent forth, blazing with fire, on the 12th day of December in the year 1680,
as a preacher of penitence and warning to the world]. /[Germany] Gedruckt
im Jahr 1681. 4to (196 x 160 mm), 15 pp. Modern paper wrapper. Somewhat
toned throughout.

CHF 1200

Provenance :P. Véron (Bookplate).

References : USTC 2707897 (6 copies); Briining 1401.



39 BROADSHEET. Kurz-versaite, Denk-wiirdige Cometen-Tafel.
Niirnberg, Georg Scheurer, 1680. Broadsheet, folio (ca 400 x 345 mm),
illustrated with a copper engraving (150 x 175 mm). Minor folding traces,

small ink stain.
CHF 4000

A large and striking ephemeral broadside presenting a kind of catalogue of
comets and the disastrous events traditionally associated with them below the
illustration, 12 engraved verses. At the foot of the plate: “In Niirnberg, Zu
finden bey Georg Scheurer, Gedruckt im Jahre Christi 1680”.

References: USTC: 2623792, 1 copy, Wolfenbiittel, Germany Herzog August
Bibliothek. Drugulin 3024, Briining 1328.

40 BROADSHEET. Kurtzer Bericht, von dem jenigen Cometen, so sich
in diesem zu End lauffenden 1680. Jahr allhier zu Straburg hat sehen lassen .
Strasbourg, Fridrich Wilhelm Schmuck, 1680. Broadside, folio (ca. 375 x 290
mm). One copper-engraved illustration; trace of folding.

CHF 3500

A brief account of the Comet observed in Strasbourg in 1680.

References : USTC 2618715, recording 2 copies; the Dresden copy appears
with a different engraving. Not in Briining.
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41 HONOLD the Elder, Jakob (1633-1691). Monitor hominum novissimus.
Das ist: Kurtzer Bericht Von dem Ungewohnlich grossen Cometen: Welcher in
verwichner Winters-Zeit erschienen, wie er seinen Stand und Lauff nach dem
Zodiaco und Aequatore gehabt: Und dann Was seiner Bedeutung halben von uns
Christlich und erbaulich zu merken seye... [A brief report on the unusually large
Comet that appeared last winter, its position and course along the Zodiac and
Equator, and what we Christians should note about its significance in terms of
edification]. Ulm, Christian Balthasar Kiihn, 1681. 4to (208 x 165 mm), 29, [3]
pp., one engraved folding plate. Modern paper cover. Lack of paper in a lower

margin; somewhat dampstained.

CHF 3000
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One of two editions published the same year (another by Georg Wilhelm
Kiihnen). It is illustrated with a large engraved plate: “Cometae Vespertini
Situs”, depicting various constellations in figurative representation,
Andromeda and Pegasus. including an 8-line poem in Latin and German. The
appendix contains a poem by Johann Matthias Schneuber, poet and professor
of poetry in Strasbourg.

References : USTC 2539633; Briining 1417; Hohenemser 320.
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42 BROADSHEET. [MEGERLIN, Peter (1683-1686)]. Eygendlicher
Abrif3, des Anno 1680. entstandenen Cometen. Basel, Johann Rudolph Genath,
[1680]. Broadside, folio (ca 380 x 330 mm), text on 2 columns, large central

copper-engraved illustration.
CHF 4000

Born in Kempten (Allgdu) Peter Megerlin studied law and mathematics at the
University of Tiibingen From 1640 to 1645. He then pursued practical legal
training in Speyer (1645-47) and Heilbronn (1647-49). In 1650 he continued
his studies in Basel, where he received the degree of Doctor of Law in 1651.
Because of his inclination toward the Reformed faith, he was expelled from
Kempten in the same year and settled in Basel. In 1654 he married Judith
Falkner, daughter of Sebastian Falkner, a Basel councillor.

In 1674 he was appointed professor of mathematics at the University of Basel.
The rector and the governing board forbade him to teach the Copernican
doctrine or to print his work Systema mundi Copernicanum argumentis invictis
demonstratum et conciliatum theologiae; nevertheless, it was eventually
published in Amsterdam in 1682. He commented on the comets of 1661,
1664, and 1680, still interpreting them largely in astrological terms.

References : USTC: 6146107, Briining 1319.

43  Sammelband containing 7 rare works on the Comet of 1681 (except
one devoted to the Comet of 1664). 4to (181 x 150 mm). 18th c. vellum,
spine lettered in gilt, inked inventory label, edges red; preserved in a 20th c.
red cloth chemise and matching red half-shagreen slipcase, spine with raised
bands, title gilt. Somewhat browned in places.

SOLD

First edition of each publications. The work by Friedrich Madeweiss (1648-
1705) contains a beautiful folding plate depicting the passage of the comet
visible from December 1680 to January 1681, known as the “Kirch Comet,”
after the astronomer who observed it on 14 November 1680 with a telescope.
It was one of the brightest comets of the seventeenth century.

A Fine copy of this exceptional collection.
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Provenance: Library of Stolberg-Wernigerode, the private library founded by
Count Wolf Ernst zu Stolberg (1546-1606), with engraved armorial bookplate
of “Christian Ernst Graf zu Stolberg” and inked armorial stamp; Robert
Honeyman IV (crimson morocco armorial bookplate with motto); P. Véron
(bookplate). Manuscript index in ink on the pastedown and first blank flyleaf.

1 [WEIGEL, Erhard (1625-1699)]. Unterschiedliche Beschreibung-
und Bedeutungen, So wohl der Cometen ins Gemein, Als insonderheit Des
bilanhero nicht sonder grosses Entsetzen erschienenen, und weit und breit



observirten Wunder-Cometen: Mit Flei3 zusammen getragen, und Gedruckt
im Jahr 1681 [Various Descriptions, and the Meanings, of Comets and in
Particular of the Marvelous Comet which has recently appeared]. [Germany],
1681. (1) ft. (title), 46 pp.

E. Wiegel, was professor of mathematics at Jena in 1653. He gained great
popularity as a teacher by introducing modern scientific ideas, including
discussion of the Copernican system, and by combining theory with practical
demonstrations using instruments he built in his own workshop. He also
initiated systematic meteorological observations. Considered an early
precursor of the Enlightenment, he influenced major thinkers such as Samuel
Pufendorf and Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz. Beyond academia, he campaigned
against astrology, promoted educational reform, and created celestial globes.
USTC: 2560265 (2 copies); Briining, 1522.
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o Seovudt b:v@bﬂﬁoﬁ@ﬂ eldg Crben/ 168e.

2 TAUST, Johann Gottfried (1647-1716). Der Von Abend gegen
Morgen lauffende Ungliicks-Prophete Oder Nach gemeiner Art benahmte
Comet oder Schwantz-Stern, welcher abermahls dieses 1680sten Jahres
von 6 November an, bif} auf den 24 huius leuchtend sich hat sehen lassen:
Nebst andern bey dessen Leuchtung vorgegangenen Himmels-Wundern, Mit
fliichtiger Feder beschrieben und entworffen Von Johann Gottfried Tausten,
Pfarrern in Oppein, Kédyserlichen gekr. Poeten [The prophet of misfortune
Running from Evening toward Morning, or the comet which again apear in
this year 1680]. Hall, Hiibner, 1681. [28] pp. includ. title page with a woodcut
vignette.

Johann Gottfried Taust, born in Dieskau near Halle (Saxony), enrolled at
the University of Jena in October 1668. In 1673 he became pastor at Oppin,
near his birthplace, where he remained until his death on 24 November 1716,
reportedly at the age of seventy. In 1678, Taust joined the Deutschgesinnte
Genossenschaft (also known as the Order of the Rose), a literary society



founded in Hamburg by Philipp von Zesen, where he was admitted under the
name “the Mourner.” This work provides a detailed description of the comet
of November 1680. Although Taust refrains from explicit predictions, he
considers comets and new stars as signs of future calamities. USTC: 2683611,
Briining, 1498.

3 TAUST (J. G.). Cometa Redivivus, Das ist, Der aus der Aschen viel
entsetzlicher als zuvor hervor flammende und Aufs neue sich unserm Gesichte
praesentirende UngliicksProphete Oder Der nach gemeiner Art genannte
Comet und Schwantz Stern. Dessen Lauff, Stand, Farbe und vermuthliche
Bedeutung als in einem Anhange entworffen wird [Cometa Redivivus, that
is, the Prophet of Misfortune, flaming forth again from the ashes, far more
terrifying than before...] Hall, Hiibner, Erben, 1681. (20) ff.

85



86

Johann Gottfried Taust’s second treatise on the comet of November 1680.
He reports that the comet has once again become visible after having been
obscured for three weeks by the rays of the sun. He concludes that God
intends to warn mankind and is granting a further reprieve, allowing men to
avert impending misfortune by leading a godly life. USTC: 2643288; Briining
1499.

4 MADEWEISS, Friedrich (Born in 1648). Die Wieder-Erscheinung
Der ungewdhnlich-grossen Stern-Ruthe, verstehe Des Neuen Cometen, im
Monat December, des 1680sten, und folgends im Januario des 1681sten
Jahres: Nebst denen Seltenheiten, oder so genandten Wunderzeichen in der
Lufft, welche sich hie und da sehen lassen [The Reappearance of the unusually
Great Star-Rod, that is to say, the New Comet]. Berlin, Voelcker, 1681. [16] ff.
includ. the title page, engraved folding plate. USTC: 2571937; Briining 1442.




5 MADEWEISS (Friedrich). Nigellae Cadmi Filiae De Sydere
Crinito, A. P. MDCLXXX. Mense Novemb. & seq. observato: Hiebey die
Wieder-Erscheinung desselben Cometen im Monat December nebst etlichen
wunderbaren Zeichen in der Lufft, ad Amicum Astrophilum ablegatae [...
observed in November and subsequent months, and the reappearance of the
same comet in the month of December, together with several Marvelous signs
in the Sky]. With Continuatio observationum cometae, anno 1681. Berlin,
Rupert Bolckern, 1681. [8] ff.

The astronomer Friedrich Madeweis, born in Pomerania, became Vice-Rector
at the Leukophorium (Grey Cloister) in Berlin, but later left teaching when the
Great Elector appointed him Postmaster in Halle an der Saale in 1681. USTC:
2652989; Briining 1445

6 STRAUCH,D.Aegidius (1632-1682). Von der Weisen aus Morgenlande
Alten, und dem jetzigen Neuen Wundersternen, unterrichtete, aus Gottes Wort,
am also-genanten Heiligen drey KonigTage, des Jahrs 1681 [Instruction, drawn
from God’s Word, concerning the wise men from the East and the present New
Wonder-Star...] Dantzig, Rhete, [1681]. (1) ff. (title), (28) pp.

A. Strauch was a Lutheran theologian, historian, and scholar (chronology,
mathematics, and astronomy). Born in Wittenberg, doctor in theology in 1662,
he accepted a position in Danzig (Gdansk) as pastor of the Trinity Church and
rector of the Athenaeum in 1669. USTC: 2675162; Briining 1495.

7 Observatio Cometae Stetinensis. Das ist: Anmerckung Del}
im Decembri verflossenen und im lanuario jetzigen Jahres zu Alt.Stettin
erschienenen Cometen: Wobey, Was vom Ursprung und Materie der Cometen,
auch deren Bedeutung zu halten, Nach der, dieser Zeit, vornehmsten
Mathematicorum Meinung, und newen Erfindungen, per Tubos Opticos,
kiirtzlich und unvorgreiflich vorgestellet. Alt. Stettin, Rhete, 1665. (15) ft.
including the title page, engraved frontispiece; slightly cut in the outer margin.

A commentary on the comet that appeared over Alt Stettin (Pomerania) in
December 1664 and January 1665, discussing the origin and nature of comets,
as well as their significance, according to the opinions of the most distinguished
mathematicians and observations made with telescopes. USTC: 2624921: 3
copies; Briining, 1199.
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1682
Return of Halley's Comet (1P/1682 Q1)

44  PLACENTZ, Vincentz von (17th c.). Rechtliches Bedencken iiber
die Cometen: Durch Veranlassung eines abermaligen, neuen, merckwiirdigen,
und in diesem August-Monat, uns zu erst zu Gesicht gekommenen und
bemerckten Cometens, eroffnet. [Legal considerations regarding comete].
[Germany], 1682. 4to (208 x 156 mm), 36 pp., 19th c. blue paper wrapper,
somewhat spotted in the margin of pp. 27 to 36.

CHF 1800

Very rare. The author surveys both ancient authorities and more recent
philosophical views, and appears to express particular admiration for the
Cartesians, whom he credits with freeing learning from prejudice and replacing
sterile scholastic disputes with a more rational pursuit of truth.

The comet of 1682 was first mentioned by John Flamsteed, and later by
Edmond Halley himself in his Synopsis of the Astronomy of Comets (1705). In
this work, by comparing the comets of 1531, 1607, and 1682, he demonstrates
that they are in fact the same comet and predicts its return in 1758.

Provenance: Philippe Véron (bookplate).

References : USTC: 2689877 (6 copies); Not in Briining.
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1699

45 Carta y relacion venida de Portugal a un cavallero de Madrid,
dandole cuenta de dos cometas que se han aparecido en los confines de aquel
reyno, y son sus disefios estos que van estampados en la relacion. Zaragoza,
1699. Small 4to (198 x 146 mm), [2] ff., illustrated with 2 woodcuts. Modern
half morocco, grey paper boards, title gilt on morocco label.

CHF 11500

Extremely rare first edition (?) of this illustrated relation of a comet sighted in
Portugal and Spain in the 17th century.

The title page claims it was originally published in Madrid by Antonio Sanz,
however no known copy of that edition exists, and it is most likely a ghost.

The letter, sent from Portugal to a gentleman in Madrid, gives an account of
two comets that appeared on the borders of that kingdom, together with the
illustrations printed in this report. It describes a series of extraordinary celestial
apparitions observed over several nights between late June and early July,
following a violent storm. Witnesses reported fiery circles, brilliant stars, and
serpent-like forms moving across the night sky, interpreted as divine signs or
omens. The “learned men” of the kingdom believed these apparitions foretold
favorable developments for Christendom, though they also caused widespread
fear and prompted public prayers and acts of repentance. The account is typical
of seventeenth-century wonder literature, blending astronomical observation
with religious and prophetic interpretation.

Spanish reports concerning comets are extremely rare. This is the second
known copy, the other being preserved at the BNE.

References: USTC: 5099982; Alexander S. Wilkinson, [berian Books
(Leiden: Brill, 2010), pre-1601, 123396.
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46 LOSCHER, Martin Gotthelf (1680-1735); ZOMIUS (Gottfried);
HAUPTMANN (P.) Dissertatio I [& II]. De Cometis Veterum Pariter ac
Recentiorum Eruditorum Sententias ac Opiniones Exhibens. Wittenberg: P.
Schroeder, 1719. 2 parts, 4to (207 x 164 mm), [6], [8] ff., without covers;

small loss of paper to one corner, browned throughout.
CHF 850

First edition of these dissertations published in Wittenberg, presenting the views
and opinions of both ancient and modern scholars on comets. Martin Gotthelf
Lascher spent much of his career at the University of Wittenberg, where he served
as professor of medicine and physics, and was elected rector in 1720.

References: OCLC 313226328 (WorldCat records 2 copies); not in Briining.
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47  ZANOTTI, Eustachio (1709-1782), MATTEUCCI, Petronio (1717-
1800). Osservationi sopra la cometa dell’anno MDCCXXXXII fatte nella
specula dell’ Istituto delle Scienze di Bologna Ne’ mesi di Marzo, e Aprile.
Bologna, Volpe, [1742]. 4to (243 x 180 mm), 24 pp. one folding engraved
plate. 18th c. marbled paper cover, somewhat spotted in places.

CHF 2500

First edition issued by the Institute of Sciences of Bologna on the Comet
observed in 1742, featuring a large copper-engraved plate by Giovanni Fabbri
(175 x 460 mm) depicting the comet’s apparent and fantastical path across the
constellations.

Eustachio Zanotti began his astronomical career at the age of twenty at the
Observatory of Bologna, of which he became director in 1739. He devoted
himself to the study of comets (discovering, among others, the Comet C/1739
K1) as well as to solar and lunar eclipses and the aurora borealis. Zanotti also
compiled a star catalogue containing the coordinates of 413 stars, published
in 1750; this catalogue was the first to be established according to modern
methods. Pietro Matteucci was appointed assistant professor of astronomy at
the Institute of Sciences in Bologna on May 7, 1740, he was co-author of
much of Zanotti’s astronomical works, with whom he actively collaborated.

References: Bruning, 1659; Riccardi I, 652, 7.

48  EULER,Johann Albrecht (1734-1800). Meditationes de perturbatione
motus cometarum ab attractione Planetarum orta. Dissertatio ab Academia
Scientarum Petropolitana praemio affecta d. XXIII. Septembris 1762.
Petropoli, Typis Academiae Scientiarum, 1762. 4to (255 x 180 mm), 46 pp.
includ. the title page, a folding plate. Contemporary marbled paper cover,
somewhat worn, small repair in the blank of the plate.

SOLD

First edition, rare publication issued by the Imperial Academy of Sciences of
Saint Petersburg.

Johann Albrecht Euler was a Swiss-Russian astronomer and mathematician,
the eldest son of the celebrated Leonhard Euler, who had emigrated to Saint
Petersburg in 1727. Educated within the scientific milieu of the Imperial
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Academy, Johann Albrecht pursued a distinguished career there, serving as
professor of physics and later as secretary of conferences, in which capacity
he supervised much of the Academy’s scientific correspondence.

The work is devoted to the mathematical study of the perturbations affecting
the motion of comets. Euler analyzes the irregularities in cometary orbits
produced by gravitational interactions with the planets. The treatise reflects
the eighteenth-century effort to place the study of comets on a rigorous
mathematical foundation and forms part of the broader astronomical research
carried out at the Imperial Academy of Sciences in Saint Petersburg.

Provenance: Bureau des longitudes (stamp on the title page). Founded in
1795, the Bureau des Longitudes assembled an important library devoted to
astronomy, mathematics, navigation, and geodesy, used by leading scientists
associated with the institution. Over time the collection was gradually dispersed,
with significantportions transferred to institutions such as the Observatoire de
Paris, the Bibliothéque de I’Institut de France, and the Bibliothéque nationale
de France. A further episode of dispersal occurred after the closure of the
Parc Montsouris observatory in 1983, when materials stored there were partly
neglected, some were discarded.

References: OCLC: 36743783, WorldCat, 2 copies; Brunet II, 155; Briining
1777.

49  SCHAFER, Dr. Wilhelm. Chonologische sammlung der von den
frithesten zeiten bis auf unsere tage in Sachsen und den benachbarten ldndern
gemachten Beobachtungen iiber das Erscheiden von Kometen... Dresden und
Leipzig, Arnoldischen Buchhandlung, 1835. 12mo (177 x 106 mm), 132 pp,
large folding lithographic frontispiece (250 x 400 mm), contemporary pink
paper cover, as issued, modern slipcase.

SOLD

First edition of this extremely rare publication describing the appearances
of comets in Germany (Saxony and neighbouring regions) from the earliest
times up to the beginning of the nineteenth century. It is illustrated with a
magnificent black-ground lithographic frontispiece depicting ten comets.

Provenance: P. Véron (Bookplate).
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