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1531
The comet of 1531 was the first in a notable series of astronomical events 
visible to the naked eye, preceding those of 1532, 1533, and 1536. This first 
comet (seen again in 1607, 1682, and 1758) was later named Halley’s Comet, 
in honor of the English astronomer who correctly predicted its return in the 
mid-eighteenth century (1705).

1 SCHÖNER, Johannes (1477-1547). Coniectur odder ab nemliche 
auslegung uber den cometen so im Augstmonat des M. CCCCC.XXXI. jars 
erschinen ist zu ehren einem erbern Rath und gemeyner burgerschafft der stat 
Nurmberg ausgangen [Conjecture or interpretation of the comet that appeared 
in the month of August in the year 1531]. Leipzig, Michael Blum, 1531. 4to 
(195 x 146 mm), [6] ff.,woodcut on the title page, later half binding reusing an 
old vellum, some worming in the margin of 3 ff., last leaf somewhat browned 
in the margin. 

SOLD

Leipzig edition published in the same year as the first edition by Peypus in 
Nuremberg; two additional editions were also issued in 1531 at Magdeburg 
and Zwickau. It is illustrated with a magnificent woodcut on the title page 
shows a comet approaching the Earth. An observer, presumably the astronomer 
himself, stands upon a terrestrial globe, pointing with a single finger to the 
comet’s position, as though he could almost touch it.

Johannes Schöner, a former clergyman and canon in Bamberg, was one of 
the most important German mathematicians, astronomers, geographers, and 
cosmographers of the early 16th century. In 1526 he became professor of 
mathematics at the Gymnasium Aegidianum in Nuremberg. He published 
numerous works and played a major scientific role as editor of texts by Arab 
astronomers and by Regiomontanus. Schöner also produced terrestrial and 
celestial globes, carving the woodcut gores himself and printing them in his 
own workshops as early as 1515 and again in 1533. Throughout his career, in 
Bamberg, Kirchehrenbach, and Nuremberg, he maintained his own printing 
presses, where he printed both his smaller writings and his most significant 
globes.

Provenance: Robert Honeyman; P. Véron, their bookplates.

References: USTC: 624772 1 copy. Brüning, Bibliographie der Kometen-
literatur, 109; Zinner, Astronomischen literatur, 1464; Pilz, 600 Jahre Astronomie 
in Nürnberg, p. 177.
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2 WAILER, Benedikt (16th C.). Von dem effect und würckung des 
newen erschinen cometen in M.D. LXIX. jar den achten Novembris. Auch 
vonn der bedeutung bayder Finsternuß des mons so in disem M.D.LXX. jar 
geschehen mit allen fleiß beschriben worden... Den edlen Herrn Burgermayster 
und Rathe des hayligen Roemischen Reichs statt Augspurg. [The effect and 
impact of the new comet that appeared in MDLXIX, on the eighth day of 
November]. Augsburg, Hans Zymmerman, [1570]. 4to (190 x 147mm), [8] ff., 
the last bl., woodcut to the title. Modern speckled boards.

SOLD

First edition, very rare. 

This pamphlet appears to be the only separately published contemporary 
account of the comet that was visible in both Europe and China as it passed 
through the constellations of Sagittarius and Capricorn. It was observed, 
among others, by William Gilbert at Cambridge between 2 and 12 November 
1569, and by the mathematician Benedict Wailer at Passau in Bavaria from 8 
to 11 November. Wailer records his observations and testimony in the present 
work.

Illustrated with an attractive woodcut vignette on the title page depicting the 
passage of this comet.

Provenance: P. Véron (bookplate).

References:  USTC 703196: 1 copy. Brüning 256; Zinner, 2537

1570
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1577
The Great Comet of 1577 (C/1577 V1) was visible from November 1577 

to February 1578.

3 FIORNOVELLI Giovanni Maria. (16th C). Discours sur la comete 
aparue en l’an mille cinq septante sept, és terres de Ferrare avec l’observation 
des effets de plusieurs autres comettes aparues en divers temps antiques et 
modernes recueillis par M. Jean Maria Fiornovelli. Lyon, Patrasson, 1578.
12mo (154 x 98 mm), [8] ff., Woodcut vignette on the title, later suede calf. 
Corner somewhat rubbed, slightly dampstained.

CHF 5000

First French edition. The original Italian edition had appeared in Ferrara in 
1577. The final section contains the prognostications, notably concerning the 
relationship between cometary appearances and epidemics.

In the discorsi, as in other learned writings and commentaries, the shape of the 
comet, the colour of its body, the direction of its tail, and other characteristics 
could all contribute to the definition of a cometary type. Various systems 
of cometary classification were in use during the sixteenth century, largely 
derived from Greek and Arabic astrological traditions. Giovanni Maria 
Fiornovelli classifies the comet as a “Pertica”, described as having a large ray 
(“un gros rayon”) and a star-like head, associating it with the Africo or Garbin 
wind. It was situated in the sign of Capricorn, in conjunction with Saturn.

Provenance:  P. Véron (bookplate).

References: USTC: 6270 (3 copies.) Baudrier, II, 196. Brüning 342 (for 
the italian printing); Hellman, “The Comet of 1577: its place in the history 
of astronomy”. With an appendix: A bibliography of tracts and treatises on 
the comet of 1577. New York, AMS Press, 1971. In: Studies in the Social 
Sciences, 510, n°41.
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4 PRAETORIUS (Johannes) [i.e. RICHTER (Johann)] (1537-1616).
De Cometis qui antea visi sunt, et de eo qui novissime mense novembri 
apparuit narratio. Nuremberg, Catharina Gerlach & Montanus, 1578. 4to 
(204 x 160 mm), [12] ff., last bl., woodcut ornament on the title page and 
at the end. Modern board reusing a 18th marbled paper, title gilt on a green 
morocco label on the cover; small worming on the corners of pages, not 
touching the text. 

SOLD

Sole edition, of this important work, written after the passage of the comet 
discovered in November 1577, this comet was the first whose distance was 
successfully estimated.

Johannes Praetorius, also known as Johann Richter, was a German 
mathematician and astronomer, he first worked in Nuremberg in 1562, 
manufacturing scientific instruments.

“The treatise of Johannes Praetorius (1537-1616), De cometis..., published 
at Nuremberg in 1578, has recently attracted attention from historians of 
astronomy as the means by which Tycho Brahe became acquainted, albeit 
inadequately, with the optical arguments of Pena against the existence of the 
celestial spheres. But Praetorius’s work also included a catalogue of comets 
and associated events, described as histories, which took as its starting point 
the opinions of philosophers and ancients about the phenomena, and which 
mentioned as one source of inspiration the cometary writing of Praetorius’s 
teacher, Joachim Camerarius.” (Adam Mosley, “Past Portents Predict : 
Cometary Historia And Catalogues in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries”, 
Celestial Novelties On The Eve Of The Scientific Revolution (1540-1630), 
2013, p. 12). 

Provenance: P. Véron (bookplate).

References: USTC: 629273; Brüning 466; Zinner 2845; Pilz 253; Hellman,
81.
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1618
The comet C/1618 W1, visible to the naked eye from 1618 to 1619 because of 
its extraordinary brilliance, was the first to be observed through a telescope. 
Johannes Kepler observed the comet at Linz on the morning of 29 November 
and was able to determine its orbit from observations made between that date 
and 7 January. Nevertheless, contemporaries generally interpreted it as a 
divine warning and a harbinger of great calamities, from the 1630s onward, it 
was frequently associated with the outbreak of the Thirty Years’ War.

5 WENDLER, Franz. Methodus cometae practica. Dieser Comet oder 
Wunderstern ist am und in firmamento erschienen. [This Comet or wondrous 
star has appeared upon and in the Firmament.] Görlitz, Johann Rhambaw, 
(1619). 4to (190 × 155 mm), [22] ff., large woodcut title vignette. Modern 
paper wrapper; worn, spotted or browned throughout; marginal worming with 
minimal loss of text; leaves Eii and Eiii loose.

CHF 1500

Rare pamphlet by the Görlitz physician Franz Wendler, dedicated to Baron 
Johann von Schöneich-Carolath. It is illustrated with a large astronomical 
woodcut on the title page. The opening chapters contain little-known additions 
to the interpretation of the so-called Nuremberg figures of Paracelsus. 
According to Paracelsus, who had himself commented on the Comet of 1532, 
magical figures and comets were intimately linked within a mystical vision 
of the cosmos, in which the heavens acted as a mirror of earthly events. 
He regarded comets not as mere astronomical phenomena, but as divine 
messengers of God’s wrath, heralding upheaval and catastrophe.

Provenance:  Library bibliographic label on rear pastedown.

References:  USTC: 2070026. Brüning, 909; Zinner 4798. 
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1652
The comet C/1652 Y1 is a non-periodic comet, independently discovered by 
several astronomers on 18 December 1652, and visible until early January 
1653. Among its observers were Cassini in Bologna, Boulliau in Paris, 
Gassendi in Digne, and Hevelius in Danzig, who noted that the comet shone 
as brightly as the Moon.

6 CAESAR, Johann (1612?-1694), Des Cometen, So im Decembr: 1652 
erschienen, lauf, höhe von der erden, grösse und muthmaßliche bedeutung, 
beschrieben von Johanne Caesare zu Halle in Sachsen. [Comets appearing in 
December 1652, at Earth’s altitude, size and presumed significance]. Halle, 
Christof Salfeld, 1653. 4to (195 x 155 mm), (17) ff., woodcut to the title, 
modern paper wrapper, browned throughout, dampstain on the two fist leaves.

CHF 1800

First edition, illustrated with a woodcut depicting astronomical instruments.
Johann Caesar served as librarian at the Marienbibliothek in Halle from 
1641 to 1687. Proficient in mathematics and astronomy, he began publishing 
vernacular calendars in 1647 under the pseudonym Johann Keyser, aiming to 
counter superstition and provide rational explanations for natural phenomena. 
His 1653 publication on this comet was part of the same effort.

Provenance:  P. Véron (bookplate).

References:  USTC 2614789, 2 copies. Brüning 1006; Klaus-Dieter Herbst: 
Biobibliographisches Handbuch der Kalendermacher von 1550 bis 1750, on 
line.
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7 TREW, Abdias (1597-1669). Observationes des jüngst erschienenen 
Cometen sambt Muthmassung von dessen Würckung und Bedeutung [On the 
recently appeared Comet, accompanied by hypotheses about its effect and 
significance]. Nuremberg, M. Endter, 1653. 4to (195 x 153 mm), [2] ff., 11-
[1] pp., one folding engraved plate. Modern paper wrapper, somewhat toned
throughout.

CHF 2500

First edition, illustrated with a large engraved copperplate containing two 
figures: one showing the appearance of the comet and its trajectory across the 
sky as seen from Earth, the other depicting the Comet’s path relative to the 
Earth according to Ptolemy’s geocentric system.

Abdias Trew was a German astronomer, astrologer, and mathematician. From 
1636, he held the chair of mathematics at the University of Altdorf, near 
Nuremberg, and in 1650 succeeded to the chair of physics, where he established 
the city’s first astronomical observatory. An orthodox Lutheran, Trew rejected 
Nicolaus Copernicus’s heliocentric model as contrary to Scripture, advocating 
instead the system of Tycho Brahe (1546-1601). In doing so, he contributed 
to the gradual abandonment of the traditional Ptolemaic worldview while 
resisting full acceptance of Copernican astronomy.

Provenance: : P. Véron.

References:  USTC: 2699346; Brüning 1030; Pilz 280.
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The Comet observed by the Polish astronomer Johannes Hevelius in 1661 
has been identified as an earlier apparition of the periodic comet 153P/Ikeya-
Zhang. It is a long-period comet with an orbital period of approximately 366 
years, and its appearance in 1661 was one of the recorded returns preceding 
its rediscovery in 2002.

8 BROADSHEET. Kurtze Auffmerckung über den Comet-Stern, welcher 
sich deß Morgens in diesen Landen gegen Südt-Osten sehen lassen, im Jahr 
1661. [Brief observation on the Comet-Star which was seen in these Lands 
in the South-East]. [Germany, 1661]. Broadsheet, folio (ca 440 x 285 mm), a 
copper-engraved illustration, text arranged in three columns; minor repairs at 
the top, somewhat cut in the margins.
  CHF 3000

The illustration (120 x 140 mm) shows men and women gathered along a 
city wall beneath the night sky, observing the comet, one of them through 
a telescope. Beginning of the text: “Die Planeten haben von vielen Zeiten 
gezeiget und sehen lassen/ daß/ wann dieselben erschienen/ Wunder-seltzame 
sachen geschehen ...”

References: USTC: 2656623, 2 copies in Germany. Drugulin, Historischer 
Bilderatlas: Verzeichniss einer Sammlung von Einzelblättern zur Cultur...,
2537. Brüning 1052 records a Strasbourg edition of 1661 with a slightly 
different title.

1661
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9 Warhafftige Beobachtung deß jüngsterschienenen Cometen so 
von unterschiedlichen Orten und Zeiten glaubwürdig einkommen [True 
observation of the recently appeared Comet, reported credibly from different 
locations and at different times]. [Germany, c. 1661]. 4to (146 x 149 mm), [2] 
ff., headpiece engraved on wood. Modern tawny half leather. 

CHF 2500

Very rare pamphlet describing the observation of the comet in Olomouc 
(Czech Republic) from 8 to 9 February 1661. 

Provenance:  P. Véron (bookplate).

References:  USTC 2597891 (4 copies).
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10 SOLAR ECLIPSE. BROADSHEET. Warhaffter und glaubwürdiger 
Bericht, eines erschrecklichen Wunderzeichen, so sich den 28. Januari dieses 
1664 [A true and credible account of a terrifying miraculous sign which 
appeared in the sun on 28 January of this year 1664]. Jahrs, früe um 8. Uhr, 
an der Sonnen erzeiget, und in dem Fürstenthum Crain bey Ober-Laybach 
zum H. Creutz, von sechs PP. Capucin. ist gesehen worden: welche sich auch 
erbieten, solches sub Iuramento, auf Begehren auszusagen [Datum Ober-
Laybach, in dem Fürstenthum Crain beym H. Creutz, den 29. Jan. 1664]. 
Nürnberg, Paul Fürst, 1664. Broadsheet, folio (ca 360 x 295 mm), text on two 
columns, typographic frame, a large copper-engraved illustration (156 x 280 
mm).

SOLD

Remarkable illustrated broadside featuring a beautiful engraved illustration 
depicting the Capuchin friars of the Principality of Carinthia observing the 
partial solar eclipse of January 1664.

References: USTC: 2612958 one copy: Wolfenbüttel, Herzog-August-
Bibliothek, IP8. Harms, W. Flugblätter, I,197. 
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1664 & 1665

The Comets C/1664 W1 and C/1665 F1

In November 1664, an exceptionally bright comet appeared over Europe. When 
it faded in March 1665, a second comet emerged, brighter still. Together, these 
comets sparked one of the earliest international scientific debates: for the first 
time, astronomers established genuine cross-border networks and exchanged 
observational data in an effort to determine their trajectories. The phenomenon 
generated a remarkable number of publications. The debate also extended well 
beyond the astronomical community, engaging theologians, astrologers, and 
other learned observers. Their interpretations varied considerably from one 
country to another, as reflected in the pamphlets gathered here, ranging from 
empirical observations and mathematical analyses to religious reflections and 
prophetic prognostications.

11 AUTHAEUS, Philipp Ludwig (1621-1684). Judicium historicum 
de cometis ex observationibus Philippi Ludovici authaei. Francofurti ad 
Moenum, Paul Hummius, 1665. 4to (194 x 152 mm), [1] ff., 38 pp., woodcut 
ornaments. Modern paper boards.

CHF 1800

Rare first edition of this historical catalogue of known comets. The introduction, 
in German, discusses the types of comets and their significance. The author, a 
German lawyer from Frankfurt, then compiles an index of all comet passages 
known up to 1664.

Provenance: P. Véron (bookplate).

References:  USTC 2620637 1 copy. Houzeau & Lancaster no. 575; Brüning 
1109.
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12 BEUTEL, Tobias (c. 1627-1690). Admirabilia In Aere Et Aethere Oder 
kurtze Beschreibung Der Wunderbahren Wercke Gottes So sich zu begeben 
pflegen In der Lufft, und am gestirneten Himmel: Durch Veranlassung des 
im Decembri Anno 1664. erschienenen, und observirten Cometen Wovon 
hierinnen absonderlich gehandelt wird, Auffgesetzt von Tobias Beuteln. 
[Wonders in the Ether. God’s Marvellous Works in the Sky]. Leipzig, Johann 
Friederich Schneider, 1665. 4to (202 x 145 mm) [3] ff., 18 pp., title in red 
and black.  Modern paper wrapper, the first 5 pp. gnawed at the bottom right 
corner, no lack of text. Outer margin of the leaves browned, fragile.

CHF 900

with: De admirabilibus in aethere. Von Denen wunderbahren Wercken Gottes 
am Himmel [Of the marvellous works of God in the heavens], Leipzig, Johann 
Friederich Schneider, 1665. 31 pp. 

Tobias Beutel was a mathematician and astronomer from Dresden. In 1658, 
he was appointed chamberlain of the Kunstkammer of the Electors of Saxony.

Provenance:  P. Véron (bookplate).

References:   USTC 2676321 (6 copies). Brüning 1116.

13 BEUTEL, Tobias (c. 1627-1690). Dreyfache Zugabe Der Admirabilium 
In Aere et Aethere Oder Wunderbaren Wercke Gottes, In der Lufft und am 
Gestirnten Himmel: So auff vorher erschienenen großen Cometen, sich noch 
ferner begeben, An Dreyen Sonnen und Regenbogen. An erschrecklichen 
Feuer-Zeichen. Und an einen Neuen Cometen. Welche anderweit vor- in- und 
nach denen Heiligen Oster-Feyertagen dieses 1665. Jahres observiret worden, 
Von Tobias Beuteln [Threefold Reminder of the Wonders in the Air and the 
Ether, or the Wonders of God in the Skies and the Starry Heavens]. Leipzig, 
Johann Friederich Schneider, [1665]. 4to (202 x 140), [20] ff., engraved 
frontispiece, some woodcuts ornaments. Modern blue paper wrapper, 
somewhat browned in places.

CHF 1800

Forms the continuation of Admirabilia in Aere et Aethere. One of two editions, 
both printed by Spörel for Schneider.
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It is illustrated with a fine copper-engraved frontispiece depicting the passage 
of the comet. It contains 3 parts: First part: “On three suns and a rainbow 
recently seen in and around Dresden”; Second part: “On terrifying fiery signs 
in the sky observed in Dresden and Leipzig in the year 1665”; Third part: “On 
the newly appeared Jovian Comet, observed with mathematical instruments 
by Tobias Beutel in Dresden in March and April 1665.”

Provenance: : P. Véron (bookplate).

References:  USTC 2569676 (5 copies); Brüning 1116. 3; not in La Lande and 
Houzeau-Lancaster. 

14 BEUTEL, Tobias (c. 1627-1690). Nun folget Eine außführliche 
Beschreibung des erschienenen Cometen: Wie solcher nicht nur im Decembri 
Anno 1664. Sondern auch im Ianuario 1665. observiret worden. [A detailed 
description of the comet that appeared, as observed not only in December 
1664, but also in January 1665] Leipzig, Johann Friederich Schneider, 1665. 
4to (201 x 150 mm) [4] ff., 47 pp, vignette to the title page. Modern paper 
wrapper; title and last page somewhat browned; outer margin of the leaves 
spotted.

SOLD

First edition, illustrated with a large engraved vignette on the title page 
depicting the passage of the Comet.

Provenance: P. Véron (bookplate).

References: USTC 2594095 (7 copies); Brüning 1117.
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15 Celeste Anatomia delle Comete, col pronostico sopra la Cometa 
apparsa nell’ Autunno dell’ Anno 1664. Dell’ Accademico Innominato. 
Milano, Antonio Malatesta [1665]. 16mo (121 x 66 mm), 59 pp. including 
title, woodcut vignette on the title page. 18th century paper boards. Small 
marginal paper loss to p. 21, affecting two letters.

SOLD

First edition of this very rare anonymous publication, attributed by Cesare Cantù 
to a certain Carlo Moraschi, an attribution not retained by the Italian national 
union catalogue. The work examines comets from various perspectives: their 
colours, morphology, movement, the opinions of the ancients, as well as their 
effects and the prognostications of astrologers, which are discussed in the final 
chapter.

Provenance: P. Véron (bookplate).

References: ICCU: 009079, 2 copies. Cantu, C, Commento storico ai Pro-
messi Sposi o la Lombardia nel secolo XVII, 1874, p. 60.

16 La Cometa decomata, Cioè spogliata delle virtù più minute d’operare, 
ò significare, sopra de’ paesi, e persone singolari, discorso filosofico. [Milan, 
circa 1665]. Small 12mo (142 x 80 mm), (6) ff., 82 pp., [1] bl. leaf. 18th c. 
paper boards.

SOLD

First edition, dedicated to Luis de Guzmán Ponce de León (1605-1668), Count 
of Villaverde, the Spanish soldier and diplomat who served as governor of the 
Duchy of Milan from 1662 until his death. Cesare Cantù attributed the work to 
a certain Corrado Confalonieri, about whom nothing further is known.

The comet of 1664 exercised the presses of European printers to a remarkable 
degree. Astrologers believed it threatened the world with the most dreadful 
disasters and shared their visions with the public, while others vigorously 
opposed the fantasies and predictions of Astrology and Cometomancy. In 
the preface, the author sharply criticizes astrologers and their exploitation of 
public fear surrounding comets, accusing them of profiting from superstition 
by presenting fanciful and alarming predictions as scientific truth.

Provenance: P. Véron .
References: ICCU: 050614 (after 1650; 4 copies). Cantu, Lombardia nel 
secolo XVII, p. 60 (1664).
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17 [CROIXMARE, Nicolas sieur de Lasson (1629-1680).] Le Courier 
de traverse ou le Tri comete observé a Oxfort en Angleterre depuis le 22 
Novembre jusqu’au 28 Janvier mil six cens soixante-cinq. Traduit de l’Anglois 
de M. Vortfischer. Paris, Boüillerot, 1665. 4to (227 x 165 mm), 8 pp. includ. 
the title page. Modern marbled paper boards, spine with a brown title label 
(with lack), somewhat spotted in places.

CHF 2500

First edition. Le Courrier de traverse ou le tri-comète was written by Nicolas 
de Croixmare de Lasson, an aristocrat from Rouen residing near Caen, member 
of the local “Académie des sciences”, and interested in both the fine arts and the 
sciences. It was, however, published under the name M. Vortfischer, presented 
as the translator of this work from English into French. Given the Anglomania 
that influenced certain authors (such as his fellow Norman Pierre-Daniel Huet) 
this pseudonym was likely de Croixmare’s way of satirizing English virtuosi 
and their French imitators.

At first glance, Le Courrier de traverse appears as a playful fantasy, mocking 
geometric language, for example: when the “prostasphereses” (a play on 
prosthaphaeresis, a method for multiplying ) and “apocastastes” ((referring 
to an astronomical cycle) of the tri-comet are said to be identified using a 
“spherical-spherical.” The Journal des Sçavans remarked that the work 
was intended “to laugh at false savants and at those who delight in celestial 
observations and the vain curiosities of astrology” (30 March 1665, pp. 88-
89). 

At the same time, however, the text claims to rediscover an ancient truth, 
already known to Seneca, Ptolemy, the Babylonians, and the Chaldeans, 
according to which comets are primordial stars composed of the original 
light. Considering that de Croixmare was involved in alchemical studies, he 
may well have taken this ancient theory seriously. So, while Le Courrier de 
traverse clearly adopts a parodic tone, this does not imply that de Croixmare 
disbelieved in everything he wrote. 

Provenance: P. Véron (bookplate).

References: OCLC: 794708640, WorldCat record one copy in Leiden. 3 
copies in France, Barbier I, 798. Roux. “The Two Comets of 1664-1665: A 
Dispersive Prism for French Natural Philosophy Principles.” In Anstey, Peter 
R. The Idea of Principles in Early Modern Thought, Routledge, 2017, pp.98-
146.
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18 Discorso sopra la Cometa contro il sentimento de i Fisici, & degl’
Astrologi. Milano, Ambrogio R[Am]ellati [1665]. 16mo (97 x 81 mm), 34 
pp., including the title, [1] blank leaf. 18th c. paper boards; somewhat foxed 
in places; small lack at the foot of the first 3 leaves, partially affecting the 
printer’s name.

SOLD

First edition of this exceedingly rare anonymous publication, dedicated to 
Count Fabricio Gattinara. The dedication, dated 19 February 1665, is signed 
by a certain Carlo Antonio Ferrari (?). The author criticizes astrologers for 
exploiting the appearance of the Comet to spread fearful predictions of disasters 
and misfortune, arguing that people are naturally more inclined to proclaim 
evil than good. He adopts a more restrained and “quasi-scientific” position, 
stating that the Comet should not necessarily be regarded as a supernatural 
omen but rather as a natural celestial or meteoric phenomenon.

We have been unable to trace any recorded copies of this pamphlet.  

Provenance: P. Véron (bookplate).
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19 Eigendliche Anmerckungen, des im Monat Novembr. verwichenen 
1664sten Jahres erschienenen, und noch biss dato am Himmel lauffenden 
grossen Wunder-Sterns...[Personal remarks on the Great and Marvelous Star 
that appeared in November 1664 and still shines in the Sky today]. Görlitz, 
in Joh. Cundisii Buchladen zu finden, 1665. 4to (193 x 150 mm), [12] ff., 
woodcut vignette to the title page depicting a comet. Modern paper boards. 

SOLD

Very rare pamphlet printed in Görlitz in Lusatia. In the preface, the editor 
explains that, in response to numerous requests for an explanation of a recently 
observed comet, he consulted a learned astronomer, who preferred to remain 
anonymous, though readers are invited to receive the work favorably, since no 
satisfactory account had yet appeared in print. The resulting treatise, received 
on 6 January, was published in order to satisfy public curiosity regarding 
the comet’s appearance, trajectory, and movement across the heavens. An 
additional observation, covering sightings up to 15 December, is appended. 
The author also recalls the traditional belief that comets serve as celestial 
warnings or divine signs announcing important events or punishments. The 
work concludes with a lengthy prayer.

Provenance: P. Véron (bookplate).

References: USTC 2814422 1 copy. Not in Brüning.
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20 HAHN, Johann Philipp (c. 1638-after 1705). Anderweit und endlicher 
bericht von dem im Decembri des 1664.sten jahres erschienenen Cometen 
Stern… [Another and final report on the Comet that appeared in December 
1664]. Dresden, Christian Bergens, [1665]. 4to (194 x 152 mm), [12] ff., 
woodcut ornaments. Modern paper boards.

CHF 1200

After studying law in Wittenberg, Hahn, originally from Dresden, returned to 
settle there and published various astrological writings and calendars, some 
of which were printed in Prague. In the same year, he published in Dresden: 
Kurtz eilfärtiger Bericht Von Dem im Decembr. Anno 1664. Kurtz eilfärtiger 
Bericht Von Dem im Decembr. Anno 1664. Neulichst erschienen Cometen...

Provenance: P. Véron (bookplate).

References:  Klaus-Dieter Herbst: Biobibliographisches Handbuch der 
Kalendermacher von 1550 bis 1750 (On line). Not in Brüning.
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21 Historischer Bericht von Cometen, Das Ist: Eine Erzählung Aller 
Cometen und ihrer Wirckungen: so viel deren von Anfang der Welt her, in 
Historien aufgezeichnet worden, und was jederzeit darauf erfolget. [Historical 
report on Comets]. [Germany], 1665. 4to (193 x 148 mm), [8] ff., woodcut 
ornaments. Modern paper boards.

CHF 1200
A narrative of all comets.

Provenance: P. Véron (bookplate).

References: USTC 2545136 (1 copy). Not in Brüning.
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22 BROADSHEET. [HONOLD the Elder, Jakob (1633-1691)]. Die 
newe Cometen Seyn gwisse Propheten [The new comets are said to be certain 
prophets]. Semper, adhuc diri quoties arsêre Cometae, Certa secuturi signa 
fuêre mali... Wolmeynend vorgestellet von M. J. H. Ulm, Balthasar Kühnen, 
1664. Broadsheet, folio (ca 275 X 170 mm), half-page copper-engraved 
illustration (114 x 160 mm); somewhat spotted and cut in the margins, minor 
folding traces.

CHF 3200

First edition. The translation of the distich reads: “As often as terrible comets 
have burned in the sky, they have been sure signs of a calamity to follow. The 
interpretation of the appearance of comets lies beyond human knowledge, but 
the experience of past apparitions [the comets of 1618, 1651, and 1661 having 
shown this] demonstrates that such unusual signs are well to be considered as 
threatening and warning signs, signs of divine wrath, and certain heralds of 
future misfortune and of God’s punishment.”

Jacob Honold the Elder was born around 1633 in Ulm, the son of Jacob Honold 
(1599-1664). His father was a professor at the Ulm Gymnasium from 1626 
and, from 1634, first an assistant and later a preacher at Ulm Minster. From 
1651, the calendar maker studied liberal arts and theology at the University of 
Strasbourg. After his studies, Honold initially went to Jungingen, near Ulm, as 
a pastor in 1656. From 1659 he taught mathematics at the Ulm Gymnasium, 
and from 1674 as a teacher (praeceptor) of the sixth grade. Honold belongs to 
those calendar makers who, from the 1660s and 1670s onward, increasingly 
used their calendars to educate readers about the untenability of various 
aspects of astrological prediction.

References: USTC: 2660404, 2 copies (Germany), SB Munich 4°Astr.P.520/24 
bears as here, the monogram “A” in the right corner of the engraving; Harms, 
W., Deutsche Illustrierte Flugblätter des 16. und 17. Jaahrhunderts, I, 200; 
Brüning 1085; Schmitt & Appenzeller, Balthasar Kühn, 306.
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23 Kurtze Beschreibung und einfältige Erklärung Des Cometen, Oder 
Geschwantzten Sterns, So sich im December dieses 1664sten Jahres hat 
sehen lassen, gestellet durch C. B. L. M. V. R. [Brief description and simple 
explanation of the comet or shooting star that appeared in December of this 
year, 1664...] [Germany], Gedrückt im Jahr Christi 1665. 4to (193 x 150 
mm), [10] ff., woodcut vignette to the title page depicting a comet. Modern 
paper boards; somewhat dampstained in the margin. 

SOLD

Illustrated on the title page with a black Comet, the pamphlet concludes, after 
a series of dark prognostications, with a passage from the Book of Sirach
(Ecclesiasticus): “The winds also are created for vengeance, and in their fury 
they bring destruction…” etc.

Provenance: P. Véron (bookplate).

References: USTC 2538980 3 copies. Brüning 1124.

24 Kurtze jedoch eigentliche und Wahrhafftige Beschreibung, des in 
diesem 1664 Jahre am 3,13 Decembris alhier zu Hamburg zum erstenmahl 
gesehenen, anitzo aber noch brennenden Grossen und Grewlichen Cometen, 
Aus rechtem Grunde der Sternkündigung und Astrologiae dem Leser zu 
gefallen gestellet. [A brief accurate and truthful description of what was 
seen here in Hamburg for the first time on 3 December of this year 1664]. 
Hamburg, 1664. 4to (193 x 152 mm) , [4] ff., woodcut to the title page, one 
plate engraved on wood. Modern paper board.

SOLD

Rare description of the appearance of the Comet observed from Hamburg on 3 
December 1664. It is illustrated with a woodcut of the Comet on the title page 
and a fine full-page woodcut showing the comet passing above a ship, with 
constellations depicted as zodiacal symbols.

Provenance: P. Véron (bookplate).

References: USTC: 2634690 (3 copies). Not in Brüning, describes only the 
Frankfurt issue of 1665 (n°1174).



n° 24



n° 24
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25 Kurtze jedoch eigentliche und wahrhafftige Beschreibung des in 
diesem abgewichenen 1664. Jahre im Monat Decembri zum ersten mahl 
gesehenen… [A brief yet accurate and truthful description of what was seen 
for the first time in December of that most unusual year 1664]. Breslau, 
Jonisch, 1665. 4to (194 x 152 mm) [4] ff.,  woodcut to the title and a full-page 
woodcut on the verso of the final leaf. Modern paper board. Title page with a 
few fold marks.

CHF 3000
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The title vignette depicting the Comet, and the full-page woodcut is partly 
modeled on the illustration from the pamphlet published in Hamburg in 1664  
(n° 24). The dates of observation differ from those given in the Hamburg printing 
and appear to correspond specifically to observations made in Breslau or Silesia.

No Ustc copy, not in Brüning.

Provenance: P. Véron (bookplate).
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26 Muthmaßliche Gedancken, Die Bedeutung Des jüngsten im 
Decembri, A. 1664. erschienenen Cometen Betreffende: Darinnen beedes 
die Symbolische, und Schrifftmässige Erklärung dieser Himmlischen Stern-
Bilder, als nemlich Des Raaben, der Wasser-Schlangen, der Jungfrauen, des 
Löwen, Krebs, wie auch der Cassiopeae, Von einer hochgelehrten Person 
verabfasset [Conjectural Thoughts on the Significance of the Recent Comet 
of December 1664...] Nuremberg, Wolff Eberhard Felßecter, 1665. 4to (193 x 
148 mm) [8] ff., initial and a large tailpiece engraved on wood. Modern paper 
boards.

CHF 1200

At the end, two leaves of Latin text provide a description of the Comet 
observed in Vienna “on the first night” of 1665.

Provenance:  P. Véron (bookplate).

References: USTC 2597245. Houzeau & Lancaster, 5760; Brüning 1190.
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27 NEUBARTH, Christoph (1607-1681). Astrologische Gedancken, 
Uber die Zween neulich entstandene erschreckliche Comet-Sterne: Deren 
einer, im Christ-Monat, verwichenen 1664. Jahres, Und der ander, im Ianuario, 
deß draufffolgenden 65. Jahres, erschienen und gesehen worden, Einfältig, und 
ohne Affecten, auffgesetzt und an Tag gegeben, Von Christophoro Neubarthio, 
B.S. Theo-Astro-logo [Astrological reflections on the two frightening comets 
that appeared recently, one of which disappeared during the Christmas month 
of 1664...] Breslau, Johann Christoph Jacob, [1665]. 4to (193 x 142 mm) [16] 
ff., initial and woodcut headpiece. Modern paper boards. 

CHF 1200

A native of Lower Silesia, Christoph Neubarth (1607-1681) studied theology 
in Leipzig before entering the ministry. He continued the publication of 
numerous calendars for Lusatia and Silesia originally produced by Georg 
Baumann in Breslau.

Provenance: P. Véron (bookplate).

References: USTC 2646358 (1 copy). Houzeau & Lancaster n° 5756; 
Brüning 1195. Cf. Klaus-Dieter Herbst: Biobibliographisches Handbuch der 
Kalendermacher von 1550 bis 1750 (online)
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28 [PARDIES Ignace-Gaston (1636-1673)]. [Observations sur la 
comète]. [Bordeaux (?) circa 1665]. Autograph manuscript. 4to (222 x 163 
mm), 6 pp., ink on paper. With a small sketch in the outer margin of the second 
page, and contemporary corrections and revisions.; traces of folding.

SOLD

Rare, unpublished manuscript on the observation of the Comet of 1665. One 
of Pardies’ earliest scientific contributions. 

Ignace-Gaston Pardies, who was educated at the Jesuit college in Pau, his 
native city, entered the Society of Jesus as a novice in 1652. From 1654 to 
1656 he pursued philosophical studies at Toulouse, followed by four years of 
humanities at Bordeaux. Ordained a priest in 1663, he taught the humanities 
from 1664 to 1665. In 1666 he was appointed professor of physics and 
mathematics at the Jesuit college of La Rochelle, before moving in 1670 to the 
Collège de Clermont in Paris. Pardies belonged to the international tradition 
of Jesuit scientists represented by figures such as Athanasius Kircher, Fabri, 
or Grimaldi. He stood at the centre of contemporary debates on the nature 
of Light and corresponded with leading European savants, including Isaac 
Newton, Leibniz, and Huygens. He died prematurely in 1673; his Atlas céleste 
was published posthumously a few months later.

The spectacular comets of the seventeenth century inspired Pardies’ early 
interest in astronomy and the physical sciences. Before completing his studies, 
he published a treatise on sundials (Paris, 1662) and, in 1665 at Bordeaux, two 
works on comets. In his Dissertatio de motu et natura cometarum, he sought 
to demonstrate the permanent nature and regular motion of comets, arguing 
that they travel in straight lines. The treatise is particularly noteworthy for its 
emphasis on practical methods of observation, the simplest of which employs 
a ruler or stretched thread aligned with the comet and two fixed stars.

It is precisely this method that is described at the beginning of the present 
manuscript. Aware of the difficulties involved in determining a comet’s altitude 
through parallax, as well as the skill required to use astronomical instruments 
accurately, Pardies proposes a simpler and more reliable procedure requiring 
nothing more than a ruler or a thread. Applying this method, he concludes that 
the Comet is situated at an immense distance from the Earth, far beyond the 
lunar sphere and deep within the celestial heavens. 
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“Considerant la grande difficulté qu’il y a à mesurer la hauteur des Cometes 
par la parallaxe en suivant la methode ordinaire, et combien l’usage des 
instrumens nécessaires demande une longue pratique, afin que les operations 
en puissent estre iustes, et les grandes precautions, qu’il faut apporter dans les 
consequances qu’on tire de ces observations ; je me suis resolu de chercher 
quelque methode plus aisée, pour trouver combien est esloignée de nous cette 
Comete qui paroist despuis [près ?] d’un mois. Et je croy en avoir trouvé une 
d’autant plus infaillible, qu’elle est facile à pratiquer, que toutes les operations 
en sont plus simples, et qu’il n’est besoin pour tout instrument que d’une 
regle ou d’un filet que les moins versés dans cette sorte d’operations peuvent 
manier très aisément (...) suivant cette méthode j’ay trouvé que la comète est 
extremement esloignée de la terre, et qu’elle est non seulement au-dessus de 
la lune mais aussi au dela de toute hauteur etc.”

The manuscript refers to observations made at Poitiers, Toulouse, and Pau, 
comparing sightings from these different locations in an attempt to determine 
the comet’s trajectory and distance from the Earth: “Or de toutes les 
observations que nous avons reveu de divers androits de Poictiers de Toloze et 
de Pau il nous [?] que la Comete paroist par tous ces endroits dans la mesme 
ligne que nous luy avons marquée pour son chemin, et que son mouvement 
propre la porte successivement en divers endroits de ce cercle, mais que iamais 
la parallaxe ne l’abaisse d’un seul point. ”

Drawing on observations made over three nights, Pardies believed himself 
able to determine a number of important points concerning the comet, 
including the region of the heavens from which it had begun its course before 
becoming visible, the point at which it would disappear, its velocity, and the 
future conjunctions it would form with the Moon, planets, and fixed stars.

Unlike many of his contemporaries, Pardies remained sceptical of Judicial 
Astrology and rejected the notion that comets were either the causes of 
terrestrial events or reliable portents of future calamities. The present 
manuscript already contains the ideas that would form the central theme of his 
second work on comets, also published in 1665, Remarques sur les comètes et 
autres phénomènes extraordinaires de ces temps, where Pardies rejected the 
common practice of interpreting celestial phenomena as portents of disaster. 
The final paragraph is devoted to the “prédiseurs de mauvaises nouvelles”, “qui 
ont fait courir le bruit par la France que cette Comete avait son propre lieu sur 
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l’isle de Madagascar(...) [et] se trouverait sur la fin au dessus de la Martinique, 
afin qu’il ne manquat rien au pronostiques de la ruine totale de la compagnie 
des Indes.” (the predictors of bad news who had spread the rumour throughout 
France that the comet had its proper place above the island of Madagascar and 
would eventually appear over Martinique, thereby completing the prediction 
of the total ruin of the East India Company). Il ajoute: “ces sortes de personnes 
ne sont pas toujours des plus intelligens de ce monde dans la théorie des corps 
célestes.”

The two publications that Pardies devoted to comets drew him into an active 
correspondence with several Jesuit men of science. Among his most important 
correspondents in this regard was Father Jacques Grandamy (1588-1672), 
professor at the Collège de Clermont in Paris, the foremost Jesuit institution 
in France for scientific and pedagogical studies. In a small work published 
in 1665, Le Cours de la Comète qui a paru sur la fin de 1664, Grandamy 
refers to the “observations excellentes (...) envoyez de Bordeaux par le Pere 
Pardies de nostre Compagnie” and praises Pardies’s demonstration that the 
comet had passed well above the Moon; “Cela se prouve evidemment par 
l’observation tres-exacte qu’en a faite avec beaucoup d’intelligence le Pere 
Pardies à Bordeaux”. (p. 12).

This manuscript of observations is almost certainly identical, in both substance 
and method, to the report communicated to Father Grandamy. The impression 
made by the young Pardies on the elderly professor at the Collège de Clermont 
appears to have been considerable. Grandamy may have recommended him 
to his superiors for a teaching appointment in Paris, then the most prestigious 
Jesuit post in France in the sciences and education.

A crossed out note in the author’s hand on the blank verso of the final leaf 
reads: “Pour le R. P. de la Roussie”. It is followed by the inscription, which is 
also crossed out :

“Le R. P. Pardies salue V(otre) R(everence) et luy envoie ses observati[ons 
sur] la Comete, elles sont dignes de luy tout le monde les a [? raturé] fort 
[admirées?] en ce paÿs. Si V. R. les communique à nos peres elle s[ondera?] 
leurs sentiments et elle nous obligera de nous le faire s[avoir] la 1ère fois 
qu’elle escrira au R. P. Grimard.”
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We have not identified the Jesuit to whom this version of Pardies’ Observations 
and Method was addressed (Father François de La Roussie, born in 1646, 
Dordogne?), but we do know about Étienne Grimard (1612-1690), who 
was syndic of the Maison professe des jésuites de Bordeaux. He entered the 
novitiate of the Society of Jesus in 1633; served as procurator of the Province 
of Aquitaine, residing at the College of Bordeaux from 1663 to 1669, and then 
as procurator of the college from 1669 to 1675.

References August Ziggelaar, Le physicien Ignace Gaston Pardies S.J. 
(1636-1673), Odense Univ. Press, [Odense], 1971. Christiaan Huygens a A. 
Auzout, lettre du 12 Février 1665, in œuvres complètes de C. Huygens, V, 
1664-1665, n°1327, p. 230. Albert Gaillard, La Baronnie de Saint-Magne, 
1911., T. II, p. 66.
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29 PIMENTA, António (1620-1700). Sciographia da nova prostimasia 
celeste & portentoso cometa do anno de 1664 offerecida a Luis de Vasconcellos 
e Sousa conde de Castel Melhor. Lisboa, na officina de Domingos Carneiro, 
1665. 4to (183 x 135 cm), pp. [8] 79 [7]. Later pastiche binding, marbled 
calf, spine with raised bands, divided into gilt compartments, title gilt on red 
leather piece, edges red, minor soiling.

CHF 3500

First edition of this rare work in Portuguese by António Pimenta, mathematician, 
scholar, astronomer, Jesuit, and professor at the prestigious University of 
Coimbra in Portugal.

Pimenta clearly demonstrates his familiarity with the seventeenth century 
controversy surrounding comets, including abundant quotations of Tycho 
Brahe, Kepler, Michael Maestlin, Cornelius Gemma, Adam Tanner, Johann 
Baptist Cysat, Giuseppe Biancani, Cristoforo Borrí, Christoph Scheiner and 
Niccolo Cabeo. When he turned to the physical composition and origin of 
comets, Pimenta’s view was that comets consisted of concentrations of 
planetary exhalations originating from certain celestial conjunctions.

References : USTC: 5093374. Luís Miguel Carolino, C. Ziller Camenietzki 
“Tokens of the future: comets, astrology and politics in early modern Portugal”, 
in Cronos, 2006, n°9, 33-58. Not in Brüning.
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30 SPLEISS, Stephan (1623-1693). Beiläufftiger Bericht Von dem 
jezigen Cometsternen: Wie solcher In disem zu end lauffenden 1664. Jahr, bei 
anfang deß Christmonats, in Schaffhausen und benachbarten Orten beobachtet 
worden, und bei klarem Himmel noch kan gesehen werden, Zum Vortrab 
einer vollkommenern beschreibung, auf vilfaltiges begehren wolmeinend 
mitgetailet von Stephano Spleissio, Gymn. ibid. Rectore, Astronomiae Cultore 
[Occasional Report on the current Comets, such as those appearing at the end 
of this year 1664...]. [Germany 1664]. 4to (211 x 158 mm), 16 pp., large 
engraved vignette on the title page, two woodcut headpieces showing books 
and instruments, initials. Disbound, title somewhat soiled with lack of paper, 
somewhat dampstained in places.

CHF 2500

Stephan Spleiss, was a pedagogue, mathematician, and astronomer; he served 
as rector of the Gymnasium of Schaffhausen in Switzerland. After citing 
biblical passages from Jeremiah and the Psalms (which present the starry 
heavens as the realm in which God reveals Himself to humanity) the author 
focuses on the days 7/17, 8/18, 9/19, and 10/20 December 1664 (Julian/
Gregorian calendars) to examine the comet’s position relative to the fixed 
stars. He then discusses the comet’s path and dimensions, aiming to determine 
its true magnitude and to reconstruct its orbit around the Sun in relation to the 
planetary spheres.

The work is illustrated with a large astronomical copper engraving showing 
the celestial theatre of the Comet’s appearance, together with the neighbouring 
constellations (Corvus, Crater, Hydra) and a chart of its trajectory.

References : USTC: 2682781 (2 copies); Brüning 1100; Haller 1, 1209 Klaus-
Dieter Herbst: Biobibliographisches Handbuch der Kalendermacher von 
1550 bis 1750 (online).
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31 Vertraulich und Erbaulich Cometen-Gespräch, Sonderlich des 
Inhalts, Ob Cometen Gutes oder Böses bedeuten: Bey den neulich zu End 
des 1664sten Jahrs entstandnen Schrecklichen Cometen Von zwey ungleichen 
Personen, Pyrrhonio einen Weltgesinnten und Eusebio einen Gottesfürchtigen, 
gehalten. Beyläufftig gemercket und in Druck gegeben [Confidential and 
edifying conversation about comets, particularly on the question of whether 
comets are good or bad. About the frightening comets that appeared recently 
at the end of 1664], [Germany] Gedrück im Jahr 1665. 4to (193 x 150 mm)  
[14] ff., title vignette and woodcut headpiece. Modern paper board. 

CHF 1000

First edition. The pamphlet presents the arguments and explanations 
surrounding the phenomenon of the comet through a dialogue between two 
archetypal characters: Pyrrhonius, a man of worldly mind, and Eusebius, the 
God-fearing man.

References : USTC 2544919. Houzeau & Lancaster n° 5762; Brüning 1242. 
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32 WAGNER, Elias (1624-1676). [Prodromoi ton erchomenon.] Zwiefaches 
Wunder Gottes Der beyden grossen Comet-Sternen am Himmel: In etlichen 
Christlichen und wolgemeinten nützlichen Erinnerungen ohn Aberglauben, 
Gott zu Ehren, Und Dem Nechsten zum Fromen Mit Fleiß untersuchet, und auff 
Begehren an Tag gegeben, Von Elia Wagenero, Laubano [The divine miracle of 
Zwiesach: the two great comets in the sky]. Breslau, Johann Christoph Jacob, 
[1665]. 4 to (193 x 144 mm) [14] ff. woodcut headpiece, initial. somewhat 
dampstained in the lower margin. Modern paper boards. 
  CHF 1000

A native of Upper Lusatia, Wagner studied philosophy and theology in 
Strasbourg, then travelled around Germany, becoming assistant to the 
mathematician Philipp Müller in Leipzig. In 1650, he was appointed parish 
priest of Waldau (Lower Silesia). In addition to this pamphlet, relating to his 
observations made at Zwiesach (i.e. Wszechświęte), he published a treatise on 
astronomy about the comet of 1652, Cometa Vespertinus Prodigiosus.

Provenance : P. Véron (bookplate).

References :USTC: 2617136 (2 copies). Klaus-Dieter Herbst : Biobibliographisches 
Handbuch der Kalendermacher von 1550 bis 1750 (online). Not in Brüning.
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The comet of 1677, identified under the designation C/1677 H1, was a 
remarkable comet observed in the spring of that year, particularly during 
April and May. It was the subject of detailed observations by contemporary 
astronomers, including Johannes Hevelius in Danzig.

33 BROADSHEET. NICARIUS DE MONTE AUREO (?). Einfluss 
und Würckung dess Newen Cometsternen welcher schon in underschidlichen 
Stätten und Ländern erschinen, fonderlich aber auch zu Mäyland den 24. 
Und 25. Aprill 1677 Nachts umb 7 Uhr beobacht worden, durch Nicarium de 
Monte Aureo [Influence and effect of that which was seen in various places, 
and in Milan on 24 and 25 April 1677]. Freyburg im Breissgaw, Wehrlin, 1677. 
Broadsheet, folio (ca 385 x 285 mm), illustrated with a comet-star woodcut, 
text on two columns; minor tears and marginal losses, minor folding traces.

CHF 3500

The text combines astronomical observation and astrological interpretations. 
It discusses the nature of comets, referring to Greek and Roman authorities 
such as Anaxagoras, Aristotle, and Seneca, and questions whether comets are 
merely “dry vapours” igniting in the upper atmosphere or enduring celestial 
bodies. As was common at the time, comets are interpreted as divine warnings 
announcing wars, famines, plagues, or the death of great rulers. The text also 
records sightings above Milan and elsewhere in Europe during the spring and 
autumn of 1577, before concluding with a moral and religious exhortation to 
repentance and piety.

Very rare. WorldCat records only one copy preserved at the Bibliothèque 
Nationale de France, not in Drugulin, not in Brüning.

1677
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1680
C/1680 V1, known as the Great Comet of 1680, Kirch’s Comet, or Newton’s 
Comet, was the first comet ever discovered through a telescope, identified by 
Gottfried Kirch on 14 November 1680. Reportedly visible even in daylight 
and famous for its extraordinarily long tail, it provided Newton with crucial 
material for testing and confirming Kepler’s laws.

34 BROADSHEET. Abbildung des Comet-Sternen, Welcher sich in dem 
Monat Decembr. 1680 hat sehen lassen [The comet star Which appeared in 
the month of November 1680]. Straßburg, Zu finden bey Fridrich-Wilhelm 
Schmucken, Kunst- und Buchhändlern [1681 ?] Broadsheet, folio (ca 370 x 
280 mm), text on 3 columns, one copper-engraved illustration.

CHF 3000

With a religious poem composed of twelve verses. It expresses fear of the 
wrath of God (“Gottes Grimm”) and interprets the comet as a warning of 
impending disasters, including wars and epidemics. The printer Friedrich 
Wilhelm Schmuck was active in Strasbourg at the end of the seventeenth 
century, specializing in religious works and engravings.

References:  USTC: 2558073. WorldCat records 3 copies, Basel, Zurich, 
Dresden. Brüning 1390.

35 [EGGER, Johann]. Kurtzer Bericht Und Beschreibung, Deß Auff- vnd 
Undergangs, Höhe, Grösse und gantzen Lauffs, Deß Zum End-verwichenen 
1680. Jahrs erschienenen Comet-Sterns. Observirt und beschrieben In der 
Lands- Fürstl. Haupt- Stadt Grätz. [A brief report and description of the 
rising and setting, height, size, and entire course of the Comet that appeared 
at the end of the year 1680]. [Graz], In Verlegung Sebastiani Haupt, 1681.
4to (199 x 155 mm), 33 pp. 19th c. red paper wrapper, lack of paper to spine, 
somewhat spotted.

CHF 1800

Sole edition, rare. In addition to a brief explanation of comets, the work 
contains a detailed chronology of observations made in Graz (Styria). This 
is followed by a chapter on the comet’s course and its appearance in Asia, 
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Europe, and America. The volume concludes with a comparison to earlier 
cometary phenomena. Attributed by Holzmann-Bohatta to a Joh. Egger (?)

An engraving may have originally accompanied the work but is not present 
here.

Provenance: Ex-bibliotheca Lambertina (manuscript entry to the title page); 
P. Véron (Bookplate).

References : Brüning 1392; Holzmann-Bohatta I, 5550a; Graff, Bibliographia 
Widmanstadiana 1586-1805, no. 714; not in VD17, La Lande, or Houzeau-
Lancaster.
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36 BROADSHEET. Eigendlicher Abriß Und Beschreibung des 
erschröcklichen Cometen, welcher des zu End lauffenden Jahrs 1680, den 16. 
17. 18. 20. 26. Decemb. 26. 27. 28. 30. (5.) Jan. Abends umb 5. biß 6. Uhr in
dieser des Heyl. Reichs Stadt Regenspurg gesehen und beobachtet worden.
Regenspurg, Hanckwitz, 1680. Broadsheet, folio (ca 395 x 315 mm), text on
two columns, a large copper-engraved illustration (131 x 116 mm), repairs to
some minor tears and marginal losses.

CHF 3500

“An Account and description of the Terrifying Comet, which was seen and 
observed in the Holy City of Regensburg”.

The text refers to the comets of 1652/53, 1661, 1664, 1665, 1672 and 1677. 
The main text is set in two columns, separated by decorative borders. The first 
column contains a prose explanation of the Comet. In the right-hand column 
is a prophecy, in prose and a poem. 

References : USTC: 2568189, WolrdCat record 4 copies in Germany. Brüning 
1310. Drugulin 3033.

37 BROADSHEET. Eigentliche Figur oder Abbildung Deß Neuen groß 
erschröcklich lang schweifichten Comet- oder Wunder-Sterns : Was massen 
solcher nicht nur im November und December, deß hingelegten 1680sten, 
sondern auch im Jenner deß neu-angefangenen 1681sten Jahrs, in der Welt-
berühmten Stadt Rom ... auch in der ... Haupt- und Residenz-Stadt Wien und 
anderer Orten... gesehen... H.B.C.P. [Nurnberg] Gedruckt im Jahr Christi 
1681. Broadsheet, folio (circa 460 x 380 mm), large copper engraving (185 x 
185 mm), text on 3 columns. Minor tears, 3 corners repairs. 

CHF 4500

A large and striking ephemeral broadside. The title states: “Actual form or 
depiction of the new, exceedingly terrifying, long-tailed comet which was 
observed not only in November and December of the past year 1680, but also 
in January of the newly begun year 1681, in the world-famous city of Rome, 
as well as in Vienna, and other places”. 

The engraved illustration bears the imprint “Nürnberg” and the name of the 
printer Johann Leonhard Buggel.

References : USTC: 2705888, 4 copies in Germany; Brüning, 1385.



n° 36



n° 37



74

38 Geistlicher Betrachtungs-Lust, Oder Geistliche Außlegung, Deß 
Comet-Prophetens, und Himmlischen Ambassadeurs: Welchen der grosse 
Himmels-König, und Herr aller Herren, als der Welt Buß- und Warnungs-
Prediger, Den 12. Tag deß Monats Decembris Anno 1680. Feuer-straalend, 
Bußfertig zu betrachten und hochzuachten; hat an seine Himmels-Königliche 
Residentz gesetzet, Beschrieben und erkläret Durch M. Z. G. [Spiritual Air 
of Contemplation, or Spiritual Interpretation of the Comet, Prophet and 
Heavenly Ambassador, whom the great King of Heaven and Lord of all Lords 
sent forth, blazing with fire, on the 12th day of December in the year 1680, 
as a preacher of penitence and warning to the world]. [Germany] Gedruckt 
im Jahr 1681. 4to (196 x 160 mm), 15 pp. Modern paper wrapper. Somewhat 
toned throughout.

CHF 1200
Provenance : P. Véron (Bookplate).

References : USTC 2707897 (6 copies); Brüning 1401.
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39 BROADSHEET. Kurz-versaßte, Denk-würdige Cometen-Tafel. 
Nürnberg, Georg Scheurer, 1680. Broadsheet, folio (ca 400 x 345 mm), 
illustrated with a copper engraving (150 x 175 mm). Minor folding traces, 
small ink stain.

CHF 4000

A large and striking ephemeral broadside presenting a kind of catalogue of 
comets and the disastrous events traditionally associated with them below the 
illustration, 12 engraved verses. At the foot of the plate: “In Nürnberg, Zu 
finden bey Georg Scheurer, Gedruckt im Jahre Christi 1680”.

References:  USTC: 2623792, 1 copy, Wolfenbüttel, Germany Herzog August 
Bibliothek. Drugulin 3024, Brüning 1328.

40 BROADSHEET. Kurtzer Bericht, von dem jenigen Cometen, so sich 
in diesem zu End lauffenden 1680. Jahr allhier zu Straßburg hat sehen lassen .
Strasbourg, Fridrich Wilhelm Schmuck, 1680. Broadside, folio (ca. 375 x 290 
mm). One copper-engraved illustration; trace of folding.

CHF 3500

A brief account of the Comet observed in Strasbourg in 1680.

References : USTC 2618715, recording 2 copies; the Dresden copy appears 
with a different engraving. Not in Brüning.
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41 HONOLD the Elder, Jakob (1633-1691). Monitor hominum novissimus. 
Das ist: Kurtzer Bericht Von dem Ungewohnlich grossen Cometen: Welcher in 
verwichner Winters-Zeit erschienen, wie er seinen Stand und Lauff nach dem 
Zodiaco und Aequatore gehabt: Und dann Was seiner Bedeutung halben von uns 
Christlich und erbaulich zu merken seye... [A brief report on the unusually large 
Comet that appeared last winter, its position and course along the Zodiac and 
Equator, and what we Christians should note about its significance in terms of 
edification]. Ulm, Christian Balthasar Kühn, 1681. 4to (208 x 165 mm), 29, [3] 
pp., one engraved folding plate. Modern paper cover. Lack of paper in a lower 
margin; somewhat dampstained. CHF 3000
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One of two editions published the same year (another by Georg Wilhelm 
Kühnen). It is illustrated with a large engraved plate: “Cometae Vespertini 
Situs”, depicting various constellations in figurative representation, 
Andromeda and Pegasus. including an 8-line poem in Latin and German. The 
appendix contains a poem by Johann Matthias Schneuber, poet and professor 
of poetry in Strasbourg.

References : USTC 2539633; Brüning 1417; Hohenemser 320.
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42 BROADSHEET. [MEGERLIN, Peter (1683-1686)]. Eygendlicher 
Abriß, des Anno 1680. entstandenen Cometen. Basel, Johann Rudolph Genath, 
[1680]. Broadside, folio (ca 380 x 330 mm), text on 2 columns, large central 
copper-engraved illustration.

CHF 4000

Born in Kempten (Allgäu) Peter Megerlin studied law and mathematics at the 
University of Tübingen From 1640 to 1645. He then pursued practical legal 
training in Speyer (1645-47) and Heilbronn (1647-49). In 1650 he continued 
his studies in Basel, where he received the degree of Doctor of Law in 1651. 
Because of his inclination toward the Reformed faith, he was expelled from 
Kempten in the same year and settled in Basel. In 1654 he married Judith 
Falkner, daughter of Sebastian Falkner, a Basel councillor.

In 1674 he was appointed professor of mathematics at the University of Basel. 
The rector and the governing board forbade him to teach the Copernican 
doctrine or to print his work Systema mundi Copernicanum argumentis invictis 
demonstratum et conciliatum theologiae; nevertheless, it was eventually 
published in Amsterdam in 1682. He commented on the comets of 1661, 
1664, and 1680, still interpreting them largely in astrological terms.

References : USTC: 6146107, Brüning 1319.

43 Sammelband containing 7 rare works on the Comet of 1681 (except 
one devoted to the Comet of 1664). 4to (181 x 150 mm). 18th c. vellum, 
spine lettered in gilt, inked inventory label, edges red; preserved in a 20th c. 
red cloth chemise and matching red half-shagreen slipcase, spine with raised 
bands, title gilt. Somewhat browned in places.

SOLD

First edition of each publications. The work by Friedrich Madeweiss (1648-
1705) contains a beautiful folding plate depicting the passage of the comet 
visible from December 1680 to January 1681, known as the “Kirch Comet,” 
after the astronomer who observed it on 14 November 1680 with a telescope. 
It was one of the brightest comets of the seventeenth century.

A Fine copy of this exceptional collection.
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Provenance: Library of Stolberg-Wernigerode, the private library founded by 
Count Wolf Ernst zu Stolberg (1546-1606), with engraved armorial bookplate 
of “Christian Ernst Graf zu Stolberg” and inked armorial stamp; Robert 
Honeyman IV (crimson morocco armorial bookplate with motto); P. Véron 
(bookplate). Manuscript index in ink on the pastedown and first blank flyleaf.

1 [WEIGEL, Erhard (1625-1699)]. Unterschiedliche Beschreibung- 
und Bedeutungen, So wohl der Cometen ins Gemein, Als insonderheit Des 
bißanhero nicht sonder grosses Entsetzen erschienenen, und weit und breit 
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observirten Wunder-Cometen: Mit Fleiß zusammen getragen, und Gedruckt 
im Jahr 1681 [Various Descriptions, and the Meanings, of Comets and in 
Particular of the Marvelous Comet which has recently appeared]. [Germany], 
1681. (1) ff. (title), 46 pp. 

E. Wiegel, was professor of mathematics at Jena in 1653. He gained great 
popularity as a teacher by introducing modern scientific ideas, including 
discussion of the Copernican system, and by combining theory with practical 
demonstrations using instruments he built in his own workshop. He also 
initiated systematic meteorological observations. Considered an early 
precursor of the Enlightenment, he influenced major thinkers such as Samuel 
Pufendorf and Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz. Beyond academia, he campaigned 
against astrology, promoted educational reform, and created celestial globes. 
USTC: 2560265 (2 copies); Brüning, 1522.
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2 TAUST, Johann Gottfried (1647-1716). Der Von Abend gegen 
Morgen lauffende Unglücks-Prophete Oder Nach gemeiner Art benahmte 
Comet oder Schwantz-Stern, welcher abermahls dieses 1680sten Jahres 
von 6 November an, biß auf den 24 huius leuchtend sich hat sehen lassen: 
Nebst andern bey dessen Leuchtung vorgegangenen Himmels-Wundern, Mit 
flüchtiger Feder beschrieben und entworffen Von Johann Gottfried Tausten, 
Pfarrern in Oppein, Käyserlichen gekr. Poeten [The prophet of misfortune 
Running from Evening toward Morning, or the comet which again apear in 
this year 1680]. Hall, Hübner, 1681. [28] pp. includ. title page with a woodcut 
vignette.

Johann Gottfried Taust, born in Dieskau near Halle (Saxony), enrolled at 
the University of Jena in October 1668. In 1673 he became pastor at Oppin, 
near his birthplace, where he remained until his death on 24 November 1716, 
reportedly at the age of seventy. In 1678, Taust joined the Deutschgesinnte 
Genossenschaft (also known as the Order of the Rose), a literary society 
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founded in Hamburg by Philipp von Zesen, where he was admitted under the 
name “the Mourner.” This work provides a detailed description of the comet 
of November 1680. Although Taust refrains from explicit predictions, he 
considers comets and new stars as signs of future calamities. USTC: 2683611; 
Brüning, 1498. 

3 TAUST (J. G.). Cometa Redivivus, Das ist, Der aus der Aschen viel 
entsetzlicher als zuvor hervor flammende und Aufs neue sich unserm Gesichte 
praesentirende UnglücksProphete Oder Der nach gemeiner Art genannte 
Comet und Schwantz Stern. Dessen Lauff, Stand, Farbe und vermuthliche 
Bedeutung als in einem Anhange entworffen wird [Cometa Redivivus, that 
is, the Prophet of Misfortune, flaming forth again from the ashes, far more 
terrifying than before...] Hall, Hübner, Erben, 1681. (20) ff. 
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Johann Gottfried Taust’s second treatise on the comet of November 1680. 
He reports that the comet has once again become visible after having been 
obscured for three weeks by the rays of the sun. He concludes that God 
intends to warn mankind and is granting a further reprieve, allowing men to 
avert impending misfortune by leading a godly life. USTC: 2643288; Brüning 
1499.

4 MADEWEISS, Friedrich (Born in 1648). Die Wieder-Erscheinung 
Der ungewöhnlich-grossen Stern-Ruthe, verstehe Des Neuen Cometen, im 
Monat December, des 1680sten, und folgends im Januario des 1681sten 
Jahres: Nebst denen Seltenheiten, oder so genandten Wunderzeichen in der 
Lufft, welche sich hie und da sehen lassen [The Reappearance of the unusually 
Great Star-Rod, that is to say, the New Comet]. Berlin, Voelcker, 1681. [16] ff. 
includ. the title page, engraved folding plate. USTC: 2571937; Brüning 1442.



87

5 MADEWEISS (Friedrich). Nigellae Cadmi Filiae De Sydere 
Crinito, A. P. MDCLXXX. Mense Novemb. & seq. observato: Hiebey die 
Wieder-Erscheinung desselben Cometen im Monat December nebst etlichen 
wunderbaren Zeichen in der Lufft, ad Amicum Astrophilum ablegatae [... 
observed in November and subsequent months, and the reappearance of the 
same comet in the month of December, together with several Marvelous signs 
in the Sky]. With Continuatio observationum cometae, anno 1681. Berlin, 
Rupert Bolckern, 1681. [8] ff.

The astronomer Friedrich Madeweis, born in Pomerania, became Vice-Rector 
at the Leukophorium (Grey Cloister) in Berlin, but later left teaching when the 
Great Elector appointed him Postmaster in Halle an der Saale in 1681. USTC: 
2652989; Brüning 1445

6     STRAUCH, D. Aegidius (1632-1682). Von der Weisen aus Morgenlande 
Alten, und dem jetzigen Neuen Wundersternen, unterrichtete, aus Gottes Wort, 
am also-genanten Heiligen drey KönigTage, des Jahrs 1681 [Instruction, drawn 
from God’s Word, concerning the wise men from the East and the present New 
Wonder-Star...] Dantzig, Rhete, [1681]. (1) ff. (title), (28) pp.

A. Strauch was a Lutheran theologian, historian, and scholar (chronology,
mathematics, and astronomy). Born in Wittenberg, doctor in theology in 1662,
he accepted a position in Danzig (Gdańsk) as pastor of the Trinity Church and
rector of the Athenaeum in 1669. USTC: 2675162; Brüning 1495.

7 Observatio Cometae Stetinensis. Das ist: Anmerckung Deß 
im Decembri verflossenen und im Ianuario jetzigen Jahres zu Alt.Stettin 
erschienenen Cometen: Wobey, Was vom Ursprung und Materie der Cometen, 
auch deren Bedeutung zu halten, Nach der, dieser Zeit, vornehmsten 
Mathematicorum Meinung, und newen Erfindungen, per Tubos Opticos, 
kürtzlich und unvorgreiflich vorgestellet. Alt. Stettin, Rhete, 1665. (15) ff. 
including the title page, engraved frontispiece; slightly cut in the outer margin.

A commentary on the comet that appeared over Alt Stettin (Pomerania) in 
December 1664 and January 1665, discussing the origin and nature of comets, 
as well as their significance, according to the opinions of the most distinguished 
mathematicians and observations made with telescopes. USTC:  2624921: 3 
copies; Brüning, 1199.
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Return of Halley’s Comet (1P/1682 Q1)

44 PLACENTZ, Vincentz von (17th c.). Rechtliches Bedencken über 
die Cometen: Durch Veranlassung eines abermaligen, neuen, merckwürdigen, 
und in diesem August-Monat, uns zu erst zu Gesicht gekommenen und 
bemerckten Cometens, eröffnet. [Legal considerations regarding comete]. 
[Germany], 1682. 4to (208 x 156 mm), 36 pp., 19th c. blue paper wrapper, 
somewhat spotted in the margin of pp. 27 to 36.

CHF 1800

Very rare. The author surveys both ancient authorities and more recent 
philosophical views, and appears to express particular admiration for the 
Cartesians, whom he credits with freeing learning from prejudice and replacing 
sterile scholastic disputes with a more rational pursuit of truth.

The comet of 1682 was first mentioned by John Flamsteed, and later by 
Edmond Halley himself in his Synopsis of the Astronomy of Comets (1705). In 
this work, by comparing the comets of 1531, 1607, and 1682, he demonstrates 
that they are in fact the same comet and predicts its return in 1758.

Provenance:  Philippe Véron (bookplate).

References : USTC: 2689877 (6 copies); Not in Brüning.

1682
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1699
45 Carta y relacion venida de Portugal a un cavallero de Madrid, 
dandole cuenta de dos cometas que se han aparecido en los confines de aquel 
reyno, y son sus diseños estos que vân estampados en la relacion. Zaragoza, 
1699. Small 4to (198 x 146 mm), [2] ff., illustrated with 2 woodcuts. Modern 
half morocco, grey paper boards, title gilt on morocco label.

CHF 11500

Extremely rare first edition (?) of this illustrated relation of a comet sighted in 
Portugal and Spain in the 17th century.

The title page claims it was originally published in Madrid by Antonio Sanz, 
however no known copy of that edition exists, and it is most likely a ghost. 

The letter, sent from Portugal to a gentleman in Madrid, gives an account of 
two comets that appeared on the borders of that kingdom, together with the 
illustrations printed in this report. It describes a series of extraordinary celestial 
apparitions observed over several nights between late June and early July, 
following a violent storm. Witnesses reported fiery circles, brilliant stars, and 
serpent-like forms moving across the night sky, interpreted as divine signs or 
omens. The “learned men” of the kingdom believed these apparitions foretold 
favorable developments for Christendom, though they also caused widespread 
fear and prompted public prayers and acts of repentance. The account is typical 
of seventeenth-century wonder literature, blending astronomical observation 
with religious and prophetic interpretation.

Spanish reports concerning comets are extremely rare. This is the second 
known copy, the other being preserved at the BNE.

References:  USTC: 5099982; Alexander S. Wilkinson, Iberian Books
(Leiden: Brill, 2010), pre-1601, 123396.
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46 LÖSCHER, Martin Gotthelf (1680-1735); ZÖMIUS (Gottfried); 
HAUPTMANN (P.) Dissertatio I [& II]. De Cometis Veterum Pariter ac 
Recentiorum Eruditorum Sententias ac Opiniones Exhibens. Wittenberg: P. 
Schroeder, 1719. 2 parts, 4to (207 x 164 mm), [6], [8] ff., without covers; 
small loss of paper to one corner, browned throughout.

CHF 850

First edition of these dissertations published in Wittenberg, presenting the views 
and opinions of both ancient and modern scholars on comets. Martin Gotthelf 
Löscher spent much of his career at the University of Wittenberg, where he served 
as professor of medicine and physics, and was elected rector in 1720.

References:  OCLC 313226328 (WorldCat records 2 copies); not in Brüning.
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1742
47 ZANOTTI, Eustachio (1709-1782), MATTEUCCI, Petronio (1717-
1800). Osservationi sopra la cometa dell’anno MDCCXXXXII fatte nella 
specula dell’ Istituto delle Scienze di Bologna Ne’ mesi di Marzo, e Aprile. 
Bologna, Volpe, [1742]. 4to (243 x 180 mm), 24 pp. one folding engraved 
plate. 18th c. marbled paper cover, somewhat spotted in places.

CHF 2500

First edition issued by the Institute of Sciences of Bologna on the Comet 
observed in 1742, featuring a large copper-engraved plate by Giovanni Fabbri 
(175 x 460 mm) depicting the comet’s apparent and fantastical path across the 
constellations.

Eustachio Zanotti began his astronomical career at the age of twenty at the 
Observatory of Bologna, of which he became director in 1739. He devoted 
himself to the study of comets (discovering, among others, the Comet C/1739 
K1) as well as to solar and lunar eclipses and the aurora borealis. Zanotti also 
compiled a star catalogue containing the coordinates of 413 stars, published 
in 1750; this catalogue was the first to be established according to modern 
methods. Pietro Matteucci was appointed assistant professor of astronomy at 
the Institute of Sciences in Bologna on May 7, 1740, he was co-author of 
much of Zanotti’s astronomical works, with whom he actively collaborated.

References: Bruning, 1659; Riccardi I, 652, 7.

48 EULER, Johann Albrecht (1734-1800). Meditationes de perturbatione 
motus cometarum ab attractione Planetarum orta. Dissertatio ab Academia 
Scientarum Petropolitana praemio affecta d. XXIII. Septembris 1762. 
Petropoli, Typis Academiae Scientiarum, 1762. 4to (255 x 180 mm), 46 pp. 
includ. the title page, a folding plate. Contemporary marbled paper cover, 
somewhat worn, small repair in the blank of the plate. 

SOLD

First edition, rare publication issued by the Imperial Academy of Sciences of 
Saint Petersburg.

Johann Albrecht Euler was a Swiss-Russian astronomer and mathematician, 
the eldest son of the celebrated Leonhard Euler, who had emigrated to Saint 
Petersburg in 1727. Educated within the scientific milieu of the Imperial 
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Academy, Johann Albrecht pursued a distinguished career there, serving as 
professor of physics and later as secretary of conferences, in which capacity 
he supervised much of the Academy’s scientific correspondence.

The work is devoted to the mathematical study of the perturbations affecting 
the motion of comets. Euler analyzes the irregularities in cometary orbits 
produced by gravitational interactions with the planets. The treatise reflects 
the eighteenth-century effort to place the study of comets on a rigorous 
mathematical foundation and forms part of the broader astronomical research 
carried out at the Imperial Academy of Sciences in Saint Petersburg.

Provenance: Bureau des longitudes (stamp on the title page). Founded in 
1795, the Bureau des Longitudes assembled an important library devoted to 
astronomy, mathematics, navigation, and geodesy, used by leading scientists 
associated with the institution. Over time the collection was gradually dispersed, 
with significantportions transferred to institutions such as the Observatoire de 
Paris, the Bibliothèque de l’Institut de France, and the Bibliothèque nationale 
de France. A further episode of dispersal occurred after the closure of the 
Parc Montsouris observatory in 1983, when materials stored there were partly 
neglected, some were discarded. 

References: OCLC: 36743783, WorldCat, 2 copies; Brunet II, 155; Brüning 
1777.

49 SCHÄFER, Dr. Wilhelm. Chonologische sammlung der von den 
frühesten zeiten bis auf unsere tage in Sachsen und den benachbarten ländern 
gemachten Beobachtungen über das Erscheiden von Kometen... Dresden und 
Leipzig, Arnoldischen Buchhandlung, 1835. 12mo (177 x 106 mm), 132 pp, 
large folding lithographic frontispiece (250 x 400 mm), contemporary pink 
paper cover, as issued, modern slipcase.

SOLD

First edition of this extremely rare publication describing the appearances 
of comets in Germany (Saxony and neighbouring regions) from the earliest 
times up to the beginning of the nineteenth century. It is illustrated with a 
magnificent black-ground lithographic frontispiece depicting ten comets. 

Provenance: P. Véron (Bookplate). 
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