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Detail item 18.

Dear Customer

For our first catalogue of 2026 we have compiled a selection of our oldest maps and books,
reaching back nearly five and a half centuries to 1482.

For availability please check our website, www.alteagallery.com.

Best wishes

WM_-

Massimo De Martini





























































































A 16th century map of Venice in rare contemporary colour

30 BERTELLI, Donato.

Venetia.

Venice, c.1571. Contemporary hand colour. 180 x 270mm. Trimmed into image top right, narrow margins with a few
nicks elsewhere, small tear. £2,000

An early map of Venice in the
form of a bird's-eye view, with
the buildings shown in profile.
Under the map is an extensive
key.

MORETTO: 24.

S/N 22966



The first printed map of the continent of America
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31 MUNSTER, Sebastian.

Novae Insula.
Basle: Henri Petri, 1572, Latin edition. Woodcut, sheet 310 x 390mm. A very fine example. £6,000

A good, dark printing of Munster's landmark map, the first
to attempt to show America as a continent, yet
demonstrating how little was known. On the map a narrow
isthmus divides the Atlantic and Pacific in the region of the
Carolinas, based on Verrazzano, and Yucatan is an island.
The large island of Zipangri off the west coast is not
California but Japan, based on the narrative of Marco Polo
but a few years before any recorded visit to the islands by
Europeans. The Philippines appear as an 'archipelago of
7448 islands'. The large vignette ship is the 'Victoria, the
only survivor of Magellan's fleet of four.

This map, published in Munster's 'Cosmographiae
Universalis', contained two 'firsts': it was the first atlas map
to depict North and South America together and to use the
name 'Pacific' (as 'pacificum’).

BURDEN: 12, not noting the shortened title, omitting the usual ' XXVI Nova Tabula'.

S/N 25013



An early town plan of Venice
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32 BRAUN, Georg & HOGENBERG, Frans.

Venetia.
Cologne, c.1572, Latin text edition. Original colour. 340 x 485mm. Narrow lateral margins. £3,800

A classic 16th century map-view of Venice published in the 'Civitates Orbis Terrarum/, the first systematic
series of printed town plans. Copied from Bolognino Zaltieri's plan of c.1565, it has a costume vignette and a
153-point key under the map.

S/N 25936




An Italian plan of Tripoli under siege by the Ottomans in 1551

33 LAFRERI, Antonio.

Tripoli Citta di Barbaria.

Venice, ¢.1573. 300 x 435mm. Trimmed to
plate top and bottom, remargined with old
paper. £2,400

A separate-issue plan of Tripoli,
depicting the Knights Hospitaller
under siege by the Ottomans in 1551,
will the walled city surrounded by
artillery positions on land and galleys
filling the seas.

This is an example of the second state,
with the title added but before the

addition of Duchetti's publication line.

BIFOLCO & RONCO: 139, state ii of v.

S/N 25312




A rare plan of Djerba under siege by the Ottomans in 1551

34 LAFRERI, Antonio.

Fortezza di Gerbi.
Venice, ¢.1573. 275 x 400mm. Some restoration. £1,500

A separate-issue early plan of Jarbah Hawmat-as on
the Tunisian island of Djerba during a short-lived
occupation by an alliance of Spanish and Italian
forces, from March to May, 1560. It shows a central
fortress within star-shaped walls, named after the
Christian leaders, including Giovanni Andrea Doria.

BIFOLCO & RONCO: 133, state 3 of 5.

S/N 25313




De Jode's rare cordiform world map in fine original colour

35 DE JODE, Gerard.

Universi Orbis seu Terreni Globi in Plano Effigies. Cum privegio.

Antwerp: G. Smits, 1578. Fine original colour. 335 x 520mm. Small repairs at centre fold, small tears entering plate on
right repaired, small part of right margin restored with contemporary paper. £90,000

An important and rare map of the world, engraved by brothers Jan and Lucas van Doetecum inspired by
Abraham Ortelius's eight-sheet map of 1564. It uses a cordiform (heart-shaped) projection, with wind-heads
around the map and terrestrial and celestial spheres in the bottom corners. On the map above North
America. a 'north-west passage' connects the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, running outside the Arctic Circle,
with Japan at the Pacific end. The Great Southern Continent follows the southern border of the map.

The map was ready for publication in 1571, but De Jode could not get a license to publish his atlas,
apparently because of interference by Ortelius, who wanted to protect his own 10-year privilege for the
'Theatrum'. It was only in 1578 that the 'Speculum Orbis Terrarum' was issued, by which time the title of this
map had been altered, removing Ortelius's name as the source.

This map only appeared in the first edition of the atlas: the second, expanded edition of 1593, published by
Gerard's widow and sons, contained two new world maps, on Mercator's Projection and a polar double-
hemisphere.

Neither edition of the 'Speculum' sold well, as Ortelius's 'Theatrum' already dominated the market. The
second edition was to be the last: after 1600 the plates were bought by Jan Baptiste Vrients, who also
acquired the Ortelius rights, to ensure they were never printed again. Thus all editions of the De Jode maps
are scarce.

SHIRLEY: 124, state ii of at least five.

S/N 25173



The first printed maps of County Durham and Northumberland
It was William Cecil, Lord Burghley, Elizabeth I's Secretary of State, who determined that
England and Wales should be mapped properly, and Seckford who financed Saxton's
work. Saxton was also issued with a Royal Warrant obliging Welsh officials to provide
him with Welsh-speaking guides. The resulting surveys were the basis of county mapping
until the middle of the 18th century, copied for Camden's 'Britannia' and the atlases of
Speed, Blome and Morden.

The printing plates also had a long lifespan: after being eclipsed by John Speed's atlas of
1611, the plates were re-engraved and re-issued in 1642 by William Web; most of the
plates were still being printed as late as 1770.

36 SAXTON, Christopher.

Dunelmensis Episcopatus (Qui comitatus est palatinus) vera et accurata descriptio. An° Dni 1576.
London, 1579. Original colour. 375 x 485mm, sheet with grapes watermark. Slip in lower centre fold repaired.  £3,000

The first published state of Saxton's map of Durham, the first time the county had been represented on a
printed map. It was engraved by Augustus Ryther in 1576 and issued in Christopher Saxton's county atlas
three years later.

The map has a large title cartouche top left, Elizabeth I's royal arms and the arms of Thomas Seckford,
Elizabeth's Master of Requests, in the North Sea, and a scale cartouche with the names of Saxton and Ryther
bottom right.

The towns represented by multiple buildings are Durham ('Duresme'), Bishops Auckland, Hartlepool,
Darlington, Barnard Castle and Staindrop (‘Stayndrop').

S/N 22583

37 SAXTON, Christopher.

Northumbriae Comitatus (Scotiae contignuae) Nova Veraque descriptio.
London, 1579. Original colour. 385 x 465mm, bunch of grapes watermark. Some toning of paper. £3,000

The first published state of Saxton's map of Northumberland, the first time the county had been represented
on a printed map. It is decorated with a strapwork title cartouche, the Arms of Elizabeth I and Thomas
Seckford, a pair of compasses for the scale and Saxton's inscription, and banderoles for the cardinal points.
Christopher Saxton was commissioned to survey England and Wales in 1570, financed by Seckford and
encouraged by the Queen's Privy Council, headed by the Secretary of State, Lord Burghley.

The maps were engraved between 1574-1578 (this is the only one without an engraved date) and published
as an atlas in 1579. It is not signed by the engraver.

S/N 26139






A rare 16th century miniature map of Cyprus
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36 FERRETTI, Francesco.

Ragionevol' Forma et Vera Postura del' Isola di Cipro.

Ancona: F. Salvioni, 1579-80. 135 x 90mm. Narrow margins, as issued. £1,400
A scarce map of Cyprus within a circle with only a few place names and two sea monsters.

It was engraved by Michel' Angelo Marrelli for 'Diporti Notterni Dialloghi...!, a small military manual that
contained 28 maps of islands. The author, Francesco Ferreti (1523-93), was a Knight of the Order of St
Stephen, which was founded by Cosimo I de' Medici to help fight the Ottomans and pirates of the

Mediterranean and had participated at the great Battle of Lepanto less than a decade earlier.

Dedicated to Francesco de'Medici, Cosimo's son and successor as Grand Duke of Tuscany, the manual's
maps are of the Mediterranean islands most at risk, with a map of Britain being the only exception.

ZACHARAKIS: 1518.

S/N 21835



A 16th century woodblock map of the Old World

39 BUNTING, Heinrich.

Die eigentliche und warhafftige gestalt der Erden und des Meers. Cosmographia Universalis.
Magdeburg, 1581, German text. 310 x 375mm. Repairs to margins. £1,800

A crude representation of the Old World (but with the tip of South America bottom left corner), from
Buinting's 'Itinerarium Sacrae Scriptura..., his re-imagining of the Bible as a travel book.

Although it is more conventional than Biinting's maps of the world as a cloverleaf and Asia as Pegasus, the
silhouette of his Europe as a queen can be discerned. Paradoxically the title translates as 'The true shape of
the World and the Oceans'.

On the map are marked 'Meroé', the
mythical tombs of the Nubian Kings,
and the Kingdom of Prester John. There
is also a landmass the rough shape of
Australia, in roughly the right place:
however it is named 'India
Meridionalis'.

SHIRLEY: World 143; NORWICH: 18.

S/N 24728




An important 16th century compilation of travels and voyages
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40 RAMUSIO, Giovanni Battista.

Primo volume, & Terza editione Delle Navigationi et Viaggi... [&] Secondo Volume... [&] Terzo Volume Dell
Navigationi et Viaggi...

Venice: Stamperia de Giunti, 1563, 1583 & 1556 (First Edition). Three volumes. folio (310 x 210mm), later uniform
vellum. Vol 1: title+[vi}+394 numbered leaves, three double-page engraved maps. Vol 2: 16 leaves (including title,
numbered to 18 but complete) + 20 unnumbered leaves (index)+256+90 numbered leaves, woodcut of rhubarb in text.
Vol 3: 6 numbered leaves incl. title + 34+453 numbered leaves, 7 double-page maps, 1 single page, other woodcuts in
text. Ink collector's stamp of title and endpapers.
some foxing throughout. Vol 1: hole in title with old
patch, leaves 8 & 9 partially detached, the three maps
with damage near centre fold. Vol 2: leaves 16 & 17
partially detached. Vol 3: some paper damage from
damp t bottom of first six numbered leaves; old ink
marginalia in text and on woodcut of Temistitan;
numbers of the double-page maps affected by binder's
trimming. £32,500

A complete set of the three volumes of
Ramusio's 'Raccolta di Navigationi et Viaggi'
from different editions, but uniformly bound.
The 'Raccolta’, a collection of travel accounts,
was the first such compilation of both historical
and recent narratives of discovery and was
based on the last reports received by the
Venetian state.

The first volume (first published in 1550, this
volume the third edition), containing the travels
of the Portuguese navigators along Africa and to




the Indian Ocean, and is illustrated
with the famous 'up-side down' maps
of Africa, south Asia and the Far East.

The third volume was completed in
1556, before the second, and recounts
the histories of the Spanish and
French in America, as well as the 1563
voyage of Cesare Fedrici to India, Sri
Lanka and Sumatra. The maps are
Cusco, Nuova Francia, Brazil, Africa,
Sumatra, Hochelaga and the
Americas, and were printed from the
rare first woodblocks, which were
soon after destroyed by fire in 1557. A
second set of the woodblock were cut
for the 1565 edition, which had been
attacked by woodworm by the 1606
edition.

The second volume comes from the
first printing. It begins with Marco
Polo and continues with other
descriptions of the Central Asia,
Tartary and the East Indies.

S/N 24633
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A superb 16th century map of Denmark
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41 JORDAN, Mark.

Danorum Marca, vel Cimbricum, aut Daniae Regnum...

Cologne, ¢.1588, Latin text edition. Original colour with later addition. 390 x 470mm. Small repair in bottom margin.
£2,000

One of the most decorative maps of Denmark, taken from Jordan's map of Denmark of 1585, which includes

Schleswig and Holstein. The dedication is to Heinrich, Graf von Rantzau (1526-98), Governor of Holstein,
historian and patron of Jordan

and Tycho Brahe. He was a
regular correspondent with
both Gerard Mercator and
Braun & Hogenberg; it is this
link that accounts for this map
being the only country map in
Braun & Hogenberg's
'Civitates Orbis Terrarum', the
first series of printed town
plans. The cartouches,
galleons, sea-monsters and
allegorical figures make this a
classic collector's map.

S/N 24406



A 16th century pilgrimage to Jerusalem
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42 ZUALLART, Jean.

11 Devotissimo Viaggio di Gierusalemme. Fatto, e descritto in sei Libri. Dal Signor Giovanni Zvallado,
Cavaliere del Santiss. Sepolcro di N.S. I'Anno M.D.LXXXVI. Aggiontiui disegni in Rame di vary Luoghi di
Terra S. & altri Paesi. Di nuovo ristampato, e corretto.

Rome: Domenico Basa, 1595. Second, corrected edition. 8vo, full vellum gilt, title in ink on spine; six books in one, pp.
(16) + 17-351 + (14)(index); 46 engraved plates (1 folding, 28 full page, 17 half-page). Binding worn at edges. pp. 160-
177 misbound, 2 plates (Mount of Olives and Eastern Mediterranean) duplicated on purpose. £3,200

The account of a pilgrimage from Venice to Jerusalem by Jean Zuallart (1541-1634) with Philippe de Mérode,
baron de Frentzen, setting off in June 1586
and returning in November. His account
was first published the following year.

Zuallart's text advises how to proepare for
such a journey, describes the places on his
route, including Cyprus, and gives a
detailed account of Jerusalem and the holt
sites.
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The plates, engraved by Natale Bonifacio,
include plans of Venice (Moretto 36) and
Jerusalem (Laor 1170), maps of Italy and
Greece, Zante, Cyprus (Baynton-
Williams/Scolari 37), the Eastern
Mediterranean (used twice, to illustrate
the voyage out and the return) and Tripoli.

LIBRO SECONDO: 4
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S/N 23825



First issue of Rumold Mercator's map of Europe
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43 MERCATOR, Rumold.

Europa, ad magnae Europae Gerardi Mercatoris P. imitationem, Rumoldi Mercatoris F. cura edita, servato
tamen initio longitudinis ex ratione magnetis, quod Pater in magna sua universali posuit.

Duisberg, Heirs of Gerard Mercator, 1595 or 1602, Original colour. 390 x 480mm. Paper lightly toned. £2,500

The rare first issue of an important map of Europe, still published by the Mercator family. The map was
drawn by Rumold Mercator from the wall map of the world by his father Gerard Mercator. Although this
map is using the most up-to-
date cartography, it still
depicts Novaya Zemlya as
part of one of the four islands
surrounding the North Pole,
and the mythical islands of
Friesland, Drogeo, St Brandain
and Brasil.

It appeared in the 'Atlas sive
Cosmographicae Meditationes
de Fabrica Mundi et Fabricati
Figura', published in 1595, the
year after Gerard's death.

VAN DER KROGT: 1:011.

S/N 24298



A classic 16th century map of South America

44 LINSCHOTEN, Jan Huygen van.

Delineatio omnium orarum totius Australis partis Americae...
Amsterdam, c.1596. Coloured. 395 x 530mm. Binding folds flattened, narrow lateral margins. £8,000

A highly decorative map of South America, engraved by Arnold Florent van Langeren for Linschoten's
'Itinerario', a manual for sailing to the East Indies. Orientated with north to the right, the West Indies and
Florida are shown in some detail on the right; on the left Terra del Fuego, the landmass south of the Straits of
Gl UG v, Mz?gellan, spreads out to fill the entire
) i height of the map.

The map displays all the features that
made this period the golden age of
decorative cartography: the titles, in
Latin and Dutch, are within strapwork
cartouches, as is the scale; in the sea are
a finely-engraved compass rose, sea-
monsters and galleons. In the interior
are vignettes of natives and animals
based on de Bry.

S/N 22752



Magini's edition of Ptolemy's Geography
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45 MAGINI, Giovanni Antonio.

Geografia cioe Descrittione Universale della Terra Partita in due volumi, Nel Primo de' quali si contengono
gli Otto Libri della Geographia di CI. Tolomeo...

Venice: Giovanni Battista & Giorgio Galignani, 1597-8. Quarto, contemporary vellum rebacked; 2 parts in 1; title; pp.
(ii) + (124) + (44) + [blank] + (28) (index); and title + 424 (pages numbered by leaf) + (57) (index); full-page world
map and 63 maps set in the text. Hinges cracked at base of spine, corners worn, inner hinges taped; damp stains and
wear to early pages, laef 69 with staining and cracking. £6,000

Ptolemy's Geography translated into Italian and corrected by Magini (1555-1617), Professor for Astronomy,
Astrology and Mathematics at the University of Bologna. Both the Ptolemaic and modern maps were mostly
reduced from Mercator's atlas by Girolamo Porro, predating the official Hondius pocket atlas by nearly a
decade, although a few maps (for example the second world, America, Northern Europe and North Pacific)
are derived from Ortelius.

S/N 24449
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