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One of Four Known CopiessRobert Ait kendAesopi rst A

Few works aimed at a juvenile audience were more popular in British North America than
A e s oFphies Alongside school books like primers, spelling and ABC books, grammars, and
dictionaries, more than a dozen edition®\ekopin Latin, Greek, and English were available in
colonial bookstores throughout the first thipearters of the eighteenth century. Unlike typical
school books, however, children readsopat times of leisure and for their own pleasure, despite
its didactic purpose of moral instructioi¥et for all of its popularity, if not ubiquity, every copy
in America was imported from publists and booksellers on the other side of the Atlantic. Not
until a year after the Declaration of Independence formally broke political ties with Great Britain
did an American publisher issue an American edition. In 1777, as Revolution raged, Philadelphia
printer, binder, and bookseller Robert Aitkevho later gained fame for publishing the first full
English Bible printed in the United Statessued-ables of Aesop and Othérsn Samuel Cr o
translation and with nearly two hundred woodcut illustragi In all, some 16 different American
editionsofAesopyoul d appear before 180 0Wetdaeonlythrek e n 6 s
institutional copies, and none has ever been offered at auction or in the trade
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Thetextitself, of course, requires little introduction. Attributed to a qumagthical Greek
(or perhaps African) storyteller and philosopher of the 6th century B. C., perhaps enslaved, perhaps
from the colony of Mesembria in ancient Thrace (or perhaps from Phrygehs Sardia, or even
Ethiopia), theFables of Aesofs the most widely read, translated, printed, and illustrated work of
classical antiquity. It was the very first such text to appear in print, published by humanist scholar
Bonus Accursius in Médn c. 1478, with William Caxton producing his famous illustrated edition
in English in 1485. Anthropomorphic animals, as often as not, take center stage as the primary
protagonists and villains, their humorous antics imparting serious lessom®rals-on ethical
life. Originally intended for adults, tHeableshave come to be seen as didactic tales for children
since the beginning of the printing press era. Indeed, even Accursius himself, in an opening note
that precedes his printing of tRablesnGr eek and Latin, dedicates his
children...that they may readily understand bot

Robert Aitken,too, expected his edition @&esop-itself a first-to reach an audience of

children; the | ines of his brief dedi cation r ea
Uni ted States of Ameri ca: This new edition of (
their most obedi n t humbl e servant, R. Ait ken, the edit ol

significant than mere salesmanship, a pandering appeal to customersfuhaeasentallyan act
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oft reason, and a bold one at that. lttlefmorethann 17
a squabbling band of breakaway colonies and their temporary government, its army under General
Washington suffering a series of defeats that would culminate in the loss of Philadelphia after the
Battle of Brandywine in September 1777. Just two years earlier, as publishePehtisylvania
Magazine Aitken had sought to maintain a neutral stance on the emerging political crisis, as much
a practical realitypf business as a reflection of his own beliefs. That aim, however, was challenged
almost immediately thanks to his choice of contributing editor, Thomas Paine, whose tenure at the
magazine began with its second issue of February 1775. Paine had atlyuprin Philadelphia

the previous November, at the urging of Benjamin Franklin, having left behind a string of personal
and professional failures in London. Ai t ker
was there at the magazine thatrfeaileveloped the unique authorial voice that soon would move

a generation of royal subjects to declare themselves free.

One of Paineds favorite |iterary genres d
over a dispute about compensation) was the fable, which he found especially useful for delivering
his more radical or dangeropuws apo lointei wd !l hii e g
it comes as |little surprise that AiAesopnor hi ms

that he would select the version of English writer tladslator Samuel Croxall, which had first
appeared in London in 1722. Croxall, like Paine, saw the fable as a means for conveying political
lessons to adolescent readers, and he ended the Preface of his volume with a siatdou=u

i n Ai t koethatsentersithetpolitical spirit of his translation:

Professing (accordinig the Principle on which the following Applications
arebuilt) that | ama Lover of Liberty and Truth; an enemy to Tyranny,
either in the Chuttor State and one who detests Party Animosities and
factious Divisionsas much as | wish the Peaa®d Prosperity of my
County [in Larkin 2005:43].

Suchwor ds were radical enough in Croxall 6s own
in 1777 they were defiantindeetNe s houl d r e c o g n ipanéd dnly mdntasr 6 s e
before British troops marched into his city, as the Revolutionary text it is, perhaps the first

literary work intended for the children of the would-be American nation With the exceptions

of RobeFablesBR2dd dlseybdbs transl ation) published
of theNew England Primer and Ant h &mladelfia 8pellmgBodds 76, 1779) and

First Book for Children(1778), practically no works aimed at a juvenile audience were produced

in the United Stateswling the years from 1776 to 1781.

The first AitkenAesopof 1777 contains 19fables each illustrated by a preceding woodcut
engraving;, eleven of these are signed by #A J
illustrators of the late 18th century,andthefula ge fronti s. i s siWemed b
have locatedonly three institutional copies-AAS, the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, and
Johns Hopkins-ma ki ng it among the rarest. Eathofdhede A me
is imperfect. The AAS copy lacks two leaves; the frontis. and thirteen leaves are mutilated; and
ink splotches mar illustrations on five pages. The Hopkins tamgkgsignatures B, K4-6, and
gathering L. with many other leaves torn and stained. Finally, Welch (1963:190) notes that pages
127-131 of the HSP copy are worm eaten. We can trace no copies ever apgeauictipn or in
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the trade, nor do we finany examples in the great privatellectionsof the pastnot even in the
libraries ofPennypackemRosenbachpr Sniderfamed Philadelphia collectosd!.

This recently discovered example, which opens Catalogue 8, does have condition issues of
its own, but even with these it ranks second only to the HSP copy, depending on the extent of the
|l atterds insect damage. | nge8W106 have moderategedge her i n g
wear, with loss into the central portions of three leaves. Pages 97/98 and 99/100 of this gathering
have each lost the lower half of the leaf, costing three woodcuts and a section of text. There is an
old (but professionakape repair to pages 61/62 and 63/64, while pagdstgave a small hole in
the center of the page that is slightly larger in pag&svith some loss of text. There are several
page tears, most of which are short and marginal, but otherwise the ¢kdrissave for an old
historical society stamp on the verso of the title page. The leather binding is worn but altogether
original. In sum, itis a good, unsophisticated copy of an excessively rare and important American
c hi | dr ethedfisst abdmmylkexample ever to reach the market

Relevant sources:

Kiedel, George C.

1903 The Editio Princeps of the Greek AEsopmerican Journal of Philolog24(3):304317.

Larkin, Edward

20 Thomas Paine and the Literature of Revoluti@ambridge University Press, Cambridge

Wel ¢ h, DAl t® A.

1963 A Bibliographyof American Children's BookBrinted Prior to 1821A-C. Proceedings of
the American Antiquarian Society:121324.

Wolf, Edwin Il

1988 The Book Culture of a Colonial American CiBhiladelphia Books, Bookmen, and
Booksellers Clarendon Press, Oxford.

[Chi |l dr en 64 ek oFpbéey. &#ABLESSOF AESOP AND OTHERS, TRANSLATED
INTO ENGLISH. WITH INSTRUCTIVE APPLICATIONS; AND A PRINT BEFORE EACH
FABLE. BY SAMUEL CROXALL, D.D. LATE ARCHDEACON OF HEREFORD. THE

FIRST AMERICAN EDITION,CAREFULLY REVISED, AND IMPROVED. Printed And Sold

By R. Aitken Bookseller, Opposite The London @efHouse, FronStreet,Philadelphia, 1777
[MDCCLXXV II]. Frontis[ii], t.[i], [ii -xvi], [i], 2-318, [319331]pp. 12mo (16.5 cm)Bound in
original sheep with five raised bands, worn, hinges split but holding. Old historical society stamp
on verso of title page. Damage to gathering K (see above description), else guedidn a box

by Wiering[Welch 18.1; Evans 15230; ESTC W6760; not in Roseribach

1. SOLD.
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The Only LocatedExample: J e r e mi @opiesfBraMuiting s

Of all the fundamental skills, if not arts, deemed superfluous in a digital age, few have felt
the sting as keenly as penmanship. Yet before Times Roman, before typewriters, formal training
in the rules of good handwriting was as essential to a proper education as spelling, grammar, and
arithmetic (all of which seem to be following a similar patiaigital oblivion). By the middle of
the 18th centurywriting schools were common throughout Great Britain and its North American
colonies, particularly New England, commanded by imperious writing masters loathed by students
for their highhandednessa severity. Most students learned, at a minimum, tteead | ed fir o
texto and Around hand eéthedfarmei ipessentidilyaavaogereatsion af ¢ ¢
the latter-using British texts complete with engraved copperplate illustrations.

The first copybook pr oTthaAeneridan instructoh @r, Youmd o n i
Mano6s Be s t,wd ssugddyBenamin Franklin and David Hall in 1748. This work and
its many 18tkcentury editions, however, were faithful copies of British prototypes. The first truly
American copybookwaBhe Wr i ti ng S,compilechandipanted sy ssaiah Thamats
in 1785. More than a dozen ot her s A@alectiod app
of Copies for Writingprinted at Philadelphia in 1798 his is only thethird known example; of
the two recorded copies, one is incomplete amkither canbe located

Y COPIES FOR

R,
=

PHILADELPHI




parents, signed in type and dated Philadelphi, 7th Mo. 12th 1798, which is followed by a set of
instructions for holding the pen and sitting to write. Pages 5 through 36, comprising the bulk of

by

ot her i
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A COLLECTION, &c. *
———————

Al

: in i) to /A VOID idlencts.  Avoid di joms .
%.Q'QI i’h}\ %:% fmﬁt‘in s u’ﬂ t%q Abandon ﬁn:xc:st.le - A:énd lgxi;l\hv}::&m iy 8
Wig, O, Ty N 08 Yy ; i :

5 gpoulq Up,, ? the thoy, op YA void contention. Avoid bad boys.
abo'eule uh: le&‘,"‘&g“"cfm?ble ld Be > %& prudently. Accufe none falfely.
_ﬁhgel_ the R, th frmn‘}ﬁx. Y fi Vot . Avoid extremes. Abandon every fin.
lngl l\q“e:n, BN ig t},eﬂ . {l::pm; Avoid controverfy. Avoid evil companions.

~the the]?d'ne'ardle 8 50\%»* y & void ftrife. Abftain from evil.
itg Sagg ly o Ogep’ h;; By void temptation. Affe@ation is odious.
.. O ind_bov “: of ) Qi NgAvoid bad men. Aflociate with the wife.
d 8eny th oy ith ;S‘i\ g, A&t with caution. Alms impeverith none
Apg g theg, S an Y I, e g void every fin:
?in g Tale 1< e fq,.‘ Acquire ufeful knowledge.
Ue ti‘he’ ;tbon'te : l’lp;"k Avoid enfnaring company.
0O

Y Attempt nothing rafhly. -
Wil tak, Ol All viee is infectious.
W SEN 3 Accufe not the abfent. - oo
A bz.xd example is infeQiouss
.. Artis gained by labour.. '
Attend to goxl advice.
e

Relatively little is known of Jeremiah Paul himself. He was a member of the large Quaker
community at Woodbury, New Jersey, as early as 1774, when he became the first master of the
townds fi

r st school house, t he
Paul hi msel f, was t hat AnThe

nfectious distempero

A Collection of Copies for Writingpens with a brief dedication to instructors of youth and

the volume, consist of lines for copyigdages, aphorisms, and turns of phraflearranged

alphabetically from A to Z. After this collection is an appendix of sorts with examples of business
forms such as receipts and orders, bills of exchange, pdeabbnds, and stamp duties upon bills

8

o gtipufatedrpdrhafsc h o o |
teacher shal

(Carter 1938:19).
the river to Philadelphia, whehe took a bettgraying position as schoolmaster of the prestigious

Friends Academy on Fourth Street near Chestnut, founded by Willian Penn in 1689. He was also
paid to serve as caretaker and sweeper of the Latin School. In additio€tiléction of Copies
for Writing, Paul wrote or compiled at least two other instructional t&kies AmericarPreceptor's
Assistant Containing aSystem ofPractical Arithmetic (1801) and a second editiofhe Child's
Assistant: Containing, a Plain and Easyroduction to Arithmeti¢1804).

S

u
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(pp. 3%45). He also includes a set of arithmetical tables for numeration, addition, subtraction, and
multiplication; tables for the denominations and converting of both British and Federal currencies
(pp.4850); and a range of weights and measures (pp4». He ends with a short note:

| am persuaded, that, if young beginners would commit the preceding
tables to memory, previous to any attempt at calculating, they would not
stumble, as many do, at the very threshold of the science. At least, a perfect
knowledge of each table ought to be acquired, before any example, dependent
thereon, is undertaken.

J. P.
Philadelphia, 2d Mo. 25th, 1799.
No. 35, S. 4th Street.

This, as noted, i s t KCellectiomofCapiesfar Writingthlissl copy o
definitive bibliography American Writing Masters andopybooksRay Nash identifies one other
copy,i n Marian S. Carsonds extraordinary coll ectic
was gifted to the Library of Congress, but Paul
our copy, Carsonds was b ounpmissing. birdike thé @adonwr ap s v

copy, which lacked page 49/50, this one is complete. There is no record of copies at auction, but
Midland offered an unbound copy for $20 in 1946, current whereabouts unkiaesoich, ours
is likely the only complete surviving example of this early American copybook

Relevant sources:

Carter, Benjamin F.

1939 History of Woodbury, New Jersey, from 1681 to 1986lume 1 Gloucester Publishing
Co.,Gloucester, NJ.

Nash, Ray

1959 American Writing Masters and Copybookéistory and Bibliography through Colonial
Times Colonial Society of Massachusetts, Boston.

Straub, Jean S.

1967 Teaching in the Friends' Latin SchoolRifiladelphia in the Eighteenth Centuiyhe
Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biograptiy4):434456.

[PenmanshipEarly American Copybooks Jeremiah PaulA COLLECTION OF COPIE$OR
WRITING, ALPHABETICALLY ARRANGED. Printed by Budd & Bartram, No. 58 North
Second Street, Philadelphia. Copyright secured according to law, 179%. 36mo (14 cm).
Stabstitched as issued in marbled paper wraps, lacking front wrapper; enclosed in later drab gray
paper covers, edgeworn. Chip on outer corner of p. 47/48 costing two letters on each page, light
scattered soiling, overall very gofffivans 34315; Nash p. p2

2. SOLD.

10



Catalogue 7, Fall 2023

A Unique Shakespeare: The First American Edition offitus Andronicus

In October 1774, the First Continental Congress passed the Articles of Association, barring
all trade and cultural exchange with Great Britain. Although most of its stipulations dealt with the
practicalities of enforcement, Article 8 was altogether different, demonstratipgahter i ot s 6 r
to put asidérivial pleasure$ or t he durati on of t hal.exlobiione g c o
of shews, playsand other expensive diversions and entertainment¢ i n Johnson 200
bans on profgsional stagecraft extended into the Early Repuhloat until 1793 did Massachusetts
finally act to repeal its antheater lawsbut once performances could legally be staged again the
first American editions of Shakespeare followed. David and Johnphasiiced the earliest such
editions ofHamletand Twelfth Nightat Boston in 1794. Then, from 1795 to 1796, printers John
Bioren and Patrick Madan of Philadelphia publisiibd Works of William Shakespeatemplete
in eight 12mo volumes. Five years later, Bioren (under his own name) issued an unknown number
of these plays as separate editions. All buHaisiletandTwelfth Nightrepresent the first separate
appearances of any of Sh aklldesepeasepleasdesto offdrthey s 1 n
unigue andpreviously unrecorded first separate edition ofTitus Andronicus No other copies
of Biorenbs separate editions have reached t

E o e g
TITUS ANDRONICUS.

e e

S v—

-

Titus Andronicus s bot h Shakespeareds earliest tra
Rome. Thought to have been written between 1588 and-it588s probably first performed in
1594-it is also one of his most controversial plays due to its disturbing, if attigrus, brutality
and violence. Over the centuries some scholars have debated whether Shakespehitasarote
whether it was c@uthored with another playwright, but practically all modern scholars include it
within the Shakespearean candiituswas the second tragedy published in the famous First Folio
of 1623 and was the third play in Volume VII of the Philadelphia complete works, itself the first
such gathering of Shakespeareds plays publis
noo e in their preface to the set that dAln pre
themselves as much as possible, by an elegant type and good paper, to do credit to the American
press. Conscious of their solicitude to deserve appomhdtiey hope that their efforts have not
been entirely unsuccessfulo (I, p. Xii). As
Bioren, fACertainly it fulfilled its promiseo

In 1801, perhaps in response to the growing number of Shakespearean stage productions
and the need for working copies, Bioren reissued as separate editions some of the plays previously
published in the compleW&orks Wecanlocateten such editions, including tAétus Andronicus
that we describe for the first time here (see list or8p. Each of the ten known separates seems
to consist of sheets from the original printing, possibly disbound from unsold sets and issued with

11
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JOHN BIOREN SEPARATE EDITIONS OF SHAKESPEAREO PLAYS ISSUEDIN 1801

1) Twelfth Night; Or What you Will

OCLC: Folger. [three copies, likely all from trade records].

Sale: C. 1. ABPC (Vol. 5): Bangs (1899), sewed, lacks port. ($4.00); C. 2: Pennypacker,
Henkels (1907), half morocco, with portrait ($23); C. 3: Henkels (1913), lacks port.

2) Timon of Athens

OCLC: Folger. Halftitle, lacks port.

Sale: C. 1: Pennypacker, Henkels (1907), half morocco, lacks port. ($18.25).

3) King John.

OCLC: Folger. Disbound, lacks port.

Sale C. 1: Pennypacker, Henkels (1907), lacks port., cloth ($18).

4) Winterés Tale

OCLC: Princeton. Lacks port., manuscript additions for stageuction.

Sale No copies.

5) Romeo and Juliet

OCLC: AAS. Halftitle.

Sale: No copies.

6) Hamlet

OCLC: State Library of Pennsylvania.
Sale: No copies.

7) Trolius and Cressida

OCLC: New York Society Library. Bound in pamphlet volume, lapkst.
Sale: No copies.

8) Much Ado about Nothing

OCLC: Yale. Imperf., wanting pp.-2 (halttitle) and all after p. 72, lacks port.
Sale: No copies.

99 Mi dsummer Ni.ght 6s Dream

OCLC: Digital only.

Sale: No copies.

10)Titus Andronicus

OCLC: Nocopies.

Sale: This copy only.

a new title page identifying it as the AFir:
of Shakespeare included as the frontis. in Vol. | of the complete works, but other copies appear to
have been bound without it. All retain their originagjpeation. That these editions were produced

in something of a hurry is suggested by the poor orientation Jitile Andronicusitle page, the

mi sspelling of the tAndrdnieu3 it s@eldf posbebtdyoppec
Shakespeay; which differs from the titles in the compl&erksand in some of the other separate
issues.Wetracen o n e o f sdparaiereditiords st auction or in the trade since 1913, and

only Twelfth Nightis known in more than a singleexample In contrast, OCLC lists more than

two dozen institutional copies of the Bostdamletof 1794, a copy of whic
2010 for $8125. Another copy was more recently offered at the 2024 NYABF for $12,500. Three
Bioren separate editior3welfthNight, Timon of AthensandKing John-made $23, $18.25, and

$18, respectively, at the 1907 Pennypacker sale; all are now at the Folger.

13
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A C e SCENE I

i Before the Ca}ilol in Rame. .

Enter the Tiibusies and. Senators a/;ft, as in ths Semz!e.
Then enter Saturninus and bis followers, at one door ;
ard Baffianus and his jbl/wver: at the other s <w:tb
drum and calour.f. 5

An important new addition to American Shakespeariana

Relevant sources:

Carson, Marian S. and Marshall W.Swvan

1949 John Bioren: Printer to Philadelphia PublishePapers of the Bibliographical Society of
Americad3(3):321334.

Johnson, Odai

2006 Absence and Memory in Colonial American Theatre: Fiorelli's Plasiaigrave
Macmillan, New York.

McManaway, James G.

1964 Shakespeare in the United Stafe8ILA 79(5):513518.

Murphy, Andrew

2003 Shakespeare in Print: A History and Chronology of Shakespeare PublisGargbridge
University Press, Cambridge.

[Early American TheatetShakespeare]. William Shakespeare. TITUS ANRONICUS [sic]. BY
WILLIAM SHAKSPEARE [sic], CORRECTED FROM THE LATEST AND BEST LONDON
EDITIONS, WITH NOTES BY SAMUEL JOHNSON, L.L.D. First American Edition. Printed
and sold by JohBioren, No. 88 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, 1801. [SLBD Lackdrontis.
portrait. 12mo (17 cm). Disbounlifjht soiling and foxing.In a box by Wiering.Good.

3. SOLD.

14
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John Gurl ey 6s ABSpeataulaaNew Qrieans JokePrinting

John Ward Gurley was struck dead in New Orleans on March 3, 1808, at the tender age of
twenty-nine. At the time of his death, he was serving as attegeagral for the newly established
Territory of Orleans, as registrar of the land office, and asdaammp to the governor, William
C. C. Claiborne, who had appointed the young-eiding a degree from Yalattorney general
four years earlier. By most measures, Gurl e
national level, seemed prelained. Yet to his constituents in New Orleans, among whom he was
as well known for his hot temper and quickness to duel as for his political acumen, it must have
come as no surprise when pistol and ball sent him to his grave. Early the next dagrtsgral
friends issued a hastily printed notice in English and French, inviting guests to the funeral at four
t hat afternoon, adding that @AThe corpse is d
street [son Corps sera exposé chez M. Wm Simpso r ue Dauphine] . o Thi
surely among the most haunting such notices in the genre, especially for its time antt place.
appears to be the earliest survivingpecimen ofNew Orleansjob printing .

Born at Lebanon, Connectucut, in 1778, Gurley was the eldest son of Rev. John Gurley, a
graduate of Yale College (1773) and first pa
Parish. The younger Gurley seems not to have received a colleggiedpuin 1796 he was taken
into the office of John Lowell, an attorney in Suffolk County, Massachusetts, to train for a career
in law. Three years later, he was admitted to the bar and given an honorary Master of Arts degree
from Yale. Soon Gurley wasoving in prominent political and legal circles, even leasing a Court
Street, Boston, house owned by John Adams in 1803. He broke the terms of his lease later that
year, at about the same time as his announcement that he was leaving for New Orleans.

i
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\ MESSIEURS LT DAMES
= . . . 4 o A AATA LNy
THE Citizens of New-Orleans and et

VOUS étes priés d’assister au
Convoi , Sérvice et Interrement de

Jew le Magor YOHN WARD GUR-

LEY, Avocat Généraldu Territoire,

its vicinity are requested to attend “the
Juneral of Magor JOHN WARD GUR-
LEY, Attorney General of the Terri-
tory, this evening, Friday the 4th 'ri"w{; décédé hier a 2 heures apres ‘midi;
a: Foyr o’clock in the afternoon, L’ Enterrement se fera avjourdhui a
4 heures dusoir,son Corps sera exposé

The Corpse is deposited at the house Yo r
‘- 1o g chex M. WmSimpson, rue Dauphin.e.

of War. Sraxtpsony Esg. Daupihin street. . . :
De la part de ses parens et amis.

Nouvelle- Orléans , le 4 Mars 1808.
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THE Citizens of New-Orlrans‘ and
its vicinity are requested to attend the
Juneral of Mayor JOHN WARD GUR-
}“ ;{I},’,,/,,\ LEY, Attorney General of the T:errit

Ny tory, this evening, Friday the Athtinst.

at Foyr d’clock in the afternoon,

0 The Corpse is deposited at the house
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of War, Siarpsony EsQ. Dauphin street.
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MESSIEURS LT DAMES,
VOUS étes priés dassister au
Convoi , Sérvice et Interrement de
Jeu le Magor YOHN WARD GUR-
LEY, Avocat Généraldu Territoire,
décédé hier a 2 heures aprés midi;
L’ Enterrement se fera avjourdhui a
4 heures du soir, son Cor ps sera exposé
chez VM. Wm Simpson, rue Dauphin.e.
De la part de ses parens et amis.
Nouvelle- Orléans , le 4 Mars 1808.
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In 1718,JeanBaptiste Le Moyne de Bienvillgovernor of Louisiana, had established New
Orleans on high ground in a crescent beadrthe mouth of theMississippiRiver, naming it in
honor of thé=renchregent, Rilippe I, Duke ofOrléans It became the capitol of French Louisiana
in 1722 and was soon the most populous city in the territory, although it still held only about 7000
people when Napoleon sold it to the United States as part of the Louisiana Purchase in 1803. New
Orleans retimed its capitol status under the American flag, but its charge was reduced to a much
smaller portion of the former French territory. All of the newly purchased lands south of the 33rd
parallel were organized as the Territory of Orleans, whilegbeof the unorganized lands were
designated as the District of Louisiana (later Louisiana Territory), its capitol at St. Louis. When
the Territory of Orleans was admitted as a state in 1812, it took the name Louisiana, and the former
Louisiana Territorybecame Missouri Territory. New Orleans would serve as capitol of the State
of Louisiana until 1846, when the state legislature voted to move the seat of government upstream
to Baton Rouge out of concern for the | arger <ci

Nouvelle- Orléans , le 4 Mars 1808.

That reputation was no less scurrilous when John Ward Gurley arrived there in 1803. New
Orleans was exotic, steamy, and fetid. It was multicultural, multiracial, multilingual. There were
plagues of mosquitoes; there was smallpox and yellow fever.ofa sew residents, the citizenry
were |little better. L o Renavery Cardersas, ariivedsnt1l798@t h ol i c
findthedi ocese fAcompl efi @d ys tdietputaiven 0 awhsaldyaead v, mi sc
ri ot ou gLabbé BO8:104).0But for others, perhaps Gurley among them, the entrepot had

its char m. Gurl ey was part of what Eberhard Fe
of young mermany trained in the laswho fell upon Louisiana immediately after the Aritan
takeover. According to at | east one contempor a
grasshopperso (in Faber 2018:133). They al so e
first attorney general, Richard Raynal Keene of Mamgl had engaged in a pamphlet war with

the father of his fifteety e ar ol d wi fe, with whom he had el opec

Keene was quarrelling with Governor Claiborne, who promptly replaced him with none other than
John Ward Gurley. Kem and Gurley then took to the dueling field, but neither received serious
injury. Shortly after, Gurley engaged in an escalating affair of honor with another lawyer, Edward
Livingston, that nearly led to a duel but was eventually settled without blahdShiet two years

| ater, Livingstonds cousin Philip Livingston Jo

refused to recommend him to Claiborne for the post of sheriff. This insult led Gurley back to the

dueling field on March 3, 1808, wherelv i ngst onés bull et found its m:
This is the only known copy of Gurleyds fune

printer is unknowsthere is no imprintbut it was undoubtedly a rushed job; smudges in the lower

half of the sheet ar-gainedifngdrseor frorh theonotice bleileg foldedi nt er 06
before the ink was dried. The sheet is quite large for the genre, measuring 9 1/2 by 7 inches. The

text, set off by a decorative surround, is presented in both English and French (the French actually

offers a bit moe information than the English). Most striking, though, is the iconography of death

and rebirth that fills the ample margins around the text: a broken column; an open coffin; a weeping

willow; a cedar tree, often used as a symbol of endurance and imtgpatadl of course, the skull
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and crossbones that loom above the entire tableau, bordered by small flames that seem to consume
the paper itself. We are no less ephemeral than the thin printed sheet. And yet, the sheet survives
after more than two centuries; the printer and all ofjtinests have long since passed.

Gurl eybs funeral notice would fall among
Jumonvillebdbs comprehensive |ist of New Orl ea
29 imprints for all of 1808. ritie§ thereeseems eeerte i t vy

have been more than a single printer working in the city, and save for official productions, almost
nothing was printedor at least has survivedfom 1764 to 1803. Yet by 1804, only a year after

the American takeover, New [Bans could boast as many as six active printers; in this same time
the population grew from about 7000 to more than 10,000. There must have been many hundreds
of items issued during these early years of the American press that simply have not sunvived, a
expected | oss given Ushien gc iJtuyndosn vtirld peidcsa Ir ecclein
guide,wetrace no surviving pre-1808 imprints of any kind other than books pamphlets, and
broadsides of an official (government), legal, religious, or masonimature. This notice of John
Ward Gurl eyds funer al -catchingsoearly New Odeans imgrintgjth e  moc
it may also be the earliest surviving example of New Orleans job pririmgothers like it long

since lost to the unforgiving weather of the Big Easy.

Relevantsources:

Faber, Eberhard

2016 Building the Land of Dreams: New Orleans and the Transformation of Early America
Princeton University Press, Princeton, NJ.

Dexter, George

1882 December Meeting, 188RecordBook of the Suffolk Bar Proceedings of the
Massachusetts Historical Societ9(18811882):141179.

Jumonville, Florence

1989 Bibliography of New Orleans Imprints, 178864 Historic New Orleans Collection,
New Orleans.

Labbé, Dolores Egger

1998 The Louisiana Purchase and Its Aftermath, 2:88380: The SpanisRresence in
Louisiana 17631803 Center for Louisiana Studies, University of Southwestern
LouisianaLafayette.

[New Orleans-Early Job Printing]. THE CITIZENS OF NEW ORLEANS AND ITS VICINITY

ARE REQUESTED TO ATTEND THEEUNERAL OF JOHN WARD GURLEY .[caption title].

New Orleans, Louisiana, March 4, 1808. Letterpress funeral invit&tibi2, x 7 in. (24 x 18 cm).
English and French text in parallel columns, surrounded by decorative frame. Woodcut devices
in margins around frame. Old folds, some ink smudging, docketed on &lsuit fine.

4. $4500.
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Lydia Maria Childdés Rare Autobiographic

Lydia Maria Child was among the addcdiescent ury
for the abolition of slavery and the rights of women and Native Americans. Over a writing career
that spanned more than fifty years, she penned novels, short stories, poetry, and essays. She wrote
a hugely successful cookbookhe American Frugal Housewjfand an instructional manual for
young mothersThe Mothers Bogk She published articles in newspapers and magazines, founded
the first monthl vy c hiThediveniteMisellang and veasd editoaofthei n Ame r
National AntiSlavery Standard And al |l bef ore t heHohagnek:f 40.
Tale of Early Timesappeared in 1824 when Child was only 2Rbomokis a historical romance
set in colonial New England and is based on the marriage of a white woman, Mary Conant, and a
Native American, the eponymot®bomok Here we offer a copy of her subsequent ndwelily
Parker, Or Impulse, Not PrincipJgublished three years later in 1827. Although described on the
printedboa ds and title page as a book fAlntended for
of autobiographical fiction. Both works are quite scarce at auction and in the tradeploatok
is well represented in institutional collection&.e locateonly eight institutional copies ofEmily
Parker, and we trace no other copies at auction or in the trade

1

!
. EMILY PARKER,

———

OR 1

|
|
I
f
) IMPULSE, NOT PRINCIPLE.
l r
:

INTENDED FOR YOUNG PERSONS.

BY THE AUTHOR OF EVENINGS IN NEW ENGLAND, AND {
] EDITOR OF THE JUVENILE MISCELLANY.

——
BOSTON,

§ ROWLES AND DEARBORN, 72 WASHINGTON STREET.

Isaac R. But(s S;Co Printers. 1
1827.

i

- L_._kh_ﬂ_‘“., i
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Emily Parkerc | osely tracks major events through
i fe. Like Emily, whose mother died of cons
the same illness in 1815, when Child was twelve. Both girls had strong and hardyfatkiers
who were emotionally distant and-gkepared to raise a precocious daughter on their own. Child
moved to Maine to live with her sister; Emily, whose story was set in Maine, went to live with the
parents of her idealistic and industrious suitBoth young women apprenticed as schoolteachers
in Maine but left for Massachusetts when the opportunity arose. There they were taken into the
worl d of Bostonds intellectual el ite, Emi |y
a governess, Clai through her Harvardducated brother, Unitarian minister Convers Francis. But
here their stories diverge. In 1828 Child married her idealistic young suitor, David Child, who had
courted her for several years. Emily, however, rejected her first guitavor of an aristocratic
rake, who all too soon turned his affections to other women and gambled away his fortune, leaving
Emily bereft of both love and comfort. The moral of this didactic tale could not be clearer. And
indeed, Child had counted angpher suitors an aristocratic rake of her own, the flamboyant dandy
Nat hani el Parker Willis. But aBEmilyParkep | yiswwakKar
she trying to convince herself that she had

Only eight libraries hold copies &mily Parker UVA, Hofstra, AAS, Providence Public
Library, Free Library of Philadelphia, Peabody Essex, UFlorida, and UWashington; there are no
copies in either the Charvat Collection of American Literature at OSU or the Cairns Collection of
American Women Writers @ Wi sconsi n. I n contrast, OCLC r
first novel, Hobomok two copies of which have appeared at auction since 2010 ($3125 in 2011
and $5292 in 2023); a rebound example is currently available for $12,000. This is a superb copy
ofEmilyParker i n its original printed boards and f
bookshop on the rear boardn extremely rare and personalwork of autobiographical fiction
by one ofA me r i nooat dnportant womenauthors of the 19th century

Relevant sources:

Karcher, Carolyn L.

1994 The First Woman in thRepublic: A Cultural Biography of Lydia Maria ChildDuke
University Press, Durham, NC.

Kirk, Jeffrey

1975 Marriage, Career, and Feminine Ideology in Ninete€#htury America: Reconstructing the
Marital Experience of Lydia Maria Child, 182874 Feminist Studie&(2/3):113130.

[American Fiction-Women Authors]. Lydia Maria Child. EMILY PARKER, OR IMPULSE,
NOT PRINCIPLE. Bowles and Dearborn, 72 Washington Street, Boston, Isaac R. Butts & Co.,
Printers, 1827. 12mo (1&n). 63 pp., frontis Unidentified series statement "Vol. Il, no. 1." on
front board Original printed boards, string binding loosening and light wear to spine, light
scattered foxingVery good [BAL 3091 not in Wright.

5. SOLD.
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Taos Trader and Mountain Man Alexander Branch Keeps His Accounts

Among the most legendary figures in the history of the American West were the men who
ranged the Rocky Mountains, fraifme Yellowstone to Santa Fe, during the early years of the fur
trade. These secalled mountain men weredendary both because of their exploits and because
of how few primary sources remaiar were ever createdo provide insights into the quotidian
business of their everyday lives.allywere illiterate, or like Kit Carson learned only to sign their
ownnames, whilenost ofthose whavere able toead and writdeft little behind. Pen, paper, and
ink, after all,were extravagancesmong such men. Thus the historical significance of this small
manuscript, a handmade memorandum booklet or pocket ledger kept by mountain man, trader, and
trapper Alexander K. Branch, recording business transactions in the neighborhood of Taos, New
Mexico, from late July to early August 1828. In it, he tracks the sale of merchandise sold or traded
in exchange for beaver pelts, items gifted to Native Araegcand livestock boarded or stolen. It
contains, in sum, a microcosm of Branchoés work
to merchant.We have located practically no comparable manuscript material written by an
American trapper and trader in New Mexico at such an early date

In his petition for Mexican citizenship dated December 10, 1829, after which time he would
officially be known in New Mexico as José de Jesus Branche, Alexander K. Branch reported that
he was born in Virginia in 1798 and came to New Mexico in 1825, geitlifaos. The beginning
of a regular trade between Santa Fe and the Missouri River region had only begun about two years
earlier, and a record compiled in Santa Fe in 1825 names just 52 Americans engaged in the trade
there (Loyola 1939:435). Branchwa | i kel y t he @ Mr . Brancho who h
expedition of the Rocky Mountain Fur Company that rediscovered South Pass, later to become the
main route over the Continental Divide for immigrants along the Oregon, Mormon, and California
trails. Branch was remembered for sighting down and shooting a mountain sheep from a vertical
cliff above, providing a night of feasting for the party (Lecompte 1966:61).

About a year after arriving in Taos, where he claimed to be working as a merchant, Branch
joined a trapping expedition led by William Sherley Williams and Ceran St. Vrain. This party was
one of four American groups that would trap the Gila and Coloradosrand their tributaries in
the 18261827 season, the first major incursion by American trappers into what is now southern
Arizona All such work by American mountain men was in direct violation of Mexican law, which
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prohibited norcitizens from procuring beaver. At some point during the season, Branch fell in
with another party led by Ewing Young and William Wolfskill, and with Young was likely among

the first group of Americans to explore the mouth of the Gila Ri&aber 1971:122425). Also

among the party were such notables of the Rocky Mountain fur trade as Milton Sublette, Miguel
Robidoux, Pedeg Smith, and James O. Pattie. In the summer of 1827, Branch joined a trapping
expedition organized by Sylvestre Ri@itSt. Louis whichwentnorth from Taos to Park Kyack in

the northcentral Colorado Rockies. Pratt died in October, and the men elected St. Vrain, who was
serving as clerk, to take the | eaderos rol e.
back at Taos in May 1828itlv nearly a thousand beaver skins.

Branch seems to have returned to Taos a changed man, or perhaps his proceeds from the
expedition enabled him to make changes he was already contemplating. On June 8 he was baptizec
at Taos, taking the nandesé de Jesus Branche. Soon after he must have begun to engage actively
in trading as a merchant. I n h éviountain Meg and p h y
the Fur Trade of the Far We@8ranch is one of 292 men profiled in the\ddlume series), Janet
Lecompte expresses doubt that Branchk tmaly working as a merchant before 1831, as he would
assert in his petition for Mexican citizenship in 1829. She notes that on August 31, 1831, he was
grantedguiat o transport goods to Chihuahua and Soc
on, there are no more references to Branch as a beaver trapper, and we may assume that he finall
became the merchant he cl ai med WVathehhandstitchbde e n
memorandum booklet that we offer here clearly indicates that Brarscplyiag the trading circuit
around Taos as early as July 1828, and giver
assume that there were two earlier records now lost. If these covered the same amount of time as
No. 3, then we can placethebegmmg of Br anchdés work as a merc
just about the time he returned from Colorado and was baptized.

Memorandum A No. 3 consists of six leaves folded once and handstitched to make a 24

pp. booklet that measures 4 by 6 inches. Tw
hand, while several pages near the end are unused (two leaves in thisaecexcised). Most

of the | edger records Branchdés mercantile tr
as Abiquiu, here spelled AAbercueo (65 mil es

west); and Rio Del Norte (15 milesntim). Among the goods that Branch sold or traded at Abiquiu
were several different kinds of cloth (11 yds of 3/4 bleached, 5 yds of blue calico, 4 1/4 yds of red
calico). He seems to have exchanged these textiles, with a value of $11, along wittear told

burro, for two beaver skins. Other sales recorded on this page, which may also have occurred at
Abiquiu, include a tea chest ($2), four butcher knives ($2), and a variety of faAnusgother
goodsitemized in the ledger we find silk thread)wet, snuff andsnuff boxes a trunk,a shaving
glasssilk and muslin robes, amghper. Branch also sold and boarded livestddé&notes that he

gave Indianghreeglassesthreeknives andafork, butwritesas wellthatIndians tookwo of his

mules hebriefly descrbestheanimals,oneof whichwas branded 7S.

One of the most interesting notes, perhaps made at El Rito, links several-taxtileding
fouryardsofred velvetwi t h t he wor d A c acértaiflyaaverycearly réfaréense i s
to the New Mexican folk tradition afolcha(from the Spanish wordcolchar, to quilt), a kind of
craft embroidery that originated in colonial New Mexico and southern Colofaattay there is a

resurgence of interest among New Mexican Hispanos in the maintenance and creative elaboration
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